THE CRITIC.

CITY CHIMES.

Che complimentary benefit concort tondered to Mr. Blackmore by his
musical friends, took place in Orpheus Hall last night. It unfortunately
comes too Jato for us to give an account of it this wook.

Prince George of Walcs and Hon. Edward Stanley, Sir John Roes and
Capt. Jonkins, A.D.C,, Admiral Watson and Capt. Trowbridge, Flag-Liout.,
lng Mr., E. Robinson, Private Secrotary, Licut.-Governor Daly and Capt. J.
D. Ritchie, A. D. C., and the captains of the war ships in port are to bo
the guests at the dinner given by the Halifax Club this ovening.

Tho baziar soason will soon sot in with its usual soverity. Dattmouth
Iadies aro busy proparing for two. The ladios of Christ's Church intend
holding a tea and salo for the bonefit of that church, aud the King's Daugh.
ters will have ono somo time bofore Christmas, They should hoth Lo well

patronized.

Fot some timo thore has been a death of theatrical amusomeont in Halifax,
and society has been taking its cntertainmont in the form of concerts chiefly,
and not many of these, Iu fact thero have boen so many mutlin worrys and
balls that people have scarcely had time for public ontertainmonts, That
they only needed to have something tompting offered them in this line is
evidenced by the reception of the Lytell Company at the Academy of
Music on Monday evening, when tho ¢ The Great Metropolis' was presented.
The houee wae packed, and the audience was a highly appreciative one. It
is the first time * The Great Metropolis ” has beon played in Halifax, and it
has taken well. The scenic attractions are cspecially good, aud the acting is
of a praiseworthy standard. Mr. Lytell is so favorably known to Halifax
theatre-goers that his Company is almost certain to enjoy s successful season,
The play last night was * Maum Cree,” a romsntic Irish drams, which will
be repuated to-night, to-morroy night and at to-morrow's ruatinee.

Yestorday was Thanksgiving Day, and turkeys are not so numerous in
the land as they were before. Services wero hold in most of the churches.

The Banker's Ball at ¢ Maplewood” on Wednesday evening was a great
Buccess, The votaries of Terpsichore kept up their gay whitl until an
eatly hour on Thureday morning.

The Orpheus Club’s firat concert for this season will be given in Orpheus
Hall about the end of this month. Neatly all the subscription tickets have
been disposed of. The course will consist of seven concerts,

The Y. M. C. A, have arranged for Sam Small, tho noted Awmerican
revivalist, to come to Halifax and deliver his lscture “ From the BLar-room
to the Pulpit,” on the 20th of this month. The audienco will doubtiess be

large.

Hallowe'en was duly honored in many houscholds last Friday night.
“The weather was perfect up to about eleven o’clock, when the inevitable
1ain began to descend and later on the first snow of the season—tho earliest
for years——made its appearance, but not in such quantitics as to make us
exclaim in the words of a level-headed poet :

‘¢ And thou art here again beau-ti-ful suow ®
With joy I hail thy coming, but before

T write a’poem in thy praise, I'll go
And shovel off the walk Lefore my door.”

There was just enough to make the walkiog excerable, but towards the erd
of he next day it begsn to dry up. Tho weathor hss certainly deserved
some hard names for the way it haa bohaved during the last month, Some-
body who counted says that there were only four fino dsys, We did not
count, but are willing to ac.ept tho stalement as coming pretly near the truth.

O .

COMMERCIAL.

A nice balance is at present maintained in grocories between buyers and
sellers. Any special effort to sell goods boyond the limit of the natural de-
mand would most assuredly result in throwing the tono toward an casier
basis, but a slightly increased demand would stimulate holders to take ad-
vantage. Business in this line can, thercfore, be considered, on the wholo,
very good.

There is quite a boom in steamer enlerprises in thix Province. The Yar-
mouth Steamship Line is expecting to welcome its now steamor, tho Busson,
built to order snd recently Isunched in Scotland for it. It will run between
Yarmouth and Boston in copjunction with the Yarmoutb, and the line will
thus be ensbled to make more frequent trips than beretofore. It is under-
stood that the Canada Atlantic Line is serious:y contemplating tho ordering
of a second steamer to run in copjunction with the Falifax running between
this port and Boston. One of tho chief objects of the managers of this line
is to offer rapid transit and ample and comfortablo accommodation to passen-
gers. Their efforts in this direction havo been very successful and the
travelling public has shown its appreciation thercofin a marked manner.
The Furness Line has for sometime past employed two of its steamers in
making somewbat irregular trips, but averaging about one a month, between
Liverpool, Halifax and St. Jobn., Seeing a prospect that, with better accom-
wodstion and encoursgement, a largely increased trade way be developed
between the Maritime Provinces and the Mother country, they have announ-
ced their intentiun of adding five boats to the present branch live and of
making regular tripe of not moro than a fortnight apart. There is some
speculution as to what will be done with the Ulunda if she is successfully

repaired, Ono suggestion is that she bs put on the routo batweon Halifax
and Yarmouth and touching at all intermediate pointe, possibly with a view
of cutting out the smaller stestners Electra, Areadia, Bridgewater,and City
of St. John, esch of which occupios portions of that route. Qur opinion
is, however, that there noed be no cutting out, for, with the steady devalop.
meont of trade aloug our western shores, thero will bo plonty of work for all
of them to do. Itisto be hoped that all thia onergy and enterprise will
meot with its duo roward in tho shapo of a profitable and constantly incroas-

ing business.
Dradstreet’s roport of the woek’s failures :—
Week Urev. Weeks corresponding to

Qct. 31, week, ~——Qct:  Jle—— TFallures for the year tu date.

