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would also bo glven for tha introduction of hymns or psalme, and
some oxtonsion of the musical part of tho service. It conneotion
with tho mattor of Soripture reading, it may not bo inappropriate
at this point to suggeat that during tho colloation of tho offer-
ing passngos of Scripturo bo road by tho ministor appropriate to tho
lugjoct of Christian liberality. The cffeots of a fow thords of music
from tho organ botwoon cach toxt, greatly intensifies the force of
tho respoctive passages. This practice seoris moro beconiing and
suitablo thaa to ask the congregation to listen to the pecformance of
a picco of nusic on tho organ during this part of the sorvico. Any-
thlng, {n fact, which tonds to impross tho peoplo with tho truth that
the offering of our means to God is an act of worship Is desirable,
as this part of our sorvice Is tou often regarded as a scoular inter-
ruption,

plt may bo not out of placo to refer hero to the mannor of reading
tho Scripturo during our sorvice. It is deoply to Lo rogrotted thut
80 frequently wo find but littlo attention )ix\id to this very important
mattor. Of lato ycars thore has been an mrrovomcnt in this dirce-
tion, but much yet requires to be accomplished. Tho apread of
cducation has rondered tho occupants of our pows more gon-
crally alivo to tho defocts of the Scripture reader, Poor
reading, addod to fallure to attend to’ punotuation in such
verses for examplo as Hob. x. 12, and the mispronunciation
of worda and proper names ato {lios which spoil the apothecary’s oint-
mentond lesson to a very considerable oxtont the confidonce of educated
{mrsons in the knowledgoe and acouraoy of preparation of tho pastor.

Whon ono hears a minister floundering about among the names of thoso
saluted by Paul, or trigping over the foundation stones of the heavonly
city, wo may know what to oxpect from tho scrmon. Horw often haveo
wo seen, for example, the quantity of the penultimate oftho word which
was applicd s & test to tho Ephraimites of old proveas hard & problem
to tho modern preacher as the firat syllablo did to the fugitives from
Gilead. Grave doubts too arc somotimes raised in tho mind of the
hoarer if the reader kuew whothor the Urbane of Rom. xvi. 9, wasa
man or 8 woman, or what was the sex of Junia (v. 7.) Tho wrestlings
of some readers with the Scripture names aro positively painful. They
havo not always the samo ingenuity as had the Highland minister who
after ono bravo but indufferent ntmm{st with Shadrach Mecshach and
Abednego, evaded any further difficulty by roforring to them as ¢ the
same threo poys,” or a pastor to the south of the Border who grappling
with the same worthies took refuge more clegantly in tho speaking of
them as ‘¢ the said throe gontlemon.” Such foxes spoil tho grapes, and
when & minister on & Monday morning receives on his tablo some-
thing like the following:

¢ Last night you said your words did pain us,
You know tho household of Stophanus,
Stephanas is the man we know
And may we hop. you'll calt him so.”
he will know that to some of his hearers his scrmon was 23 water spilt
on the ground.

The responsive roading of passsgos of Scripturo would form a great
improvement in vur worship and would increaso the iuterest of tho
poople in our service, as well as tond to impress tho truth on their
minds. As before mentioned,ono of tho great defects in our order
of worshipis the amallness of tho part taken by our peoploin it
Avything which would serve to secure the congregations taking a
sharo in the proceedings, would enure groatly to enliven the servico as
woll as awaken a closer attention to the contents of the Scripturo
itself. Tho parallelisms of many of the Psalms ovidently show that
they wero intended to be said or sung by way of response. Such
responsivo roading is common cnough in our Ssbbath schools, and
there appears to be no reason for not introducing it into our churchos.

