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THE CRITIC.

CITY CHIMES.

Wo havo been having wbat the old ladies call a bad ¢ spell ”* of weather,
and 1t seems to bo almost impussible fur the air to bo clear and dry or the
san t shive furth brightly un this rain-sesked district, Every day wo are
troated to copious showers of rain, and we aro piniog for some dry weather,
Uur hopos ate high though fur a west wind to blow ore loog and clear the
atmosphere of this depressing dsmpnoss, sthich, despite the sirougost resis
tance, 13 bourd to inflict that dread disease, * the blues,” on evon tho most
buoyant spirte.  Very littlo is ever oxpected of Nuvember in the way of
sanshine, but we have nut yot had any Indian summet, ev that our outlovk
for the month on which we are about t. enter is nut altogether without a
brig}n lipe, althuugh 1n truth st present ** o formless geay confusion covers
all.’ — .
The opeving of the Y. M. L. A. basisr has boen postponed until Mon-
day evening next, November 2ad. It will cuntinue for a week and groat
results aro looked for. If the success of former similar eoterprises of this
Association are to bo a cutern, tho vxpsctativns of the sucioty and their
friends will surely be fully realized. Tuo bozisr is to be beld ia the drill
ehod, and will be furmally opened by His Graco the Archbishup, who is
patron of the Association.

It has been decided. The Profcesora of Dalbousio have pronvunced the
edict “ po dancing " and the hopes of the gay terpsichurean devo:ces have
been cruelly crushed. Seniously, thuugh, we are sorry that the learned budy
ferl that itis botter to owit the dance 1a Dalhousie’s annual celcbration of
George Munro day, but no duubt the Prigcipal snd those of bis colleagues
who sgresd with him have carefully pondored this matter bufute they decid-
ed io oppusition to the wishez of a large mijurity of the studonts, and it is
to be hoped that tho anticipated seceplivn will cume off 88 pleasantly and
arzangementa run 88 smosthly as ou the furmer occision whea ** the boys "
entertained their numeroas friends aud well-wishere.

The Sunday School teacuurs sad thuse interestod in the woik have been
having & busy time tbis week io Hhfax. The seventh Sunday Schoul
Conventivn ut Nova Sceiia opened in the First Baptist Charch, Spring
Garden Ruad, on Tuosday eveming sud conunued weeiings thruoytout
Wednesday and Thursday. Thers were nearly two hundred delegates from
different parts of the Province, and much practicsl discussion of this im-
portsnt work ot the church tuvk place. Many excellont addresses were
delivered, sud all atlonding these mecubngs must hate been Lu.ped and
stimulsted 10 the guod wurk of winsing the little ones, and developing the
good that is in the young of our country.

Woe read in an exchange the other day directions fur crochetling a waist-
coat for wear in culd weather, aud e article wound up by sayiog—* these
vests ate almost usi.craally worn in Eogland snd Canads.,” We wonder if
we are ¢t of the fashivp, fur we bave nevet possessed ono of these warm
snd comfortable veats.

—

Dr, Partridge's lecture in 8t. George's Church on Sunday afternoon was
listened to with much interest by a large audience. His subject was—
“ The Science of the Suul,” and cunloined much deep and researchiog
thought, wbich was ably expounded by tue lecturer, whou is always listened
to with pleasure and attentin. OQua thus ccessivn the Roverend gentleman
thoruughly dircussed mind readiog, spuriivalism, and bypootism, and
brought out some very goud ideas. As an avswer 10 the qaery of m.oy as
to whother 1t is right that we shou.d try 10 sasusfy var craving fur niure
knowledge,fur deoper usderstandiug of the tl-uts and puwer with whbich mw
ia endowed, Dr. Partndgo reasvus taa: ** Tuero may be ruvm fur difl rence
of upipion ou many detals of systomatic rehigive.  There should bu nuse as
to whether man should culivate all Lis gifie, and use to the full all his
talents. Thought canout be stifled.  Waal is 10 itself permovoeat remains,
The human mind wul search, and piube, and reflect, and 1easun , and none
can prevent it. It ie the pait of religivh to yuide and to watch , to stimulate
end to baianco, and in propoitiva W putity of motive and earneat seeking
sfter Gud, to encourage and to biess.” It certaioly seoms, as Dr. Partiidge
s0ys, that we ato but begioning to real.zs diwly out capabilities. This lec
ture was the fifth of the series which the pastur is deliveriog in St. George's
church each Sunday at 4.15 o'ciock, and all who bavo beon priviloged to
attend these discourses are warm 1o their expressions of spproval of the
servico which Rev, Canon Paitridge 1 rendesiug by these thoughtful papors.

