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The Unknýio\\n Realmis of
Script ure.
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WVe wcre a party of six, ait Sunday-sclhool teachers, al
supposed scriptural fýxpcrts. One of our number was a
retired Amierican Missionary Association worker, and
another one liad been preparing for the foreign mission field
when hcer health failed lier. The five of us accepted tire
invitation of the sixthi, our hostess, ta attend a colored
revival meeting urear by.

%Vc were the oni> white people in the crowded church.
Ali about us were dusky faces; ail around us the mellow
negro voices rang out in characteristic negro rcvival sangs.
l'lie words were trivial, the choruses but disjointed bits of
sentences, but the mielody was intoxicatiug to the senses.
Thro untuncd, what voicies ! Untraimued, without rule, yet
with a strange ryhîbrui and passionale tire that stirred one's
pulses as never operaîic aria couid

0ur dark.skinnied bretliren were of the Christian religion;
thierefore, they were nearertînus than heathen. Nevertheless,
betwecn us and tlim rolled a great gulf. They were
illiterate, enrotionial, babes in the Gospel. They had neyer
hearri of the higben criticism, had neyer studied Barnes or
Adamn Clarke, and were riol afraid of D)e WVctte or Renan.
So we sat there witli thre patronizing air that human beimigs
are apt ta assume when tbrown inr contact with mortals less
wise than theniseives.

Brother Jonah NVatkins, a white-wooled, bent-backed
man of seventy, was calied upon ta pray. He responded,
tri nowise overawed by our superior presence He prayed
as tho his lips hiad indeed been touched by alive coal from,
God's own altar.

"0 Lord," hie prayed, "Thon knowest dis people.
liere we are befo' de, down on our marrer-bontes in de loue-
lanuds of sorrow. Raise us up, deahi Lord, an' stan' us Up
upon our ficet upon de nrounitain tops of glory. Ali' de
sinnahs oh dis congregation, deah Lord, smnite 'cm wid de
hammah of jereiniah"I -

1 heard no more. IlThe hammer of jeremiab "-what
was it ? 1 had read the prophet Jeremiab through and
through, with the commentaries and Bible dtctionarmes open
ai every page, but nover a syllabie liad 1 caught about
jeremiahi's hammer. What did this bent-backed colored
man know about Jeretniah that the wise teacluers of the law
bad overlooked ? Tite question was broached on the home-
ward waik. Our part> hid ail] been struck witb the
expression, but flot one of us six Sunday-school teachers
had the remotest idea of what jeremiah's hammer mighit be.
'rhe next day six mien and wcmen read thieir Bibles, and
cach of the six began at tbe first verse otf the first chapter of
J eremniab. Que by one, as we reached the twenly-ninth
verse of the twenty-third cliapter, we found what we were
after.

IlIs not my word like a fire ? saith the Lord ; and like
a hamumer that breaketh the rock in picces ?'"
jenemiab's hammer was God's Word, that was able to break
down the flinty resistance of the indufférent sout. Could
Scripturc reference have been more applicable ? And tire
wonder of ail was Ibis loue-born son of toi, spelling his
texts out %vord by word, should have folund the kernel of tUe
nucat, while others, wîth every help at hand, passed over it.

Tien our retircd missionary confessed that inl one of bier
meetings a pour, illiterate sout hid quoîed the Bible's
promise that Cod should le "cas the shadow of a great rock
in a weary land," and houe shaurie and confusion hiad
covt.red hier that she couid remeunber no snch promise, and
how she searclied lier Bible until sUe indeed found it, word
for word as it had been given. After tlhat confession we
began ta ask each other: "fAre others as ignorant il I)o
they read the Bible witb as tinseîng eyesi And if so,
why is it ?"I

One of 0cr number who had read the sacred book
throngh by course some fifty limes dururg bier life, noue
read it again (rom cover ta cover. This lime site was
searching for the biind or hidden tcxts. Whenever she
found a text or even a phrase îluat had ai unfamiliar ring,
or Ihat sUte conld not rcadlly have assigned t0 its proper
book, had flot tire Bible Ucen open to the exact spot, she
wroîe it caret ully down. The result was asîonishing, yes,
huniiliating ; for tUe nunuber of these texts was flot only
large, but soine of themn this patient searclier wouid not have

recognized as Scripture hiad shc rend the words elscwhiL.ce.
'rhe texts were tried on allier pecople liere. for instance,

are a score of saniple texis. Ilow miany Shikesipercan
scliolars would fait to assign a quotation front~ the mnaster
doet to its proper play ? How niany church-nmenbers and
Sunday-school teachers cati write aCter cach of these texts
tire uaice of the books ici which it is round ? 1%'e ask ycui
to take pencil and paper and try it.

''Tite seed is rottent titiler tlîeir Clodo., tlue garners art, l4id doseo
late, the barns are broken down ,for t n ti us witiîvred. lt.w
do the bleauté groan I the borde of cattia are îIerlîlexed, becatist, % iie
have nu Pasture."'

IlTheir faces allait sup nip at the eaut wind."
..And thou, profatil wîcked prince of Intact. witus', day in contio

Whou iniquity shail have an end, tlins eaith th flc ed <ed. Rrreite-
the discdein, and cake off the crowu t hiati tlne lieh rte saine.
exalt hlmn that in low, and abae humii chat in higi. 1 will ievorttirti.
z:vertitre, overturu it. and it suait ho uto mor,-. untul ho coulea whoqe
right it ie; and I wilt give it te hlm."l

'4 Witbi the men of trio Commun sort were lui ouit S;4beans fraini
the wuldereus, which put bracelets ution thoir hande, anui beautifid
crowrts upon their headts."

