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Oberon is moored su that she will floatin |

twelve fulhonis water when tliomiao Is firod
aguinet ber, Tho mina will consist, it is
stated ~although wo lave no authority for
re; onting the statement—~of 1000ib, of tho
disc gun cotton in o service case, suspended
at'a dopth of 481k, nud at & horizontal dis -
tance of only 80{t. from the Qleron's port
side, Workmen hinve beon on boacd the
Oberon sinca shie hins -Loen lying at ho pro
sent moorings, rigging out a spar by which
to shspend the mno.—Broad drrow.

THE MARTINI.HENRY XIFLE.
. —

The decision of the Judicial Committes of
Privy Couucil in fuvour of the claims of Mr,
Hemy for a renewnl of his patent will give
sntisfuctioir'to all who are ncquainted wih
tho fucts, It is needful lhosever, to take
note oi the sharp distinction which exists n
fuct betweon the claums of this inventor and
tlie points on which so much controversy
bas ween raised. The Marlini Houry rifle
which is now being served out to tho troops
is u compound weapon, consisting of tie
Henry barrel and tho 3lertini nction. Now,
in the first plnce, there is no doubt in uny
sane mind that the shooting depends muin.
ly if not entirely on tho bwrrel. If the
charga could be lighted by n lucifer match
the eflrot on the sliooting would Lo pre-

cisoly tlie same 08 when the caviridgo is,

ignited by mechanioal means. Somo nllow
ance must be made for the effsct of the puil
on.the steadivess ot the hand, perhaps, but
outside this narrow limit, the value of » vifle
as a weapon of precision depends on tho
barrel ; axd the barrel alone wea the sub
Jjeot of eontest in the recent acgion between
the tenry Compnny and the other gun-
muakers of the United Kmgdom.

It has been stated that almost overy other
nation in Europe bas.adopied n weapon un
like the Muritint-llenry, trom which it is in-
ferred that the decision of the Fletcher
Committee is worthy of very hittle vespect,
This statement, however, igunores the dis
tioction hetween tho action'and the barrel.
We believe wé aro corréct in stating that
the superiority of the Henry barrel s uni-
versally ackuowledged. Instead of the
Mirtini nction. othiér nations have adopted
somé form of the bolt system, of which the
Gernmian necdlo gun was the'Tirst example,
Taere is. good reason to believe that the
bolt aciion, is improved and simplified. for
example, by Mujor Pieri, of tho French Ser-
vice,who bias invented tho *-Fusil & Datente.
Supérienve,” and the * Cartouchiv Métnlio
Cuoutchouce,’ hus some, and perhaps noin
considerable advautages over tho Murtini
action. ‘To begin with, there are five party
instead of twenty five separate preces i the
muchanism., But it is not for 2 moment
pretended by the advocates of this or any
other modification of the boft system, that
the weapon makes better shooting thau the
Martini'Henry, The argument is that the
Piorl system—if wo muy-take that as tho
best type of the bolt-action—is very much
cheaper than the MMartini, and that 1ls
simple méchanism can be more eusily Man-
aged'by unskilled hinds; and from tius
‘point’of view it-migbt be granted that if our
Joveinment had to hegin au fond, the

“Heénry barrel, und the Piert nction (fathng

the Henry barrel with the improved ey
aclion), would stand 2 1air chanco of bewng
considered fuvourably. But the first ex-
peuse his been incurred. The aArmy s
Lejny supplied with tho best shooting wea-
poui i thie world, it not with the bestin such
utler respects us buve wbéaring on-lts prico

und convenience ratherthan on its eflicioucy,
aud it Ixonly rensonablo that tho iuventor
to whoso ingenuity wo aro indebted for that
am, should be rewarded for a lubour of
skl in wuich ho has spent fourteen yeus
ol lus lite while awailing the success ho hie
now nchieved. In tho argument urged hy
e opposing counsel, that the ditirrence bo
twean the Henry bareel and its rivals was so
slight as to be almnst inapprociible, we read
the best evidenco in favour of its claims :
81100 1t proves that it was only by appropri-
ating his priuciplo 8o nearly ns they dared
that rival gunsmiths have attempted to com
pote with him in tho markets of the world.
1f wo mauy ventyre an opinion on thoe gen
eral question, we may be allowed to suy that
the spiral spring of the Mactintaction is pro:
bably not perfect, and tho heating of the
tarrel consequent on tho use of metallic
cartridges is also n slight drawback. But,
then, this dinwback is one which it sharos
in conuuon with all breechloading rifles in
which metallic cartrilges are used. A ro-

medy for this defect might poasibly be.

found in M, Pieri's **cartoucho mbtailo-ca-
outchoue,” which is metslconted with india

rubber, 1lere, hovover, tho e<penso faces
us ; for. in spitu of the inventor’s assertions,
itis hatd to see how & wmelal cartridge coat.
ed with indisrubber, ond contamng the
sameo weight of brass as one wishout the
conting,’c be mado us chexp as the latiern
This is & logical puzzie which 1t requires ali
tho onthusiasm of the inventor to explain

In the matter of recoil, 1t is ovvious that
the shortened cartridgo of the Martim-
Henry must, caleris paribus, be at n disad -
vantage as compared with the longcartridge
used with the twolt action, Thera 13 no room
uero {or a matter of opmmion, as the matter
resolves itself into a caleulatinn of forces.
Oa tho whole, wo do not look for a reyers.al
of tho decision arrived at by the Small Arns
Committee,at least for tho next seven years ;
but what we may reasonably anticipute is an
unprovement in the details of the mechan

