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hulk romnined nwash it had beon designed
to run at it with a *“louded Harvey torpedo,
but the want of a target provented this
pwt of the programmo from being carried
ont,”

Lty

OuR contemporary Lraad Airow W oite
ita issue of the 1Sth Qctober, has an articlo
on the exercise of patvonago in the regulur
nervice, which exhibits n curious phaso of
Whig Rudical mmagement and throws a
floud of ight on the cost of the non combat:
ant branch of the nrmy.  Our readers will
secolleet that this utterly useless appendage
coat the British people over £6,000,000 store
ling. whilo the fighting or aotive force costs
s little over £9,000 000; that Wlig-Rdieal
cconomy has robbed the soldicr of & pension,
and shortened lis service, in order to pros
vide patronage for their velatives, friends
und dependants, and that the whole result
of their policy has left England without an
army ; while the cost ot what is called a
wmilitury forco has been increased by the
whole cost of the non combatant class.  Re-
gimental paymasters should slways bo coni
batant oflicers. It is not only injadicioua.but
actunlly the nieans of promoting demorahiza
tion in the service, to put their daty on the
the shoulders of company oflicers; and us
Canpwert's Avmy Reform Bilt has lowered
tho tone of the cliuss who will in future seck
commissions, if the responsibility 15 to be
thrown ou the shoulders of the company
officers, defaleations will Le the result; for
the simple reason, thit those men are al-
veady underpaid, and, while the temptation
is within their reach, there is not bebind
family namo or bhistatie jride to wi as a
counterbalance. The wrangements for
paying troops should be entirely apurt from
their command,and the otlice should be fill-
ed by a combatant officer who had served.
‘I'be following is'tho extraordinary ..rticle veo
ferred to:—

# It is underst~od to be the policy of the
Government toincrease the responsibility ol
combatant officers in respect to thnse duties
which have bitherto been mainly dischargen
by regimental pnymasters: and yet it is no
less avident that there is another distinct
polioy quietly working its way, numely. the
appointment of civiliuns.either from theWar
Depattment or from out the Service alto-
gethier, to the various new posts which are
now perenially crojiping up in the continual
yearning for some new thing in administra-
tion, Paymasterships and other adminis
trative appointments were formerly thoni.
tural refuge of deserving combatnt oflicers
when-they could no longer hold, with ad
vantage to themselves, the commission of &
lieutenant or ciptain ; and this old policy of
providing for the continued employment of
good ‘officers under the various charges of
theiriéaréer was sound, and should be de
veloped rather than curtailed. Jt has been
said that soldters are no accountants, and it
is trus cnough that somo have sufficiently

roved thelr incapacity in this respect. But
it might have been equally said that soldiers
were no ‘mechanics, no mithematicians, uo
chemists; no geographers, no linguists ; and
if now an officer must not be wholly ‘inno-
cent of all thoze things, peay why is it to be

assumed that, as a combatant, he must es-
sentially lack the capacity for that napunt
of simiple arithmetic required for the con
struction ol a pay list ? By all mean let ths
Government require from each snb-lisuten
‘ant prool that he can put twoaud two to-
gother. Ho will requiro to know somothm%
of arithmelicif he over becomo a goner:
officer ; and it will ba ar well even, hefore
that peviod, that he should know tho conse-
quence of signing a bill benring interest at
5 per cent. per mensein ; but the natural
result of this ndditional qualification should
he that every single nppointment to the Pay
Depurtment of the Army should bo filled by
transfer, from tho combataut ranks, of those
who, perhaps for dumestic reasons, cinnot
continue snlistied with « single barrack-roon
or the thivd part of a bell tent.  Oncofour
correspondents Jast week remurked (hut wo
ommnot conlirm his statement) that * nine
tenths of the paymastess have been civiliang
ab initio.”” Such n state of things would
have been a scandel to any Govermment
professing to bu puided by the requirements
of the Service nnd justice to all ranks; but
it is bad enough ayit is, and for the future
there can bo no excuse fur considering the
pay branch of tha Servico a subject of snug
priyate patronage, unless the selection of
the patron be restricted to those in tho
ranks of the Aruy who have been ready to
shed their bloxld for their country, us well
ag their ink and who are unquestionably
entitled 10 whatever postanay be available,
of n more ¢as, and less dangerous character
when thair o s past for Jauding o forlorn
hope.
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Tue Unite ! Soates g cnd NaegJornal
of the 1st Novem'vor, has an article on the
valuo of contests similwe to that receutly
carried on at Cree lmoar, especially s re-
spects the sclection of the best and most
suitable weapon, in which oceasion is taken
to lawl the Remingion rifls as being super-
ior to the weapan used cither by French,
Germen or [rglishacmies.  We ave quite
willing to helicve thatit is possible to invent
or proluss + veepon of greater accuracy
and e complicited adjustment than
those iu the hoar s of the soldicis of the
uations nan=t bul we must see better
wotk done at Coeedmonr by the R nuington
Rifle Le'ore we we wiiling to accept our
cantempor.ay’s valuation of it as n saperin
we pon.

