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The Bunker Hill Celobration.
The material and outward part of tho
great Boston celebration of Juno 17Tth, 1875
was tho procession and review of the militia.
Belug almost exclusively a militia celebra-
tion of a militia battle, wo havo placed the
aocount in our Natfonnl Gunard columns
where it belongs, The really important part
of the day’s doings is found recorded in the
speeches of the representative men, soldiers
and citizens at the various banquots given
to visiting bodies, and it1s worthy of romack
that tho beat spesch of the day was made by
an ox-soldier, and that the distinctions of
the day were largely accorded to soldiers of
the lato war, whether from the North or
South. The speech of the day was that of
General Devens, an effort by no means un-
worthy to he olassed with the previous ora-
tions of Wobsterand Everett. As far as the
ocoasion goes it was even more suitablo, for
it was mainly devoted to a review of the
baltle, its immedinte causes, and its con-
duct, tactical and strategio. In thie respect
it excelled the previous efforts of orators,
which from the necessity of the case were
principally indisctiminate laudations of
America, clothed in gorgeous rhetoric, and
revlewing the political aspects of the Revo-
lution. From this indirect compariscn wi'h
previous cfforts, General Devens wisely ab-
stained. Ho could have gained mnothing,
and might have Jost ' much In the review of
the military aspects of the case, ho was more
competent than either of the previous ora-
tors, from education and experience ; and to
that he principally confined himself. In that
light his oration was a spendid effort,

Of coursn, on suc. an occasion and ad-
dressing an audience of Bostonians proud of
their native place and its famous battle, the
speaker was led into some laudation that
will hardly bear the test of stern and im-
partial investigation. Had he spoken solely
as a military critic, unbasged by the feclings
of an American, his work might have boen
more trustworthy fcr the impartial historian,
but would hardly have been fitted for nn
oration. The orator necessarily appears in
thelight of an advoscate, and what his speech
loses in value as o crilical review, it gains in
glow and fervor, the antiquariansearch after
truth being commionly very dry.

Ho speaks of the redoubt and brestwork
at Bunker Hill as beingalmost unconnected,
and in the same speech tells of the British
enfilading the brestwork, in this third attack,
with artillecry fire, when a roference to the
plans of the battle will shiow that to have
enfiladed the brestwork artillery must have
exccuted 8 grand swecp to the loft and m
rear of the redoubt, isolating the latter and
attacking on a new face. The real fact is,
that every plan ever publisbed of tho battle
of Bunker Hill comes from but one source,
@ map executed by Licutenant Page of the
British Engineers, who was oo Howe's staf},
and who made his plan on the ground, This
map was first published in Frothingham's
¢ Siego of Boaton,'’ and has only been'stolen
and altered by othor writers  This map
shows a clear line of defence, the redoubt
being the salient to a nearly perfect right
angle stretching back to the Mystic River.
It was the r¢ entering linc, which connected
the redoubt and the rail fence, that was en-
filaded by artillery in the third assult, and it
was the cross fire at the reenfering angle
ttlix:gmnde the horrible slaughter of the Bri-

Oa_the point of numbers on the Ameri-
can side he follows the two casy assumption
of most American writers on the subjeot,
exoept Frothingham, This assumption is,
that though there were killed and wounded

from 80 many regiments, only small parlies
of thoso rogiments wero present. ‘Frothing-
ham, from ocontemporary private letters
shows the presence of the colonels of almost
all tho regiments and many other-officers,
nnd wo must remember that their is always
in all troops a disposition to underate their
own forces and exaggerate those of the
encmwy. There never was made an official
report of the battle from the American sido,
for there was no one commander there. The
estimates of numbers on the American side,
in every history, sro confessedly inade on
the vaguest surmises,with no official founda-
tion,

Wo have condensed the oration of Gen-
eral Dovens, giving only the historlcal part
relating to the battle, It has been alabor
of lova for the benefit of our hardworked
Army officers on the Plains, who sce no
dailics, and naturally wish to hear of the
doings at home, while thoy are slaving away
their lives in hard work and danger.

General Deovens, once colonet aof the Fuf
teenth Mass., afterwarda a division com
mander in the Eleventh Army Corps, is now
on tho Massachusetts Bench, His Gettys-
burg speech at the New Haven Army Ite-
union, will be remombered by all Army offi-
cots, The General's delivery is, even outside
of the matter of his speech,unexceptionable,
being graceful and impassioned in action
and accompanied by a voice of great com-
pass and power, fully adequato to the calls
made upon it for emphasis and expression,
After welcoming the individual parts of the
great gathering the orator proceeded toa
review of tho causes of the American Revo-.
lution, i which he trod well known ground,
and advanoed rapidly to the consideration of
the imnediate provocation to the battlo it
self, saying :