1890 1890 1889 1888 1887 1890 1839 1888 1847

Uvited States. .. 101 202 2451 2 €07 8351 9383 814 7025
Canada.,.iouoee. 30 33 33 M 23 1332 1328 1450 1075

Dny Goons.—There is but little o add in counection with this line, as
trado during tho weok has boen on the quistside. Soveral of tho houses con-
tinue to repott satisfactory orders on spring account—but this is all. The
sctual movement continues yuiet, and whatsorting up businessthereisis small,
o8 stocks have not had time to he broken into materially as yet, consequently
business in the way of immediato delivery is ulmost ni/, or the noxt thing to it.

Inon, HarpwARE AND METALY. —Siace our review of a week sgo there
has been no chango in the position and nothing worthy of remsrk has arisen.
The tone remains firm as regards all leading lines snd dealers do not look
for any chango in values in the immodiate future. Advices from primary
markets spoaks of continued firmness, and all brands of makets’ iton in
Great Britain keep firm, Thero has boen tho usual amount of fluctuation
to the speculative branch in Glasgow, but latest quotations show tho market
firm at £2 103 for Scotch warrants and £2 Te, 104d. for No. 3 Middles-
borough. )

Breavsturrs,—The local flour wmarket continues steady but quiet, with
somo little movement in low grades and extras. Prices generally rulv steady,
and bolders do not seom to be msking any concessions. Iu fact the influence
of the wheat position is the other way. Beorbohm's cable reports wheat
steady to firm, and corn quiet ; French country markets quiet. Tbe United
States msrkets have undergone no important change during the past weck,
but tho tendency is decidedly towards higher tigures, and despite the now
woll-established fact that the world's wheat yield in 1890 was fully 90,000,
000 bushels more than it was in 1889. Tho potato question is beginning to
be discussed with more intercat by our produce dealsrs, although thers is no
immediate indication of a boom, as the supply so far considerably overlaps
the demand. It is knowo, however, that the production in the United
States is considerably below the average of former years, aad after tho fall
glut, which usually occurs in most of tho great American centros overy saa-
son, is worked off, it is contended that our neighbors will bs cowpolled to
look abroad for a supply of the fivorito tubor. A large quantity of Cana-
disn potatces was shipped to the United Statos prior to the McKinley Tariff
comiog into force, and these importations, along with the largs quaatities of
native production now offering there, tend to keep prices in check at present,
but it appears to be gencrally conceded that values oo the other side of the
lino are bound to appreciate as soou s the cold weather sets in. An extract
from a letter received this week from Cincinnati says: —* I may be miataken,
but if our crop is as short as the Government reports show wo shall be com-
pelled to draw our supplies from Canada in spite of the duty. Of course
there is not the sligtest chanco of taking your potstoes at prosent, but 1
look for a sharp rise in prices before long, when I haveuo doubt you will hear
from me, and if prices on your side do not advanco in proportion we may do
somo business together. A duty of 30c. por bushel is a big kind of a barrier
to overcome, but I am of opinion thac it \ill havo to bo done, Daalers on
the Amesican sido of the border will have a fino tiws of it, as wany will
consider it no crimo 10 tako in such a necessary articlo of food withoul pay-
iog the duty.”

ProvisioNs —In the local market thoro is a good demsand passing for
pork, and short cuts are cowing in for considerable attention, Lard is also
moving freoly. DPrices aro unchanged. The only change in the Liverpool
provision market has been a further advanco of 6d. on light bacon. ‘The
Chicago murket was dull and easy. Pork declined 5c. Lsrd and short ribs
dropped about 23c. The Cbhicago hog market was stronger, advancing c.
Tho cattle market was slow. Sheep wero stoady.

Burrer anv Cueese.—The butler market continues the ssme. No one
scoms able to say oven approximatoly what the atocks in tho country are, but
tho goneral impression is that there will be onough for evory one when it
begins to come out. At present, Lolders are atiff and do not give any iudi-
cations of lefting go, 80 that the wovement is small and confined to such lots
&8 there iz an outlet for in a jobbfag way at high ligures. Oathe whole the
market is quict and indofinite with holders actusted by a firm tone. Tho
cheese market remains essentially tho same with little or no bueiness noted.

Fruir.—There bas been nothing new doing in dried fruit since our last
report, stocks held are very small, and there is no probability of any further -
supplies coming to hand this scason. New York prices are higher than
ours, 8o it will be impossible for us to draw from that market to suppiemen?,
our presont stocks, Sales of the first arrivals of winter apples have been
made on the other side, and hisve netted shippers very astisfactory profits,
several choico lots of Canadisn Baldwins realizing 23s, to 27s. per barrel,
Spies, Culverts snd Greanings 223, und Kings 31s. in Liverpool on Monday
last, the asles o which were immediately cabled here. Thoe decline in
prices reported vy ug lost weok had referenco to fall fruir, which it is said
arrived in po.r coudition, but as soon as the winter-keeping stock ssrived
thoro was an active demsnd for it at the above sploodid prices. Prices in
Glasgow wero algo cabled firm on Monday under an active enquiry In this
markot thero has been a Lrisk domusnd for winter fruit, apd sales have boen
made to agents of Glasgow houses ut 10s, {. 0. b, here, threo different agents



