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known as to position and quantity, the ex.
act consequence of sinking her furthor in
the water could be accurately arrived at.

By Captain Commerell : I did not official-
g superintend the iuclining of tho ship at

ortsmouth to obtain the necessary data
for caloulating ler stability. 3r. Barnes,
one of the Constructors of the Navy, super-
intonded the experiment, and recorded his
own facts. Speaking roughly, the Captamn
appeared somewhat crank when the ex-
periment was made. As far as I remem-
ber, I mentioned to Captain Burzoyne on
the day the ship was inclined that.she ap-

eared rather crank, at six or seven degrees
inclination but he assured me that she was
a very stiff ship to an anglo of six or seven
degress, bayond which it seemed difficult to
carry hor. Taking the maximum of stabil-
ity at twenty degrees, I should not havo
thought it prudent to heel hor enough to
have brought the water on deck. If th
Captain actually drew two feet of water in
excess of her design from an increase of
scantling distributed throughout the ship,
the stability of the ship wou%d probably be
butlittle affected, but could only be known
from trizl. ‘'he freaboard would, of course,
be much lower.

The President : 1s the experiment of incl.-
ning the skip to obtain the data for cacula-
ting the centre of gravity made because the
calculations are not relied upon, or for test-
ing them ?—The calculated position of the
centre of gravity in a new design is ccca-
sionally approximate, and therefore the Ad-
mirally designers verify their calcula-
tions by experiments. The Caplain’s sta-
bility would increase less in propor
tion as the deck became immersed in
water, and would decrease after the max:
mum point of her stability had passed until
she had none. The turning over of the
Capiain without check, as described in the
evidence, would appear to indicate that she
passed the maximum point of stability ata
comparatively small angle. A well con-
ditioned ship, with hatches battened down,
thrown on her beam ends by sail or wave
pressure, when relieved of the weight of her
sails and masts by their being carried away,
might then be expected to right herself, if
a ship of a high freeboard. At the conclu-
sion of Mr. Robinson’s evidence, the Court
expressed its sense of the ovident care with
which he_had prepared the information he
had laid before the Court.

Captain May, Her Majesty's ship Nor-
thumberland, one of the members of the
Court, then gave evidence wo tho Court of
his experienco of the wind and sea, and
general state of the weather on the night
the Capiain was lost. He said with regard
to the Captain, * She was the crankiest iron-
clad I have up to the present seen. She
was heeling twelve degrees when the Nor-
{Aumberland was heeling five. Hér topgal.
lant mast was the largest I ever saw.

Capuin Counerery, V.C,, C.B., Her Ms.
jesty’s ship Monarch, also one of the mem-
Lers of the Court, being examined, said,—I
had frequent conversations with Captain
Burgoyne respecting tho seaworthiness of
the Caplcin, Two days after arriving at
Vigo, Captain Coles, in presence of Captain
Burgoyne, expressed to me his greatest pos-
sible confidence in the Capfain, and that ve-
yond a certain ‘point she could not go over.
Calnain Coles altogether laughed at tae sus-
gi:xon of her going over. 1 have reason to

ow that Captain Burgoyne had thought
the ship overweighted, but the recent trial
had quite set his mind at rest on that point.
Laaw the Capfain at 11 p.m. on the 6th. Sha
lookad justas usual, and was not heeling

ovar in any degree, and when sho was run-
ning in the morning 1 had not the slightest
fears for her safoty. I had such fomrs on
the morning of the 30th of May.

By the President : I know now, and have
no doubtin my mind, that double-reefed
topsaiis was tao much sail for the Caplain to
carry., I presume Captain Burgoyne was
holding on to the rcef with both watcl.es
the moment the middle watch had been
mustered. The weather had bLeen chango-.
able, and tho syualls heavy. If the Cuptain's
sails had Leen fnrled and sho had been
placed under steam, I do not think she
would have founderad, but the weather did
not warrant her falling out of the line. She
had weathered worse in safely, and there-
fore I consider Captain Burgoyne would not
have been justitied in hauling out of the
lino. I do not consider that he could have
furled his topsails with the wind abeam. If
they had been aback, the ship would have
gathered sternway, which happened tome
that night, and then [ only succeeded, by
filling my ioretopsail, in boing able to save
the sails.

The Court adjourncd soon after 6 p.m.

\Vhen the court opened on Friday, tho
30th ult., Mr. Roniysox was recalled—A dia-
gram having been forwarded to one of the
members of the Court, showing the inclina-
tion of the Captain at different degrees, wit-
ness said ha would have it verified as fur as
possible, and would have two of the copies
of the diagram prepared, one of the actual
flotation of tho Captain when she left the
harbor, and that ot her original design.

