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PECULIAR METHODS.
Th momist, an insurance jour-
il published at nto, has recently
been attacking the Great West Life
Assurance Co, of Winnipeg. The
Winnipeg company hus not only been
sharply criticlzed In the columns of
he Bronomist, but It has been further
jearned that the publishers of  that
have written to insurance men

irtunlly asking or at least suggest-
ng (hat they should write letters of
riticlem upon the policy of the Great

West Life, for publication in the FBeon-
who replied to the
letters  were guaranteed
recy, 0 far as thelr names were

rsons

oncerned, and it was suggested that
they could write under an assumed
name

It is quite within the sphere of a
¥ table journal to honestly eriti-
clze w public corporation, such as a
life fusurance  company, but for a
paper to solleit eriticlsms from other:
ndicates that  there 1s

somewhe Such a course is
ther unwarranted and not the
iction that would be expected from an
honestly conducted journal. It would
ot once indicate that there were ulter-
stives in the attack upon the
ireat West Tife. Most respectable
jourtiale deprecate the publication of
Jetters under an assumed name. Many
publish such let-
ers at all, in cases where eriticism of
parties  is  concerned. The
olicitation of such eriticlsms upon the
ireat West Life, therefore, makes the
wse ook bad from the outset for the
Feonomist

journals refuse to

The motive of the
wking the

Economist in at-
Great West Life was ap-
v well known to the managers
bf thit company, but they have up to
he present r ned from making any
eply thereto. The following letter re.
v ome time ago by the Great
West Life from the Economist will ex-

lin the

situation: —
Toronto, Feb, 20th,
P. 1 1irock, Beq.,
M iging Diree
surance
Manitoba.

1002

or Great West Life
Company, Winnipeg,

I of the 10th

st

utpt

tive

i

It wis this unwise step which fore-

! (b farmers and traders of St.

hon < out of business, and was the

brimm cause of the trouble which

ventin | the Temperance and
sorry, indeed, to see

he ( Vest get a set back or have

e obliterated like that of the

wnd ()
We liive not the slightest doubt that
our cxecutive committee will regret

THE

their action insiue of three months,
and that the loss to the company in
renewal premiums alone in one
will be greater and all the cost of ad.
vertising for five years.
Trusting that we have
company  sufficient  opy
avall ftself of th

given your
rtunity  to
privilege of patron-

ising “The nomist,” we remain
Yours Truly,
THE ECONOMIST PRINTING AND
PUTLISHING €O, of Toronto, Ltd

WM. SANDERSON
Manager and Editor

first perusal of this letter
the editor of The Commercial was, to
sy the least, greatly surprised. The
first impulse was to read the letter
over agaln carefully, to be sure of ts
MIng; but of this there can be no
mistake. It is a most bare-faced and
coarse atten to compel the Great
West Life to patronize the adverti
Ing columns of the Economist. The
insurance compan: s virtually told
that it will be wipe 1 out if it does not
help to support the Economist. The
threat haviig falled, the attempt is
now being made to injure the com-
pany. No rn could
of course submit to extortion of this

At the

table cone

respe
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DURABILITY OF PAPER AND INK.

The public has not yet givin much,

If any, attention to the fact that most
of the printed matter of to-day is of
+ transient characte:  wing to the

lnck of durability I paper and
ink used in its production. The wood
pulp paper ko commonly in use to
duy does not

qualities

possess the  enduring
zed the pa

earlier days of the

which charactery
pers in use in the

printing art and most of the great
multitude of books, magazines ard
papers now being produced will in a
comparatively small number of years

have crumbled into dust on the shel-
ves of the libraries endowed and es
them It will
that most of them
hould pass away, and the world will
not be any the poorer for this fact, but
nevertheless it is important that this
contingeney should be
sideration by

tublished to preserve

perhaps, be bette

taken into con-
business it
rent records of
this age. Wood pulp paper and cheap
inks should used in the pro
duction of works which woula

those whose

14 to produce the perma

not be

o val-

MANITOBA FARM HOMES— WM. LOCKHART, LENORE.

nature. One of the directors of the
Great West Life, we are told, remark-
ed, when this letter was read, that he
would rather go out of business than
pay blackmail

The Commercial could hardly be-
lieve that any Canadian  publication
would engage in this kind of work in
such u bare-faced fashion. We had
heard it stated that certain of the in-
surance and financlal pa
business through pressure

upon the
companies, but this Is more than we

could have Imagined. The fact is,
there Is room for one, or at most two
good publications of this class in Can-
ada. One good insurance and finan-
clal journal would amply meet the re
quirements of the business. There is
certainly not room for all that are now
in the fleld. We are told that even
some of the more respectable of these
publications will not give a fair criti-
cism of any statement from the com-
panies unless they are given advertis-
ing.  When the circumstances are
known, it is not likely that the Heon-
omist will do the Great West Life
much harm

