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THE BUSINESS SITUATION

Saturday, Dec. 1.

‘I'rade reports this week are fadrly
satisfactory In such llnes of gouds
us usually have a lberal sale about
this time of year, -Jobbers senerally
report a very falr business. On thae
whoale, the month of November, now
closed, has been by no means an un-
satlsfaotory one for business. Owing
to the unfavorable c¢rop outlook early
In the seuson, Jobbers jooked forward
to & poor full trade.  As it has turned
out, businesy hus Deen really bettes
this wonth ‘than was previously ex-
pected by muny Jobdbers. 1vade of
course has not been of large volume,
but fn view of carller expectutions i1t
has been satsfactory.  Where  ex-
peclations were not sery great,  the
volume of business done has been re-
garded as quite satisfactory, by many
dealers.  In the clty retail teade buse
iness has been svery satisfactory this
month. In fact retatlers in the clty
have done well.  Some of the large
retalt stores report sales ranging from
IV 1o W per day greater than for
November of last year, The weather
has of course been much more favor-
able for Novembder trade than it was
a year ago, which accounts mainly for
the Improvement noted.  This week
the weather has been quite miid, and
a lttle colder weather, with more
snow, woulkl' be favorably recelved by
business men {n many branches of
trade. Receipts of produce have been
large. The large increase In receipts
of country produce, has been a fea-
ture of this scason alt through, indl-
cating a coanslderable increase in the
agricultural poputatioa. It Is also
evident that many farmers ase giving
more attention to producing such ar-
ticles as butter, e¢gss. poultry, &kc.
Poultry recelpts are greatly in excess
of any previous year, and if farmers
have Jess grain to sell this year than
usual, they certainly have :poce mis-
cellaneous farm produce to dispose of
than ever before. The graln move-
ment has been somewhat lighter this
week, and it §s now believed that the
heaviest rush of the scason is over.
Last week, with 980 cars inspecied,
wiil probably bLe the heaviest week's
movement on this crop, as navigation
is now drawing to a elose and buylag
wheat cannot be done now in  tho
country Yor shipment out this sca-
son.  Notwithstanding the near clos-
ing of navigation, long prires are de-
tng pald fo: wheat in Manitoba coun-
try mackets. Milless are active buyers,
and they are still paying prices in ex-
cess of coxport  values. Exporters.
who have been buylng wheat én com-
petition with the high prices made by
the millers, have conscquentily not
found the grain trade very profitable
10 themn =0 far this =cason, and they
e hoping for a general advance ia
wheat abroxé, to give them a profit on
their holdings.  Aild wweather has
curialled the fuel trade this week. Col-
lecilions are about as reported  last
week., showing some  imprgrement
over carlier weeks,  Bank  clearings
at Winalpeg thls week show 2 galn
o? about $150,000 over last week and
shotv some galn ovwr claarings for the
Uke week of twvo ycacs ago, but are
ncarly SH0(L000 under clearings for the
lke week of Jast yoar  Bank ciear-
ings for the moath of November wene
SILGISIS. compared with  $14333,-
219 for November last year, and §11,-
INRG6I for November of 1808
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(AUl quotatinna. nnlese otherwize wpec)
i), arve wholrale for such quanxlucs ax
ate Troally tmkea by retall dealers, sad

TEE COMMERCIAL

are subject to tho  usual  reduction on
large quautitles and to cash discounts.)

BOOTS AND SHOES.

There has betn a continuution of
the sorting  demand n this branch,
and a Nberal number of mafl orders
have been tilled for scason goods, fe, '8
and overshoes befnyg In best demand,

DRUGS.

There are no changes In the local
market this week. Prices ave steady
and business has been very satisfac
tory. From New York and other
markets the usual number of fluctun
tions are reported, but these do not us
& rule aftect the local market. About
the strongest line at the moment s
santonine, which has experienced a
strong market for some months, and
advanced lUc more last week in flrst
hands. Camphor is firmer, on news
drom Japan of a trust belng under
formation to control prices.

DRY GUOLS AND CLUTHING.

A very falr mall order and sortlug
trade has been dolng this week, but
the weather has been milder than is
wonstidered desirable, by dealers In
{extile lnes, who are anxtous to clear
out stocks of heavy winter goods, The
weather has not  been cold enough
yet for furs, though & falr business
has been done in this branch. City
retaflers have had a splendid trade
this month fn dry goods. clothing
men's furnishings, cte.