The occupation of Bunkar iill was re-
solved on at the suggestion of the Commit-
teoe of Safety of Massachusetts, made witha
krowledge that General Gage was about to
take passession of tho heights of Chatrles-
town, and on the eveningof thoe 16th of June
the force destined for this formidable move-
ment assembled upon the Common, at Cam-
bridgo. It consisted of sume seven bundred
or cight hundred men, drawn from the regi
ments of Prescott, Frye and Bridge, and
some two hund: d monofConnecticut, from
the rogiment of Patnam, under Captain
‘Thomas Koowiton, the whole under the
command of Colonel Willlam Prescott. As
thoy formed for their march, Langdon, the
President of Harvard College, came from his
study and implored the blessing of God
upon their unkown and dangerous expedj-
tiom, . . -« . ’

It was nine o'clock in the evening.as the
dotachments with Prescott st their head
moved from Cambridge. On arriving at
Charlestown o consuliation was held, in
which it is believed that Putnun and per-
haps Pomeroy joined,and it was determened
to fortify Breed’s Hul, not then known by
tho distinotive name it has sincobrone. Crn-
nected with Bunker Hill by o hight ridge,
these two eminences might not improperly
bs considered as peaks of the same hil), and
for the same purposo of annoynuce to the
British at Boston Broed's Hill was better
adapted.

Togetler they traverso a large portion of
the peninsula of Charleatorn, whish con-
nected to the main land by a narrow neck
and broadening a8 it approaches Boston, is
washed on tho nothern side by the Mystic
and on the eustern and southern by the
Oharles River. As the line of retreat to the
Neck, which was the only approach, was
long, Breed's Hill could not be safely held
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hlowevor without fortifying Bunker Hill~
als0.

At nidnight the work on tho redoubt be-
gan, and at dawn the intronohmeonts, as they
wore discovered by the British fleet in
Charles River, which opened upon thom at
were about six feet high. Well shel.
within them the men, undey a terrifio
cannonade from the ships and floating bat-
tories' aided by a battery on Copp's Hill
opposite, continued to labor at the works
untill about 11 o'clock, when ihey were sub.
stantially finished. Atabout this time Gen-
eral Putnam reached the field, and reoom-
mended that the intrenching tools be sent
to Bunker Hill,where he directed the throw-
ing up of a breastwork, whioh, in the con-
fusion of the day, was never completed.

Cppressed by their severo labor, the ter.
rific heat and their want of water and pro*
visions, some urged upon Prescott that he
should send to General Ward that they
might be relieved, but this he resolutely re*
fused, saying that the men who had raised
the works were best ahle to defend them.
At Cambridge, howover, muoh anxiety pre:
vailed, and Gen. Ward, who was of opinion
that Gen. Gage must attack at once, and
would make his principal attack at Cam-
bridge; was uawilling to woaken the mein
army until his intentionsshould be devolop-
ed, but yielding partially to the cnergetio
remonstrances of the Comumittee of Safety
thfough Mr. Richard Devens, consented to
order to Charlestown the regiments of Stark
and Read, which were under his control.

The consultation at Boston, begun at the
snnouncement made by the cannonade from
the British ship, was spirited and long, It
was the opinion of Sir Henry Clinton that
troops should be landed at the Neck and
the evidently small force upon the hill then
taken in Peverso would easily be ocaptured.
But this plan had been rajecled by General
Gage, as the force thus landed might be
placed between two forces of the enemy, in
violation of the military axiom that troops
should be compolled to deal only with an
enemy in front. While the rule is sound, its
application to this case might well be doubt-
ed, as by concentrating the fire of the Bri
tish ships and batteries it would have been
impossible that any organized force could
have crossed the Neck had the British forces
been landed near tl.s point, and thus im®
Prisoned the Americaag in the Peninsula.
To attack the works in front, to carry them
by main force, to show how little able the
rabble that manned them were to compete
with the troops of the king, and to adminis-.
tera storn rebuke that should punish severe*
ly those actually in arms and admonish
those whose loyally was wavering, was more
in accordance with the spint that prevailed
in the British nrmy. Its officers were smart®
ing under the disgraceful retreat from Lex-
iugion and Concord, and wild not yat bas
lieva that they had before thom foemen
worthy of their steel.

1t was soon nfter 12 o'clock when the
troops + nmenced their movements from
tho No .o Battery, and Long Wharf of Bos-
ton, Innding at ooe o'clook, withont moles-
tatlion, at the extreme point of the penin-
sula known as Moulton’s Point, -On arriving,
Mujor General Howe, by whom they were
commanded, fiuding the work more formid-
ablo than he had anticipated, determined to
gend f'r reinforcements. This delay was un.
wise, for the interval, although it brought
him additional troops, proved of far more
advantage to the Americans,

When the news of the actnal landing
arrived a8t Cambridge a considerable body
of Massachusetts troops were -ordered to-
ward Charlestown, while Generat Patnam