‘The compuny certainly Ves cre-
iz In refusing to yield to threats of
this nature. If the other insurance
and financial concerns would do like-
wise, these disreputable publications
would soon be weeded out.

ued by posterity. Those who have
them in charge say that the books and
documents of four or five hundred
years ago are quite s legible to-day
18 when first produced, and that up
2 about fifty years ago the materials
used were of practically imperishable

charicter, but the vast quantity of
literature  producec during  recent
times will In a comparatively short
space of time become faded and de-

The danger of losing Important re-
cords from this cause
fully re
ind ca

has come to be
ognized by most governments
* 18 being taken to use only
papers made from linen, cotton or
hemp fibres and inks of undoubted
durabllity in printing or writing state
documents. Tn all well conducted civil
services this matter now recelves the
most careful supervision and tests are
applied to all supplies of ‘stationery
Not only the ordinary writing inks are
subjected to such inspection, but type-
writing inks are also coming i for
attentic certain popular kinds
have already been pronounced unsuit-
able because of their fugitive charac-
ter. ANl typewriting inks of green
red, violet and other fancy colors will
rish In a very few years according to
opinion of the government experts.
reat care Is now exercised at Ottawa
to see that only permanent inks are

used on the machines

departments there

of the varlous

These facts have been pointed out
here as a warning to the commercial
community to see that |ts noks and

permanent records are safeguarded in

this respect

DOMINION BANK STATEMENT.
The first of the summer bank meet-
Ings 's that of the Dominiun Bank. On
\nother page of this issue will be
found a report of the proceedings of
Its annual meeting held at the hend
office in Toronto on May 27. The meet-
ing was largely alicnded than
usual and the transaction of business
was marked by expressions of satis-
faction from the shareholders at the
prosperous condition of the bank. We
have not as yet recefved a report of
the address of the general manager
which interesting  reading
could we present it, but the ieader of
the statement we give will be able
to see for himself that the tenor of
this address must have been most en-

would be

couraging. The profits for the year
were $445,567 as compared with $353,-
172 during the previous year; the

dividends amounted to as
agalnst $248,288 In the previous year
besides which $453.865 was transfer-

reserve fund and
rward, The reserve of this
bank is now $2,983,865 and its assets
amount to $33, 13 as against $28,-
MO571 a ye The note circula-
tion Is now $2.¢ NS, lllv deposits not
bearing inte the inter-
est-bearing deposits l"ll-hh‘ 17, and
the bills discounted und advances cur-
rent amount to $19,102,349. The paid-

up capital is now $2,083,865, which is
equal to the reserve fund. The earn-
ings  noted  above amounted  to

16 per cent on this capital. At the
meeting the directors took authority
to increase the capital to meet the
growing demands of the business,
Such a showing as this on the part
of a bank which does so much western
business as the, Dominion is particul
wrly gratifying to the business people
here.  Under the capable management
of F. L. Patton the western business
of this bank has grown wonderfully
and has contributed very largely to
did record made during the

government of
Is considering
in the

New  Zealand
A proposition to engage
resh meat business with Eng-
otland The meat will be
slaughtered in state-owned abattoirs
and shipped to Great Britain, whe
It will be so0ld In specially established
depots

The land

es of the Canada North-
mpany during May help
year's returns to very
tions. During the last
month acres were sold for a
total price of $406, making the ag-
gregate sales from January 1, 1903, to
June L a total of 177,600 acres, for
against  $3437 acres, for
ring the corresponding per-

n 23,686
fod in 1

8 M re is the author of a work
on “A New Plan of Creamery Work,’
which has just becu published. This
presents a number of \lll\flll Sugges-
tions as to centralization of creamery
work, ete, which should be of great
interest to the farmers and dairymen
of Manitobn. We presume that coples
work . may be obtained free

Barre, at Winnipeg, as no
wice Is named on the title page.

“Summer Trips by Trains and
ships,” Is the title under which the
‘anadian Paclfic Railway Company
ublishes its summer guide book for
1903 This little booklet is beaytiful-
Iy gotten up and is so pleasant to the
mind and sight by reason of its num-
erous half-tone engravings of points
of interest In Canada that sext to the
al experfence of a trip over the
pany's lines the perusal of such
of work should be placed for pleasure.
'8 of this work may be had from
. R. passenger agent
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