FISH.

The fcature of the fish masket §s the
great scarcity of salt avater fish. both
fresh and cured. in  consequence  of
avhich prices have advanced sharply.
Haddles arc very scarce and are cost-
ing 1c higher at points of supply cast.
Bloaters can handiy be obtalned at
any poce. Labrador herrings are also
scarce and higher cast. Very few
fish have been coming from Paclfic
coast points clither of late, and sup-
plies of salmoun aad halibut are small.
In fresh water fish the close scason
reduces the supply of fresh caught
fih. only frozen stock being obtalne
able in whitefish and d4rout. Prices
a.c as follows. \Vhitefish, Sl to Ge
per pound. pickerel, 4c. plke, dc trout,
10¢, satmon, 12%e, haltbut, 12i4c; salt
cod, Glue., Labrador herring. per bar-
rel, £3.40, salt mackerel, $S2.25 per kit:
shad, 1z bbls, $7.50,Digby chicks, 16c
box Dboneless cod. Tic Ib:  boneless
fish, 57c ib; finnan haddies, 0 to 10¢
per pound, oystery. selects, $2I5 per
gallon. standacds, $2.00.

FUEL.

The mild weather this week has not
been favoradble for the fuel trade. The
consumption of coal is reduced to pro-
babdly one-half of what It would be
during severe weather.  Prices are
unchanged. The last coal boal un-
lcaded at Fort Wilian  this week.
Imports of coal 1o Fort willlam this
scason have been only 50,000, This is
eXxclusive of coal brought in by the C.
. R. The cut of caordwood in the
woods tributary to this market s
Hkely w0 be large 2hls winten

GREEN FRUITS.

The frmnass in apples @olcd last
week stiil holds good. Al the apples
¢hat can be trougrht In s yer be-
fore the clom of nasigativa, are ather
hore o are on the wiay eoe betwoeen
Winnlpeg and Lake Superior. There
vere a few cass on the last boal, now
at Fort Willtam. Stocks hcre ane nod
jarze, as owing o the adwvanoe
prioes oast, shippers thee did not for-
wand as fneely to this market as they

therwvise wuwuld have done. Firm
nricas are Jooked for, and If K is oces-
<ry W replmish stocks later by all
Tall Mipmcats, the ncreased cok of
neizht will mean considarably highes
yriccs hove for such recedpls. A dow
supply of California orasges has come
20 hand. aa whioh priocs are VU lower
A cur of Florkia oranges 4s duc 20-
day. New daten .are lower than o=
poriad daxt woek. Lomoeas are caxien,
aad Wil lkely Ve lower Text woek.
The weother has been Iavorable for
buslness In this bhranch. Cranbervias
&old a2 the hgh poices qno.cd last
week . California poass ane HUC highen
We quotle 1 Appins, Sples, $3 10 $1.20.
Baldwing, Ben Davis and INppins, 3.'{.-
) to $3.93: grecnings and russss, $3.-
Lr. Callifomnia navel aTANReS, er Case,
0: Californix lcmons, per oase 368
maanax, por dbunch, G20 eran
pe:- barmwl, $12: Callfornla peats, per

3¢, 3350; Malaga gTapes, per keg,
;&.‘»u. oalons, per h, 3¢ o In Jsack

R, “lk.. sweet potatocs, 3G mace
meas 3 25 1b patls, 10¢ per m.nd ~are
ton dates. v package of 1 . k.
noew dakok G o T¢, new Elme figm,
12 20 18c.

’

GROCERIES,

Business has-peen very good In this
branen, and so tur as the volume or
tradge 18 concerned, ‘Jobbers huve no
Feasull 10 Loibaun.  Whille coseoons
nave unproved soewhat, tiere t8 st
complame avout the stow piyment or
accuunty.  the murket has veen very
steaay whits week, and therg are no
changes to report in prices current
heie, nor nave there been any further
recCipty of new goods. ‘ihiy 18 In con-
tragt with last webg, when there were
uite 4 nummber of chunges snd o
numver of new lNaes came 1o hand.

HARDWARLE,

‘The feature of the hordware market
was the aavaace m sope, which wus
praticied in our report o a Week 8o,
prices now bemg e higner.

