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then-are these Catholigs the most devout people'in
Americh; - : a R

See hot they pour in!, Hundreds upon hun-
dradt, nntil the huge churel is crammed to suffoca-
tion veith the erowdétl mass of people,, aisles, galle-
ries, and 7l "Therdis not dncther congregation it
Bost~n ¢’ anything like the symé number.  They
not only decupy every inch of standing place with-
ia doors, bitt they also cover the onter steps,
and cven the sidewalks all round the building, meu
vomen, and children, Kuneeling upon the bricks and
stones, with uricovéred heads, devoutly reading the
prayer book, dr mutterring such portions of the ses-
vice as tlicy may be able to vecolleet. There they
kneel, ratn of shine, for a goad hour or inore, with
a zeul and pertinacity which ustonishes persons of a
msderate.- beliof,

Hark ! how the organ sends forth its solemn
thunderings, and the well trained choir begin the
chant.  How that rich and peculiar strain thrills
through the frame of the unncenstomed listener,—
T'he Latin words seem to heve a peculiar solemuity
about them, quite uulike the nost solemn of our
every duy Janguage—it souuds more like tha lan-
gnage of the dead! a requiein siug by the departed!,
You feel that you are treading upou new and
strange ground—that yon are among a people whase
ways are not like your ways. ‘I'hc frequent chan-
ges in the service—which you are unable to follow
tha strange spectacle of the altar, with its burning
candles, 1ts images, and decorations—the motions
of the priest and his attendauts—the bLurning in-
cense—=the change of garments—and all the _~mp
and circumstauce of the Catholic Church—rimpres-
sesyoit with a mingled train of cmotious, solemn,
sad, mystarions, doubtful, such as yon have never
telt winle honding bafore the altar Jin yonr accus-
toniad place of worship.  You feel that cither these
peopld must Wof mistaken, of you are far from the
trne path to Heaven ; or that, if you are right, these
peeple nust be wrong ; that if tns be devotion,
your cxerctoe of reasou Is audacious presumption,
oy, if you arz right, this is superstition,  Sugh
“vwughts will grise in evéry refiecting mind,

ity of cortse, 3 mowment’s thoughe sets all right.

« -« ssZain your Lberality of fecling.  You perceive
2ol puy religion which, hus the cffect to diaw o-
oher sugl 3 copgregaticu as this, So, ordetly, so
<owly, so seetly and ;‘;arq[gl!y)dr ssed, ;sp”dév‘nuf_,
ool "t awe a goed, inflaence apon their lives,
et and hont, d 5 g hot 10 o
sed, however unch your g'nyx"g‘giib},gx,x iay e supe-
sior to it. - Fer pnroiy part, we ﬁmﬂx iixg Catholic
tuligion n ,_,v,}u__cﬂl‘ep;,guxfg_,fo: millious Qggxrlfs,p,ro{es-
sors=-and we d wht whether, Proté n, exere

1 4 RIS . Srigé el
~es sucly a xmghzx ,mix}'q,g oyer ;lxgijxga{;s of its fol-
lewers, i the <ang class of socicty. e

"Phose Who know how rigidly the Catholics, of
the lo¥er order, adhere to their religious instrife-

tions, which in the main are good, caunot surely
desire 10 rob him-of such a'safe guide through life.
ifthey cannot furnish a better one.

We think it would bo.n good thing, for those
who so rave about Cutholicism, to spend an how
at the Catholic Church on Sunday morning<—and
see which is the most devout, and apparently- sin-
cefo, a Protestant or -n Catholic congregationi—
Boston Herald. B

, MODERN RELIC-WORSH:P: .
That Protestantism is a system of incousistencies
is ono of those palpable facts which needs no proof.
It exists upon sclp-cpntmdictions. Its breath is to
say one thing, and its actions is to de that which is
utterly opposed to its words. It is also philosophi-
cally as slinllow as it is in fact iuconsistent. It
treats human nature as if it were made up of guali-
ties of which in reality it haslittle or noshare. It
hns less than the acutenessof a child when it at-
tempts to deal with the better portion of our inward
being. It .appeals with penetration and force
enough to-the ovil propensities of the heart, but it
is powerless when it would clicit and controul the
affections and yearnings ot the regenerate spirit.
There arg few points in which this mingled se'f-
inconsistency and philosiphical <hallowness are
more manifest than in the common Protestant. no-
tions and talk about the Catholic veneration of re-
lics. Were wo to judge by the virtuous denuncia-
tions against idolatry which are incessantly poured
forth upon those whoare so-foolish-as to pay honor
to a fragment of the bones of a departeg .saint; or
who tread with reverence the spot which™uas been
consecrated by the footsteps of an apostle, we should
suppose that the minds of Englishmon were so con-
stituted as to be destitute-of the slightest.cmotion
of refard for thé rémains or the possessions of any
human being, whether living er dead, whethor no-
tétidus for his crinies or renowned for his greatness.
‘Wo should imagine that when not deccived by:the
juggle of an idtérested priesthiood, they would treat
tho pictures of these departed omes whkom: oice
‘they loved, or the relies of the habitations of great
‘inen of other days, or theit inanimate bodies thetn-
sclves, with the same eool, undisturied indifference
with which they wonld handle, lay up, or cast
away the contents of the wardrobe of a perfeet
strauger, or the rubbish of a ruined cottage by the
roadside. Such would be the practice of Protes-
tants, were their own eonduct consistent with.their
professions, ... ¢t - N A
Weré it also true that the mind.which venerates
a fragment of the tiug Cross, or preserves. with

Protéstantisim, ‘exerci-|serupulons care 2 minute portion. of thebody of a

saint, or Jooks for possible. miraculous assistance

communicated by the Almighty - through the me-

dium of a relic,~—~were it true that such.a mind

must at least be in great danger of idolatry, and gu
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