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- The Treaty of Paris recognised the undis
puted supremacy of Great Britain in North
‘America, and as far as human foresight might
:déterminoe no civilized competitor to call it
mquc.stxon could by any possibility be ¢vok
red~hersway was undisputed— nor would the
‘keenest and most daring political intclligenee
nt{empt to conjure the shadows of tho futuro
:mth those forms of rcalxty which under sub-
equent events they attained--in fact to the
‘eyeof the statesman at homs or abroad the
{British American Colonies at this period pre
Sented e aspect of content and sceurity and
undoubtedly were a source of great adaition
{al strength to the Empire.
i From an early period in Colonial Ilistory
icauses had been at work whose evident ten
'dency was to produce a seperation of intcr
‘ests from the Mother Country which were
‘rapidly becoming more divergent as the Col
‘onies increased in wealth and population.
The most important of those agents which
biought about the final catastrophe were—
Commercc—and local personal ambition- -
the operations of the Navigation Act,” fint
epfomed by that great and unscrupulous
tyrant  Cromwell, fottered and restricted
Colonial traffic, kept prosperity within pre
seribed limits and opposed an insurmount
blo barrier to development. The vicious
practico of making the Government of the
Colonies the rownrd of political subserviency
at homo filled all offices of valuo with tho
'ost ignorant and worthless of the parasites
afid- vetainers of the British Minister- mcn
whose clevation only helped to make their
ifsolonce more insufferable and their inca

ity more apparent, thus closing the way
broyal faver or distinction to the wealthy
cducated- and able Colonial magnate. If!
hereforo tha ‘“Navigation Act" with tlne
bisequent Custom's Laws and the strmgcnt
regulations of Admiralty Courts were ,)ustl

subjects of complaint and vexation to tho
mercantile and agricultural class, tho rea-
sons abovo stated found them zealous and
ready advocates and defenders in the Pro

vincial magnates—men of large Estate and
ample means—who were debaired fro, 1 ac.
cess to the British administration and the
honors of the State by the imbecility or envy
of the Governor and the supercilivus ighor

ance of his immediato officials. Is it any
wonder then that those men should Ly pre-
disposed to shake off what was to them an
intoleratle yeke and to seice the first fuvor-
able pretext fus that object. The fact re-
mains that both ciuses combined (and thuse
Alone 8s primary) finally severed the Ameri-
can Colonies from Great Britain and erccted
in their stead the United States Empire.

Onc class of pulitical philosophers afteet to
Lelieve that the loss of those valuable pos-
scssions was a direct gain to Great Britain,
Lecause she might be led into expensive
wars to protect her Colonial interests; au-
other class declare the loss to the Enpire to
he irreparable, whils a third thinks that un-
der a Constitutional Monarchy the resources
of the revolted Colunies would never have
reccived the developement 'm.'unul sinue
the seperation,

The series of articles presented to the read-
ers of Tk VoLusTEER REVIEW, on the subject
of the Revolt of the British American Cilunies,
are desigued to investigats without prejudice
and impartiality the causes which ied to the
scperation of the thirteen Colonies from
Great Britain, o narrative of the campaigus
conseyuient thercon with reference to the
military operations and strategy as nell s
the political motives and eff=cts with o con-
sideration of the influence thy results have
had on the affairs of the Empiro. While
deeply impressed with the difficultivs to be
enovuntered in carrying out suceussfully an
oLject of the magnitude proposed, the writor
think~ it necessary io supply a want feit ¢s-
pecially amongst the mass of the Canadin
people of atrue statument of the vocurrences
which dismembered the British Empire, and
within a period of t“cnt_y years from the
consolidation of its power in Amcricrorected
on its ruins a rival nation identical in lang

unge, literatur., and Junsprudencc—-—ahens
in Constitutional (xovenunent compentors
in commerco and rivals in a.mbltxon.—apd to
puint out tho reasuns why of all her vast pos
sessions oxtending from . the Mlssxssnppl fo
the North Pole the newly ncqui’r(.d ,'(‘ronucc

.of Canada alone mmmi’ica T]us obJedt is

more necessary because Amcucan autho.
mvariably accusv the British Gov emment of
tyrauny, and a desire deliberately to subvert
thoir Constitutwoal nghts and privileges,
wlule the revolutivnists wers the, most pa-
tivit, submussive, patnoticand dlsmt\,rcstc.d
of mankind and that resistance was postr
puned until 1 bevatus mevitable and was in
fuct the discharge of o holy duty. .

Vn the other side British writers of the
potivd are apt to designate the Colonists as
& moust mutinuus aud 1ebehious sct of prag
matical knaves, led on by designing scoun-

drels, who, to cover thewr own misdeeds or to

minister to their paltry ambition precjpita-
ted o revolt unnecessary from, the first, and
rendored reconciliation impossible. At a
later puriud another class justified the action
of the revulted Colunists on the broad prin

ciples that every peoplo have the right to
shape their own form of guvernment.  Thus
the student who will wade through the mass
of authunities un utlmr andu will feel all the
Lenilderment \.uns(:qg}.'nt on disingenous-

ness and apgcml ;.;h,adm;,l and be puzzed to
find that vue pagty we oll angels of ligly,
tho others angels of, darkpe& A plam
statenent of facts, | mth @, (YlOl‘Ull"]l 'm'ﬂym-.
of tho chaacter and nu)tn el !hc principal
actors i this political tm gudy, as far as such
can bo ascertained, will enablo s fair conclu

siun to be drawn uf the causes which led to
the separmton of the thirteen Colonies from
Great Britain.

Such an insestigation will go far to illus.
trate the Jangersof extra constitutional acts
and will help to point out the land-marks by
which thoso cxeesses,..imperidling. the well
being of society, can be avenled. . Fpact
knowledge, in every.depatiment of hfp,.has
always beun o nocessity, of .the, senal, condi-
tion of mankind, but it .is,only,lutely that
this fact has obtained recognution., Jtustor

cal analysis has thereforo a double value,. as