1sm within that period. In the weantime,if
uny other nitinn should possess itsell of
better weapous~cheapor ones, and very
eflicient ones too, they may have already —
e aro conteat to wait till our e>ldiers can
piek them upon the field of “attle.—DBroad
Arrow, 141h Nov,

RUSSIA'S DREAD OF VOLUNTEEKRS,

JPerhiaps our readers aro hardly aware of
the recent attempt of Russia and Germany
to wstituto . code for regulating iarfuro
wihnch would render Voluateering and all
patnietic effurt agriust a foreign toe impos-
sible  1he Iate Lonference i.eld nt Brussels
hiad Lad betore 1t the grand scheme to which
we nllude, prepared by Ruasiz and aequies:
ced 1t by Germauy. A'higher tribite to our
Volounteer organisa.jon, pethaps,was never
nwre unwitungly paid, nora higher evidence
ot the untold valao of that organizuion in
having-prevented machinations sgainst our
atiores, Lluo realder, perhaps, will hardly
believo us, and it ii aatonishing thas that
wondorfully puficd up newspaper press,
which everybody boasts and talks so much

-about should bave hd thoe fucts befere their

cyes and under their noses for monthr, and
yect never oven discovered their signiticanco,
or cared ought of their plain teachings, be:
cause thoy think it a far 1igher gnwe'to be.
witder their mtellects with groat striving
alter snge oracular prophesyings over inter
Luropean politics, and wighty strugghngs
with sensational di coveries, to stirup the

wonderloving: populuce wto buying their

{ulalliblo teachings at tho low chargo of a
penny. Of coursc the country can neverbe
invaded {- suah {3 the cry, Ask theih the
veason why, and thuy regard the quostioner
us a fool, nnd tell him, ¢ T'he navy is our de*
fence, and what have wa to do with Volune
tacting?” Mounoy—iworship lins addiod the
brains of sur people, and it almost scoms ns
If it threatened to lick up Lhe lust embers of
cuthusinsm which descended to us throuqh
many generations of heroic {athers, who in
their days made invasion and defoat impos-
sible, beoauso they waited nol for invasion,
nor trusted their protection of their vile
bodies to ships and aailors merely, but went
forth and stayed tho would.be invador on
his own soil, We shall notdecry our navy—
though our coinmercial humanitarians have
pulled its teeth by giving up the riglt of
gearch and eapture.of an onemy's goods in
whut thoy call neutral-bottoms—and Russia
and Germainy may cars less for its inert
omunipotenco thinn for the omipresent dbuers
ry of an armod and trained people of auxili

ary—not regutar—soldiors, It is never the
design of theinvader and the tyrant to bind
or brealk down opposition to the carrying
out of their will by fores of arms. True
cconomy holds standing armies—regular
soldiers—as vory unnecessary evils, i{ there
wero not more damnable wickedness in their
wake. Despotsnot only trust tlieic own re-
gular soldiers, on whom, ss tho prics of
tlood, they lavish the splendours of u court,
and offer niches in tho history of their nc-
chisvements, but they try to institute
among their allies and neighbours similar
ides. It may basaid that in modern times
there is no such thing as setting up the sol*
diecy againgt the peopte~ the man of war
against the man- of peace—the milifary
hireling nguinst the producers and main*
tainers of weaith. Itis suaid ' that these are
things of the paat—and now tho peopls have
therr rights,and are i ecognised in their liber-
tes—that Magna Charlas and Reform Bills,
revelutions and plebiscites, freo trade and a
free pr a3, soctal congresses and peace con*
gresses, and a hoste of inaciive be muddled
creatures, short sighted and bespectacled,
puffy, and lagy, and fat, bave randered ruch
things now barely possible—in fact, all but
impossible, We fear it is just the antion of
theso men of folty who fear thesightofa
sword and deprecsto the pulling ot a rifle
trigger, that push the very bideoua-thing
into being which their wrotched inbumani*
tarinnismdreads, Our peace dreamers may
prove too truly the harbingers of war, -No
pe:cs that resls on weakness is secure ; and
all insting peace that rests on resistance as
the harmony of nnturg is upheld by the re*
sistance of gravity, or that the foundatioss
of a bLuilding rest on the resistunce of the
solid earth. Socictly is held: togetlier by
power, and built up by energy. .All energy
isstrength, and must rest on material out
puttings. Tho paace of natwons is secured
vy exactly the sume menns as stability elses

-where—strength ; the strength, energy, and

resolution of their people to be free and
pe-cful, Tho Czar of Russia knows.thus well,
and many .potentstes; who:e hereditary
policy is to increaso the boundaries of their
empire—to hirsel yont, hke a well ‘known
Scotush laird, who stayed not froma small
beginunings till hiz land reashed from sea to
sea, aud till the proverb rocognised the
greed of the Campbells, ‘and the prayer for
the. Lord’s deliverance therefrom~—know it
100. Tho recent International Congress (as
it was called) ut Bruasels. was simmy.a con*
clave convened by crowned buglars: sand
wouldrbe invaders for iurthering-the ends
of-their fraternity, Its aim'was toinduge the