The Snider Eaficld is not furushel avh
fino sporting sights, bal it is able o ULeat
the Reminglon in accuracy of fire, is « bet -
ter sollier's sweapon, and is itself inferior to
the Marlini Henry, to the improvements in
whlich the proprictors of the Remington laul
claims, if we are not wmistaken. Militacy
rifles, as o general rule, do not need fine
sights, simply bheciuse their work will Le
done at from one hundred to fifty y rds.
Sporting rifles, by which a partridge’s head
can be shot off, or a turkey’s eyo knocked
out nt 290 yards, require claborate sights ;
but no such machintty is required to five

and its horses,  We give our contempory s
article in full as {ollows ;—
¢ Not the least useful result of Cieod-~

moor, by any meane, will be the practical
s lessons it has already taught in the impor-

against & lino of men, or a gun detachment

Wt
fant matter of small arm excotlenco nnd tho
improvement which will nocessarily follow

its practioe, in the perfecting and sighting
lof our milltary as well as our sporting rifles.
Up to the Wimblodon era the Eoglish En.
Hiold was sighted with respectable correct.
I'ness taa 400 yards range, bnt beyond that
»was issued &) the soldier o theoughly unre
liable pioce g0 far ns this wow pupartant
feature was concerned  The Lault which o
sticoessful Riflospractice Assoeition hs cor-
racted in the English armament, unfortu.
nately still exists in tho United States mili-
tary rifle and the military Remington. We
are nssured that in future the Heminglons
will be sighted as they ouglit to ve. and we
know that their prosent dofect is duo to n
comphianca with the demands of Ovdnance
Boards. Regarding ** queations of army’
the Forest and Streamn rewarks ae (ollows :—
*t The great usa of tha rifle rango is that it
must desyonstrate whether an amm is good
or not.  Skill may have a grod deal to do
with the marit ofa high score, but ns the
weapon used come into tho hands of notonly
experts, but of second and third clnss shots,
the use of Crecdmoor or any other range
must determino the averagoe excollenco of
any gun. Thoe Remington ville lus heen
fully teated and hias been found to be ex-
cellent,not only a8 nmilitery Lut ne a syort
ing mnfle.  In mmy of the mutches
as may bo seen on  examinag the
scores, the Remington has leld us own
with the most dehicately adjusted nrms.
ftilles like the Rigby and Motlord hnve tost
carefully adjusted sights, were: allowances
all made for eftects of wind blowing :ueross
the line of fire, &c. The use of all sucly ad-
Jjustments are perfectly in order, and should
bo encouraged in every way. It riflo us
was remarked by I2®ich in speaking of the
complicated nrrangements of the Wimble-
don expert, ‘had o sieam engine at one end
and & windmill at another,’ so much the
better, it in o range of a thousand yards, the
marksman can improve ‘his score u single
figure. There is not then tho least doubt
that when the Reniington rilles have adjust-
ed to them these liner sights, that they will
not only shoot quite as well, but possibly
out shoot either the Rigby or Metford, In
comparing it as a military arm with the
arms used by either the English, French or
German, we muss declare it Lo be superior as
to accuracy. Its penétration was also ra

warkable,shown by a shot pussing through 3
teet of souid packed dirt, perforaunga thick
Llock of wood, and then falling spent with
its sbape still ulmost perfect. ~ Subsequens
general mntclies yet tv como may bribg in
prominence some other rifle, but for the
present, for all work,we are inclined to think
that with a s'culy hand, and clew sight,
whether the muoksma be o sollier or a
sporisman,tin 'o nington haz eleuly proved
uself tho best :umot today.  The Sharpe
rifle, especially m the press mateh, showed
its excellence, and is o weipun of grear
merit. In judgiug ofall rille contests, our
readers not familiur with the subjaet stiould
always boar in mind thata windy day always
affects the shootiny.  In concluding our re.
marks on the lirst American nfle contest,
we belicve that the time will come when
Creedmoor will be far too small for the con-
course of people who will assemble from all
'p-ris ot the Union to witness this Nationsl
i pastime,™
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¢ uveLy correspondence of the VoLus-
L‘m:r: REvIE® performs the fanclionsofa note
of interrogation in its issue of 25th Nov.,and
in s short paragraph asks'eight very impor-
 tant questions, beginning with—Firet, What



