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60 THE PRESBYTERIAN
Pevsecution Benewed, The Seven Chosen,
MARCH 4. Acts vi17-32. | MARCH 11 Acrs vI: I-13.

Golden Text, Acts §: 29.

ofp HE awful death of Ananias and Sapphira had
.&) made a solemn impression on the people.
Many were converted, crowds came from all parts
of the country to jerusalem, and many miracles of
healing were wrought by the disciples. The rulers
determined to put astoptothe movement. Vs. 17,
18, The high-priest— dinnas—-filled with indignation
that the onders of the council had been so htile
heeled, ch. 4: 18, had the apoctles imprisoned a
second time. V., 19. Thisis the first refercoce in
the Acts to the ministry of amgels, the rxistence of
which wasdenied by the Saducees, ch. 23: 8. The
opening of the prison doors would confirm
the apostles’ faith and should have convincel th-
rulers that in opposing them they were fightiay
against God. Vs, 20, 21, Go, not to escape, but
like brave men to preach the gospel 1x.re boldly
than ever. As soon as the temple gates were
opened in the morning they began to address the
people. Vs, 21, 24. Imagine the mortification
of the council on sending for their prisoners to he .r
that they were at their old work, preaching the new
doctrines. It seeme] that prison walls coull nt
holl these apostles; there must be some magic2]
influence behind a'l this.  What to do they knew
not. V.26, This time the captain of the temple
himself goes with the officers of justice and with a
shew of deference requests their presence in the
council.  They feared the people—what a wonderful
change the gospel had already wrought on men
who a short time before had said of jesus ‘- Crucify
him!”  Had the apostles chosen to appeal t6 the
people now themob would have taken their par

and sioned the nilers. V. 28. They are chargad
with contempt of court.  Jn this mame—They dis

dain to mention the name of Jes 1<, perhaps because
they were ashamed to doso.” Fille? Ferusal'm—a
noble though unintentional testim »ny to the succes:
of their preaching. 7his man’s bloxd upon us—
not that they feared divine vengeance for the marder
of the Messiah, Lut that the people would tarn
against them, disown their authonty and pechup-
overturn the exsisting form of government. V. 29

No reference to their miraculous escape, but sa
appeal to their sense of right and wrang. See
Josh. 24: 15; 1 Kinge, 18: 21. V. 30, Zrter 15 not
ashamed to mention the name of Jesus. A hol:der
thing he could not say just then than that God e
raised Him from the dead, who, at thcir instigatioHn.
had beea sentence 1 by Pilate to the most iyrmini

ousdeath. V. 31. A prince ant a Sivwou —ex

pressing the royalty which all I-ract looked for 1.
the Messiab, and the saving charicier of it which
“hey had utterly lo-t ssght of. - 0 cive repentance,
&e.—Healone can bestow these precious gifts, Rom

5:18; Fphes. 2:8; James 1: 17. V.32, Zotiem
that obey kim—Those whodo r0f ob:y Ged have no
right to expect forgiveness, Rom. 2: €-10  No
compromise can be made between the werld ard
religon, Jno. 12:26; 2 Cor. 6: §5-18.  They who
serve need fear no evil, for greater is Ie that
gs with them than ali that are agaiust them, Rom.

: 31,

G.lden Text, Acts 6: 3.
%}]E church, now four or five years old, had
o

already passed tranphantly thr ugh an
ordeal of p.rsecution and had mads many couverts,
Now 1. was duturbed Ly an internl trouble which
threatened its harmony It bugan with * a mar-
murring "’ about the managzn nt of 1t t'mp ral
affairs.  The “recians against the Fewoe. The Jews
were of two Ciasi s, (1) those born and brought up
in Palest.ne; (2) those who huad been scauered
abroad by their national propensity for colonizing
and trading. but who hau rcturned to Palestine.
Those call.d ** Grecian ” were not nece-sar.dy from
(ireece, but they spoke the Greek languag @, which
at this time prevaild inall the countries bordering on
he Mediterranean, in contradi.unction to the
Palestine Jew:, who spoke Hebrew.  Betwixt
these two classes there hal sprung up a sectiomil
jealousy, and each nmaturally lovked with special
anxicty after the support of thewr poor  There was
probibly no intention to slizht the widows of the
Grectan Jews ; only some hitle omission aff rded a
pretext for grumbiing. Such things occurstill.  Of
far more consequence than the allegel grievance
is the promptacess with which the apostles d.alt
withit. Vs. 2,3 A public meeting was ¢ Hed
a1d measures adopte] to prevent a recurrence of the
wstake. The apostles could not do everything
themselves; there shculd therefore b: a sub-divisi i
of labour, Seven prudent business men should be
appointed by the meeting—a strong argument that
the laity should be reccgmzel in the government of
the church. The sumber, though accounted sicred
by the Jews, was ununportant but they must be
men in every respect fitted for the offica, honest,
impartial, and abo ‘e suspicion. Th: resolution
was unanimously adopied and the fact that the
names of all the seven were Greek umplies that a
ane concihatory spuit prevailed aond that the
*‘Grecians”’ were allowe! to have the majority on
the new boird. V. 6. Although this is the first
mention of o.dination by imposiion of han Is i the
New Testament, the 1ractice (st in use) had its
origin in very ancient tumes, Num. 27 22.  The
new deacon tur.scut to b: a public sp aker of
marvellous power.  The synazogues referral to
correspen led tocur churche-. of win h there were
then 1n Jerusalem some 480.  Sme of them
belinged 10 the *“ Grezian Jew " just us we fi«d 1a
large cines now. Engheh Seoach, Freneh, Du ch,
or German churches  That < f the L e tene pos-
sibly took 1ts name from certain Jews whoa century
betor : were sent ciptive ty Rome, anl, beag at
length  liberated, retur el € their natwe a -,
acquired the name of Libert nes (Freedmer ) ond
bailt a symig gue for themselves  S.epaen, intead
of preaching 10 the commen people, di puted w th
the rabbis in the diffirent symigogues skailiu'ly
tensd ther own arguments agunst them. and
thereby raised a vo m of epposition wineh culmin-
ated in his death by violence V.15 Asthe free
of an angel —God desizning thereby to put honour
on his faithful witness. Many murtyrs and co =
{essors have shewn likz serenity.