..lI the day ci our kînog the princes have uuuado hlitil sick witil
botties of wine."

IThe Lord bath opencd bis armeiry, andl bath brouglit forth rite
weapons of hi% indignation."

They have seduiced my people, ay ing, l'.eace; , ad flîcre wali
ne peace; and one bruît up) a wali, anil Ile, others daubed tt wntln
untmmpered mertar. Say note tbem whieh dauth t with tnternplire.l
mortar, thait iL shait fait. thore shahi bu an ovorilowing shower. neili
ye, 0 groait haistonca shalt fait ; anit a stormy wiud sali rend il,

.Reprobate ailver sllait men cati thcm, bieause the Lord luth
rcjectei LheiI."

IlWitt a man leave the snow of Lebanon whieh corneth trom cin
rock o!the fiold? Or thaîl the cold timing waters that corne fronti
another place be fiirsaken ? "

. "4The people thab were ltt cf tho sword tound grace% in the
wilderness."

Il %ce ta the bloody City. I will even maire the fille for lire
great. Ileap on wood, kindie the line, consume tue tteah, and silice
i well, and lot the bue& lie burneml. Thon net it empty titpole the
tuais thereef. tltat the bratis cf it nuay he bot, and may hum, and
tbat the filthtnesa of it titsy bie motion in it. that tbo scum cf itunay
b. contumed."1

G(ray hairs are fiers and there upon him, yet ho knoweth nit."
"The people shahl labour in vain, and the folk in the fire. and

tbey uliali be wary."
-Trust ye net in lyfng word., saying, 'l'ho temple of the Lord,

The temple of the Lord, Trhe temple of the Lord ae th.eue."
"lOh chat I had ini the wilderness a iodgieg place of wayfaring

men, chat 1 might leave my peuple, and go fmomn thüm!"
.4 Where in the dwelliïg cf tire lions, andi te fecclnng place cf rte

young lions, wbsne the Ieou, even the oid Itou, walkud, and the ii's
whelp. and noue macle tlîer afraitl."

IlAnd ail cf the trets cf the field allait know thoat I the Lord
bave brought dlown ttio bigb troc, have exalteil the loue tree, have
dried rip the green trefe, and bave malle the dry tree to flourish.'l

Il)ead filics cause thi ointiiient (if the apothecary te seeui forth
a stinking savon."

"'t'iey shait net lainent for itei, aaying, Ah my brother! or ah
Iiter! They allait not lamnt for lîim, saystig, Ait loîrd ! cr Ah bis
glory! Ile %hallbe hiurieil with the burîio it unas, drawn am eust
beyond the gates of Jerusaleiiî. "

Il They will carry their riches upon the shonuliiers o! young asic.,
and thein treaurures upon the bunches cf camels, te a people that
shalt n. profit them."

Ilome are nme peculiar phrases, striking enoîîgb tnfix themisoîvoi
in aey cnt's nemory. Ye. flot one so*callcd Blible itcilent ie twenm.y
can place them, and nit cee in ten even recnirs thcn &II scriptîirai
expressions :-" Tlere i. n discharge in that witr." "lTite weman
whose heart ta eares aîîd net&." *Srvant% lapon berae", anti
princes walkiog as servants." '"Moncy answcrctbg ail thîngo." "IA
bird cf the air." IlGolîl rings set with thev b..ryl. IlLove is atrong
as death, jealousy in cruel as the grave'" "fA llelbrbw or il
liebrcesse." " <hldcst cloutha anîl clii nttonnrae4." '" ''ho pont
cf tbe people that hll uotbung." Il !he canif dîrwn wooilerfully."

Chaîkitones that are beaten un siiîler.* 'I'lîo sieve cf vaoity."
]lattles of aliaking.' '1 A wîll lîut: in a lier." "* Sweot carte

from a far country. " Il The cup of Consolation Lo %.rink for their
father or their niether." " l'notes o .

Our Bible studeuuts rarely miss or mistake any port-on cif
the carly or historical portion of the Bible. Tlhey ar'
thcrougbly groundcd iii Gencisis, E'codus, I evitirmus,
Numbers ane D)cteronomny. Tlhey caon rarely lîc caughit
on an obscure passage in Chrtonicles, Ezra or Ncemiah.
Jobi, Psalms and Provcrbs are fimiliar ground to client.
They begin ta stumble in 1E:-clesiakstes and Songs of
Solomon, and make licre and tbere a nulsfake in Isaiah ind
D)aniel. It is ini jereniiab where real and surpnising ignor-
ance begins ta bc disfflayed. L.amentations, 1Ezekiel and
the twelve minor prophevcî are as full of pitfais for the
average student. The New c'testamenrt te re.al Bible
student is invariably well grouuîdcd in 'l'lie lesqon is plain.
As Christians we cither ticglert the prophtical part of the
Old Testament, or ise we rcad it pcrfunctorily, as a malter
of duty, our cyes biind ta its beauu.ies. Ouight we so to
honor one portion of the Scripture above another ?

Tite Ii:ukecitnt.
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