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MECHI, AND TEE CAUSE OF HIS SUCCESS.
LI our readers have heard of J. J.
(e Mechi, or as he is now called *Mr.
Alderman Mechi.” Heis, in many
respeets, a remarkable man.
made money by selling razors and
razor strops in Leadenhill street,
London. He still, we believe, car
rvieson the business; but if this were all, he
would have remained, like thousands of suc
cessful merchants,unknown beyond the nar-
row circle of his commercial and social ac-
quaintances. But he turned farmer, and
soonfound himself famous.
annsy him-he rather courted notoricty. He
cndeavoured to show that farmers could
makemore money if they would adopt a bet-
ter system of agriculture. He contended
that his farming was highly profitable. Now,
it is easy to understand why farmers who live
onrented land should not like to have it
shown how theycould make more money and
pay highcr reni. James Caird,a Scoteh far-
nier, obtained celebrity in the same way. He
wrote a pamphlet entitled, High Farminy
an Antidote to Free Trade, and got soundly
abused for his pains.  The late Sir Robert
Peel, who wished to repeal the duties on
foreign grain, tookhim up. The London
Times employed him to visit the different
counties of England as ¢ The Z¥mes Com-
missioner,” and he wrote a series of letters
to that paper—some of which were not flat-
tering to the farmers. Some of them were
very indignant. The Times defended its
correspondent, andin the end he was clect-
ed to Parliament—and all owirg to his tak-
ing up of an unpopular cause.  So with
Mechi. He boasted long and loud as his

e’

This did not '

| profits as a farmer. Many of his statements
" were open to criticism, and he did not es-
cape.  Hesoon beeame the butt of ridieule.
Paper bullets flew around his head like hail.
"The agricultural press joined in the crusade
. against him.  Hisideas were ridiculons, his
facts were considered doubtful, and his con-
" clusions certainly erron ous.  Still, Mechi
lived and thrived—nothing ruffled his tem-

per.  He invited his opponents and his
- friends alikete visit his furm and see for
. themselves what he wasdoing  They came
. Some criticised, some praised ; but all were
treated with courtesy. His * Annual
Gatherings’ soon became what we should
ca'lan “institation ” Landlord and ten-
ant, the practical farmer and the man of
science, met at Tiptree once a year to ex-
amine, to discuss, and to criticise his opera-
tions.

The recent English papers are full of ac-
counts of the last gathering at Tiptree. A
correspondert of the Mark Lane Express,
while still disposed to criticise, writes on
the whole favourably, as follows :

““Any one was free to go where he liked—
to make his own observations, and draw his
own conclusions. Here is the farm; here
round about it is the heath, out of which it
was snatched some 22 yearssince. One, at
the present day, is growing furze, the other
is growing immense crops of grass, clover.
wheat, beans, oats, mangolds and turnips,
and produces annually 200 pounds of meat
peracre. The one by the investment of
nothing is worth nothing : theother, owing
to the judicious investment of a large capi-
tal, is commerecially speaking worth 50s. an
acre. There are certainly no cereal or root