Mr. May recalled—Was not aware if the
hands ers stationed at tho tepsail sheets
and halyards in the first watch of tho Gth
and middle watch of the 7th of September.
Should think that the topsail yards wero
braced in. Between nine and ton observed
two rcefs were in tho topsail. Does not
know if it was customary to station hands
by the topsail sheets and halyards when un.
der double reefed topsails and lower sails.
Some of the boatswain's axes were kept on
the forecastle.

By Captain May : Thinks it wasa rule to
have hands by the upper halyards on all oc.
casions.

Javes Eunls, guuner's mate, recalled—
The topsail yards were braced in. Itwas
not customary to ste**on hands by the top-
sail sheets and halyards. The axes were
kept two on each side of the forecastle.

By Admiral Yelverton: There was always
a great difficulty in rough weather in round-
ing in the topsail yards.

By Captain Rice: After the reefs were
taken in at quarters, the lower yards were
braced up.

Lotis WeLLy recalled—The topsail yards
were not well braced in. The axes were
kept on the bowsprit.

By Captain Hancock, The topsail yards
always went very sharp up, the lee rigging
alvays astisted the yards being rounded in
after being once started. The Caplain’s
yards with rcefs would brace up as sharp as
somo other ships without reefs,

By Captain Commerell : The Captain had
the ordinary spread of the topmast rigging,
but went further aft.

The remaining survivors were recalled,
and geve confirmatory evidence to that
given by Mr. May and the other previous
witnesses.

Staff:Commander K1pvri:recalled—Know-
ing the angle of stahility of the Agincourt, it
is possible that her stability might have

been sufficient to have carriod topgal-

lant masts; should have carefully watched’
the pendulum so that no heivo of thesea
should ever have thrown her over beyond
tho angle of safety, without knowing that
angle; would hayoe put three reefs in the
topsails and reofed the courses.

A latter was theu read from thoe Lords of
the Admiralty to tho effeot that their Lord
ships had ordered the summary of the cor
respondence vt the coustruction of the Cay-
{ain to be printed. The Judge Advocate
read the pamphlet furwarded with the let
tar, tho substance of which has already ap-
peared in the daily journals. Mr. Robin
eon was then instructed to have the papers
read the day Lefore printed at the cost of
the Court, and placed in the hands of the
members. T'he diagrams were to be fur-
nished also, en a veduced seale, for publica-
tion.

Captoin J. G. Goovesousn, cxamined :
Would certainly havo ordered the Captain
and Monarch to be differently dealt with in
regard to sail, had he been in command of
the Channel Squadron. With tho broadside
ships on tho night of the Gth, thought it was
necessary that o general signal should Le
mado to reef or shorten sail, the barometer
fulling, for the safety of yards and masts,
Ordered Minotaur to furl maiusail and sec-
ond courses, and should have further re-
duced sail had it become necessary. Asto
a matter of fact, the lights of the ship on
the weathor line were seen from the Mino-
{aur from time to time till about twenty
minutes after cleven, A signal could not
have been made to have insured its being
carried out simultancously, but could have
been passed from ship to ship.

By Captain Commeroll: 1 do not beliave,
from the appearance of the weather on the
night of the 6th September, a captain, be-
lieving in the seaworthiness of his ship.
would have been justified in hauling out ot
theline. On the gale rapidly freshening,
as it did at 11.30, considers that the hands
should have been placed by the officer of
the watch by the topsail halyards, but not
under treble-reefed, neither under close.
recfed, topsails.

Mr. NAToANIEL Barxany, president of the
Council of Construction to the Admiralty,
examined : Prepared the summaty previous-
ly read. Cnn produce 2ll the original re-
poris, letters, and documents referred to in
it; cannot produce the curves of the stabil-
ities of the ships named in tho appendix.
Nonoe of tham have ever been calculated ex-
cept that of the Caplain, these calculations
would be long and:tedious. Alessrs. Laird
and Co. requested that the Caplain might
boe inclined, in order that her centre of gra-
vity might bo obtained by experiment, but
her proximate position must have. been
found by them wken designing the ship.
The examination of this witness was contin-
ued for somo time, the evidencc being
chiefly by reading quotations from the sum-
mary of the correspondence, all-tending to
cast the responsibility of the designing and
constructing tho Caplain “on Captain Coles
and Messrs, Laird, and so remove any re-
sponsibility from the officials of the office of
the Controller of the Navy, with the excep
tion of that of inspection of her progress and
construction.

By Captain Commerell : Has already stat-
ed that Mr. Reed had only three days to
consider tho design before making his re-
port, When that was forwarded their Lord-
ships were informed that a moro careful in
spection of tho drawings and specifications
would bo nacessary, if any responsibility
wera to be placed on him. On the 23rd of
July, uo further examinalions having been