IMPLEMENTS AND VEHICLES.

Phe brisk movement reported tast
wees In siegns and cutters 13 e oy
leaiare vl wade 40 s oranc, dates
Nuve veen even vetier than were exe
peoted.  "1ms §8 paruciiany rue ot
cuteers, In oviien une & very  smu
Dusiueas Was jouvxked tor.  ‘Ane cuuter
tedae OF 1ast winwer was o cead 2843
ure, owing to tie avseatt O ULV,
anyg deaters expected that on account
Ol the StocKs carned over at coundy
PO, NS Seasun 3 trage i cutters
wowt be very fignt.  iney conase-
quently did not stock up very leavily
Wit pew goods. Some <ty joovbers
are  areaqy  well cleanca up vn
stocks, and as they do not tatend 0
Fejuedish StoCKksS a4t S0 Jate a daie in

the seuson, It Seents provabdle  that
winger ventcle fines  wil be  well
cleaned up in a shoct time. Coliec-

tions show somre tnprovement, but
must be noted that a lot of sales
were made the pust season on  un-
usually Jong ume, owing to unfavor-
abie crup condiutiuns, >0 thatl the
any ant 2alung due now §s not as
ficavy as usual at thls Ume of year.
Saies for spring delivery are belng
booked.
LUMBER.

Business has been gquiet and normal,
as usual at this time ol year, it 1S
dioped  taat 4he changes whaich have
occurred In the Wdanipeg reafl trade
will lead to a better condition of the
murkoet for next year. ‘The bulk of
the trade for next year will be in the
hands of vtrong concerns. The foollsh
price cutting which has prevalled the
past season should certalnly not be
repeated next year, and will not be
repeated I the business men in 1his
branch are wise.

PAINTS, OILS AND GLASS.

This branch has been quiet,as usual,
at this time of year. Gilnss holds
firm.  Linseed ofl holds at the ad-
vance quoted last week. Prices gen-
crally are steady and without change.

Itaw Funs.

Some lots of furs are coming In, but
reoolins ave rawier Umited yol.. The
principal llnc condng are skunk, and
some very goxd lots of taese have
ocome In reoently. Next 20 skunk, mink
are offering the most. Veory fow skins
of other somts have peen comiag .
The market for fuss is weak and prices
tend  downwand., It ds belleved that
buyers In ¢he United States are stuck
with  cunsiucrudlo  stocks of last
s@son’s high priced furs. At any Tate,
prices are bound o Tule much 1owes
1his soasoi, as far can be Judgod from
e prosent outlook, and the high
pricex which have ruhd ¢hie past yaar
aze not lkely o e madlzed thus
aoason.  Prime skunk are womn e
Tor smal), up Lo 3$1.50 for lasge, a8 20
varey. mink, we o $5.U5, mano, 2
20 314 fisher, $2 t0 $10, wolf, 70 to

$1.20,
SCRAP.

These has been quite a general ad-
vance, due to the itmproved situxiion
D the United States xlace the ¢lec-
tions  Cast =crap, however, Is Jower.
We quate buyers’ prices as  follows.
No. 1 cast {ron, free fromn wrought
and malleadle. §12 to $13 per ton, No.
2 $1.50 o £ per ton: wrought {ron
werap, $G ton  heavy copper, 12¢ per
pound: Ted bYrass, 10¢ per pound: yei-
low brass, heavy, Sc¢ per pound: ght
brass, o¢ to Gc per pound: lead pipe
or tea Jead, 2 to 2lic per pound:
ragx, countyy mixed. e per 100
pounds: Tubdbers, fxee  from  rivelw
buckles and arclles, Gc per pound:
zinc acrap Ic Der pound; bonew, clean,
dry and dleacked, $6 per ton.

STOVES.

Rusiness in the stove trade has
tummal out bLetler than was  looked
for » shost tme ago. Owing to the
poor crop 6utlook, A {00 Mmany orders
wele cancelled Ia the Tall, but since

cold nwveather set in there has been
quite & good demand, with the pros-
peot that stocks will be cleaned up
much ‘better than was expected a
month or two ugo. Negarding prices
of stoves there has been no change.
It was thought that there might be
some weduction  In prices  towards
spring, but the recent upwand turn
ugnin In metals may tend to hold
prices flrmer at pre:ent values, There
will be no change, however, in any
case until February at least,

GRAIN AND PRODUCE.