The grand militsry tournament and promensdo coocert which has been
beld in the royal exhibition buildiog on \Vedoesday and Thursday evenings
of this week hLas buen a cumpleto success, and the 63rd Rifles have every
ressun to feel proud of tho favurable resuus which have rowarded their
efforts.  Lsrge crowds attended boih evenings, and the music futnisked by
the bands of the 63rd Rifles and ihe Leicestershire rogimont was slune well
worth tho sdwission feo. Many sprctators from tho conniry were prosent.
Most of tho cvents wero intsbsesy iwicresting, and we find it difhicelt to
particalanizo in cur himited space. Pethaps tnvugh the tug of wet butween
teams of the H. G. A. aud the 63rd Rifles might bo said .0 have pruved the
most exciting. Cortaioly both fiist aud secund tosms of thoe H. G. A, sro
to bo coogratulated on their viclury, the cubtest being a close ono. Tho
double trapezs porformance by Sorgi.-Msjor Kelly and Mr. McCulivch of
the 63:d Rifles deserves special moantion, aud was mach esjuyed by the
sppreciative audionce. Ino gun drui by 18 mon-uf-war sailors from 1. M.
S. Bellerophun was the most amusing of 8li the cvents, and the agility of Lho
tars in hsodling the pioce of orduance was woodetful W behold. They
worked liko ** greased iightning,”’ and made luts of fun with the wheol races,
etc. Tho high jump was one of tho most graceful feats performed, and

rounds of applouse greeted Mr, H. L. Ruggles when he took firat prixa by
jumping 5 foet 3} inches Mo was handicapped 3 inches, and had to beat
Mr. O'Brien who jumpod 4 feat 11§ inchee. Mr. Ruggles is a particularly
graceful jumpor and scldom balke, as did somo of the contestsnts. The
music was good, for what else could be said where the Leicestershire band
played, aud we wero by no means ashamed of the performauce of the 63rd
band. It wasan oversight that no arrangoments for the comfort of the ladios
who patronized tho assanit were made. A very few chairs woro available,
and tho regular plank scats by the railing wore all occupied by men. Tbe
loag waits betwoen ovents were rathor tiresome, and it appeared to onlookers
that it would hava boen quite 8s easy to have things fillow more quickly.
Tho tournament must havo beon a success financially, for there was a full
house, and tho 63rd doserved it.

Sundsy last was a memorable day for all who attended tho harvest fosti-
val aervices at the Garrisoa Church. Rev Dr. Gilpin proached at the
parads service in the moarning, and in the aftirnion at the chi'dren’s fruit
and fluwer servico, the littlo ones were appropristely addressed by Rev. T.
B. N. Norman Les, chaplain of Her Majesty’sforces. In the avening stand
ing room was at a premium and many were turned away, unable to gain
admission. The other city churches suffored accordingly, but a full choral
setvice, the music being by the fall band of tho Loicestershire Regiment,
the ergan and the choir, proves an irresistib'o attraction, and tLe quaint little
church was fillel to overflowing. The text of the sormon by Rev. W. B, King
was weoll chusen, the love of the bountiful giver of all and thankfulness due
being the theme of the disoourse, which was attentively listaned to by the
large congregation, After the sorvico was over the full bind rendered, in
its usual grand style, the boautiful solection** The Heavens are Tolling,”
and thus closed the thanksgiving servicss of the day. The church wag
boaatifully decorsted, banches of whest tied with clusters of red berries,
ornamented pillars, windows, etc. The palpit and reading desks wers pro-
fusely covered with flowere, fruit and autumn !eaves, while a table bshind
the chancel rail was loaded with fruit of all kinds, apples, grapes, peaches,
banauas, etc., etc.. all forming a delightfal pr.fusion of the good things of
our Jand  This Eoglish ca-tum of sotting apart a Sundsy for devotional
exercises of thanksgivicg and praise is a very pretty oue, aod our English
churches do well to perpetuate it.

