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Fresident Roosevelt

wmmeds «THE SIMPLE LIFE”

BY CHARLES WAGNER

(Translated from the French by Marv Henpee, With Biographical Sketch of the Author.

Extract from a speech delivered by President Roosevelt at Bangor, Me.,

Aug. 28th, 1902 :

““The other day I picked up a little book called ¢ THE SimMpLE Live,’
written by an Alsatian, Charles Wagner, and he preached such whole-
some, sound doctrine that I wish it could be used as a tract throughout
our country. To him the whole problem of our complex, somewhat
feverish modern life can be solved only by getting men and women to
lead better lives. He sees that the permanence of liberty and democ-
racy depends upon a majority of the people being steadfast in that
good, plain morality which, as a national attribute, comes only as the
result of the slow and painful labor of centuries, and which can be
squandered in a generation by the thoughtless and vicious. He preaches
the doctrine of the superiority of the moral to the material. He does
not undervalue the material, but he insists, as we of this nation should
always insist, upon the infinite superiority of the moral, and the sordid
destruction which comes upon either the nation or the individual if it
or he becomes absorbed only in the desire to get wealth.”

Of these essays the Rev. Dr. Van Dyke says :
““ The hook is good to read, pleasant to remember, blessed to put in
practice. Its message is the one that this perplexed age most needs.”
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PUBLIC MEN AND
PUBLIC LIFE IN CANADA

Being recollections of Parliament and the Press, and embracing a succinct
account of the stirring cvents which led to the Confederation of British North
America into the Dominion of Canada.

By HON. JAMES YOUNG

Late Member of the Dominion and Ontario Parliaments, Provincial
Treasurer, and author of the “History of Galt and Dumfries,” ¢ Essays
on the Reciprocity Treaty,” etc.

¢ Probably nothing in all the world of literature is so delectable to the student as
Biography : only one thing is more humanly interesting, and that is Autobiography—
when there is anything to relate. In the case of the Hon. James Young, with his
¢ Public Men and Public Life in Canada,” we have the record of a man at once Poli-
tician, Journalist, and Philosopher, whose work and whose inner life seem so indissolubly
woven with the stir of a young country in the struggle for development, that his ** history,”
although at all times fairly and broadly written, becomes an almost personal chronicle,
intensely alive with humor, warmth, and sympathy.”—AMail and Empire.
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