WIHBAT—There has been only one
way in the wheat markets during the
pust week, namely a steady decline
in price, not heavy, but gradual anad
sure. A little has been taken off the
value every day, and at the close yes-
terday the quotations in the American
markets are from 1 to 1%c lower than
a week ago. Nothing of particular
interest has tran:pired to affect the
market one wity or the other. Outside
of the usual weekly round of statlstlcs
there has been Uttle of news o in-
formation and the market has been
left very much to itself. Primary
recelpts In the States contlnue  to

~ sliow a falling off, and the visible sup-

ply records a small decrease  last
weck Instead of the heavy increase
shown a yeas ago. Shipments from
cxport countrles ave still heavy and
result {n accumulating stocks in Eu-
cope. Reports oa all growing crops
in Amedcn and Europe are favorable
generally, and give lttle cause for
anxlety anywhere at present. The
progpect for the Asgentine crop iy, still
somewhat in doubt, but it s generally
expected that {t {3 golng to run about
one-thind under last year. Harvest
in some parts of that country isabout
to begin. Good reports continue to
be received from Australia and Indta
Last week the Amesican visible supe
ply decreased 100,000 bu-hels, com-
pared to an increase of 1LG58,000 bush-

!s the previous week and-an fncrease
the same week a year ago of 1,935,000
bushels.  The world's shipments were
8,038,600 bushels, compared with S.-
62000 bushels last week. The worid's
visible supply, aecording to  Brad-
streets showed a decrease of 312,000
bushels. compared with an 4ncrease of
1.800,000 bushels the previous week.
and an increase of 1.3.»8000 bushels
for the same week Q4 year ago.

The local market has been dull and
inactive. Shippers have not suc-
ceeded §n thelr offorts to obtain Turth-
er lake space, conscquently there Is an
accumulation of wheat which was in-
tended to go out by lake route, and
buyers are only found for very small
lots at gradually declining prices. Dur.
ing the week up il 3esw.‘da) 3 hard
has «old at GG to (Gisic In store .Fort
Willlam, and other gr'ules In propor-
tlon, but yesterday avith a falling
market, and hope of geting further
take space defore navigation closed
fading away, ﬂ'-!{c was the best bid
for 3 hard. We quote prices nominat
at 1 hard 98¢ 2 hard 74c, 3 ‘hnnl 65"-(:.
3 nosthern (“"l-c. tough, 2 hard €Sc.
tough 3 hard Gize, qnd tough 3 north
ern 30e, all In =t ‘For: Willlam
et o7 en route past Winnipeg.

FLOUR-~Thwe §s no further change
this week. Flour markets generally
have been rather oasy Ialely. We
quote I.ake of the Woods, Five Roaes.
$2.10: Red Patent, $LUG: Mcdom, $1.-
G0, NXXX. S$L33% .per sack of O
pounds. Ogllvie Milling Co., Hungar-
fan, 3210, Glenocn  Palent, SLOG.
Aanikoba, $1.60; and Imperial XNXXX
$1.20 per sack of U3 pouads.

MILLFEED—Prices ane unchangol
Bran s quoled at $12 por tom bagred.
and shomts $14 per oo 3a brokon knx
%o the local changes

GROUND FEED-Small lots ar~
quaded “hete at 25 er ton for pum
oak chon, $Z3 for mixed barley and
aaxs, and $20 far corn. These price
ane for pune ground food of good qua.

" Mixed mia and infeslor feadshave
been -offenad much lower, but are mw
waniad,

COUNTRY WHEAT~Prices pald i
farmers for wheat in Manitoba courn
1y markelr were  reduced  ajoumt
cents ner burhel this week. As navy
gation i3 now about closing, an!
wheat now bLelng taken &z rom fanr
crr cannot be forwanded to shlp be
forc the close of navigation, prices a™
naturally weaker. Graln bought now
will have to be carried over winte
unless  wanted for home wmiiling.
Aboul (Gc was quoted 10 farmers al
the cjose of the week far best sampl s
of wheat, at I8 and 17 cent frelg *
rate polntx TWhat *best sampler
meany, however, varieo conaiderablr,
and doers not mverage dbetter than 2

’