Thoe G:au Opera Cuompany has been playing to large houses in the Aca-
demy of Music this week. 2Aonday, Tuesday and Wedaesday evenings the
bright and attractive opers, ** Said Pushs,” was on, and was heartily enjoyed
by apprecistive audiences. This is a two act comic opers, and contsins
eome vory pretty mausic, and the parls are well taken by tho members of this
excollent company., The Pasha, a Tuarkish Diplomat, was impersonated by
Frarcis Gaillard, who understuud his part, and played it well. Adolph
Masyeor, ¢ Hassen Buy,” has a strong but hardly a pleasing baritone voica.
Herman Waldo as ** Terano,” 8 Mex'can nobleman, had a very pleasant rolo,
and although only a fair actor, being a little constrained, possesses a good
tenor voice, snd will probably grow in the favor of his audiences. Stanley
Feolch aud Kirtland Calhoun provoked much merriment and formed a good
team of humorists. And now for the ladies ; Miss Elith Mason, the youog
and protty prima donna, fully came up to the anticipations of tho andiences,
and promiscs Lo pruva a great favarite. She poesosses a fine clear voice,
woll cultivaiod aud very pleasirg, and as *“Sereas,” tho Pasha's daughbter,
had a very pretty part. Miss Julis Cslhoun sc.red a great jsuceess as
AL, the Q .eou of Altars, and was presentsd with a lovely basket of
flowers afier ot dast with Terano. The other 1adies did not have wmach
scope for their talents, but did well waat wss required of thsm Tae choras
of this cumpany is very atro ¢ indeed, and the orchestra, assisted by sime
of vur lucal talont, is excepti nally good. M.s G-ace Gailey's danco in
the socond act of  Said Pasha ™ is very protty and graceful. Just hore we
might spoak of the rich and varied cosiumes worn, all of which are undoubt-
odly beautiful, but while in the large Am:rican citi~s this styls of dress, or
uodress, would be taken quite as a matter of course, in comservative, critical
littie Halifax we havo many whose ideas of gool tiste would undoubtedly
bo much offended by the appropriately call “‘ abbreviated skirts™ worn by
the fomalo portion of the compeny. All in all the Grau is by far the best
upeta troupe Haiifax has been favored with for a lung time, and we trast
the theatre goers of out city koow how to appreciito a good thing when
they find it. Manager Clatke is t3 b congraiulited oa the success of his
offurts to have the Acsdemy uccupied by a ga1>1 company, aud we hope the
proeont engagement may prove adrantageous to all concerned, and provide
accoptable entortainmont daring this dullsex-on.

That neither wind or woathoer daunts the football enthusiasts was proved.
last Ssturday sfictnvon, whon the Wandorore and Garrisons met on the Polo
grounds and played the fuarth game of the championship foot-ball series.
The d.y was damp, cold aud deciledly uapleasant, the wind being very
penctratiog and blowing straight frum the north east, bat the attendsnce wis
fair and tho speciators appesrod to furget discomfort in the excitemont of
the contest. The game was a good one, and both teams did some fine work,
tbe Wanderors coming off victors, score 6 to 0. Thero ore only two more
matches in the series, ond the gamo to murrow, when Dalhaasie nnd Garri-
sud tosms mect, is cagorly looked forward to. Each victory scores two
points, and the cunpetitors now atend — Wandorors 6, Dalbsusio 2, Garrison
0. The red.and Llacke are evidently boucd to win, and the members of
(hio team feol very guod jost now. Tho Cul'ogo boys havetwo morechances
huwover, aod thoit hopes are h'gh. The sccond fificons of the Dalhousiana
aod Wandorors are doing same vory good work, and have had soveral inter-
osting matchos. Tatorest and onthusiam rans high, and the gamo is rapidly
growing in favor with our citizens,