Opintons may greatly differ as to the wsnner of conducting the
musical part of tho service, but there seems to bo littlo doubt that an
increased use of musio would be regarded as a much needed improve-
mont. The goneral increase of musical knowledge aud the attention
paid to culturc in this branch of eduestion, imperatively calls for a
radical chango in our ecclesiastical music. Our young people call for
it, and when wo consider how poweriul is the offect for ou body,
soul and spirit is music of a sacred charaoter, it is domrable that their
wish be gratified. It is, in fact, necessary, if we intend to keep our
young people with us.  Nothing could Le further from the mind of
the writer than to advocato an elaborato wusical service or anythin
approaching to a musical performance. Everything tonding in this
direction ought to bo rigorously excluded. The introduction of solos
and anthems, suung oaly by an individual or a choir must be very
carefully regulated by our sessions, tor unless this be dono there is usually
bat ono result, and that swcred (1) concert, the organ recital, and the
advertised musical programmes follow in due course.  Iu face of the
fact patent to all observors that the singing of somo beautiful hymn
by tho singls voice of some Christian man or woman has often most
powerfolly offected individuals and audiences, it would bo idlo to
condemu solo singing in toto. If, however, 1t is to be cmployed in our
services care must be taken that tho siuger be ons of pronounced
Christian character. In fact no leader of our church music or choriater
ought to occupy that position unless they aro members of some Christian
church. In view of tho importance of the scrvice of praise, it is
oxtraordinary that congregations are found employing precentors and
singers who avo confessedly without Christian profession. The rovival
of tho chant would afford a plessing aud delightful variation in our
worship. This has beon agsin brought into use in the Fres Church of
Scotlaud and the English I'resbyterian Church and some of our owr
congregations with advantage. Somothing of this kind appears to
havo been the method in uso among the Hebrews in their musical
sorvice in the Templo, when anything akin to our tanes could
certainly not have beon practised. ~ It is very strango that in the face
of the knowledgo of this faot, and that the very structure of some of
the Paalms shows that they muat have heen composed for this style of
musio, such an unreasoning opposition should exist in somo quarters
to tho uso of this very antiont and itapressivo form of praiso.
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¢ Tho proaching of tho cross " being * the }m\vor of God " is ncces.

sarlly tho ohiof part of tho procecdings in a Christian assembly, No
roader of the Now Teatament can {ail to « hserve tho great prominenco
given to preaching by tho apostles. Although in a l‘&l“‘""’k“ the preo

sont, which ouly attompta to suggost topies for discussion, it is
impossiblo to onter into a careful cousideration of such an fmportant
subject, it may Lo permissablo to rofer to 1t partienlarty, asall lecturos
and discourses ou preaclung havoe, so far as the wniter has obsorved,
been delivered by preachors themselves, wiilo the ocrupants of the
pows hiave kopt silonce. In tho early church the pearhwmg was of a
very different character from that of a modern sormon, or theological
or moral cssay. Tho preacher did notstake a singlo verse asa text
and descant on that, surrounding it with much that has but a nominal
connection with it. Tho ancient preacher wasrathor a teacher than a
preacher, in fthe modern acceptation of tho term It appears to tho
writor that a roturn to the former praotice, to somo oxtent at least,
would bo desirable. Wero our elders, who labour in word and doctrine,
to dovote more attontion to oxpository teaching it would enuro groatly
to the iucreaso in scriptural kuowledge of tho hearers. The com-
parison of Scripture with Scripturo in tho face of the congregation
tends to awakon intorest, aud increaso attentirn an divine things.
This public breaking of tho wotd of lifo mvanably leads to a desiro to
study tho Scripture in private as well as m-public.  Such congrega

tional study of the won? of God has always had the effect of quickon-
ing spiritual life, and bears much feut in Chnstian activity. Men feol
more iu this way that tho Word is indeed spirit and Dfo, than they
do whon listening to a modorn sermon counstructed on the mechanical
rogulation methods of a threefold division. Thoy feol noro that
Christ is spoaking in His Word to them, and that thoy are listquing
to the Word of God rather thau to the expression of human opinion.
Conseoutive oxpositions of books of Scripture are cunnently wstructive
and benericial. Thoy are advantsgeous also, masmuch as in the
courso ot such, thoy perimt wunisters to addrosy their congrogatious
incidentally on matters regarding which avy special sermon might
give offence without sccomplishing any bunofit. It may ho «aid in
roferenco to this that denuuciations from the pulpit of certain social
practicus are worso than useless. Thoy awaken hostility among those
aimed at, and aro not needed by spintually minded persons. Such
diatribes are too frequontly based on vary inaccurato information ou
the part of the preacher who might wore profitably devote his atten-
tion to awakoning an intethigont mtorest mn tho Word of God  Any
social usuges not 1n keeping with Chnstian hfs would gradually be
abandoned. The ** world " gets larger as spintual hfe increases, Tho
introduoction into pulpit discourses of vulgar oxpressions and words
savouring ot slaug is deeply to be regretted. If any proacher imnagines
that this takes the common peaplo he s profoundly mistaken. The
common folk among Presbytorians have no taste for this sort of thing.
Thoy are too intelligent, and a pastor's influence among them spcedi{(y
gocs when he so far forgets msolf and bnugs the pulpit into
contempt.

These few suggestions aro offercd as to the dircetion in which
reforms may be effeoted ;which might tend to render our servicos more
attractivo without affecting thoir spintuality, and which might aid
in retaining among us many persons who drift away to other connec-
tion whero the Gospel of Christ and tho Doctrines of Graco are not so
farthfully proclaimed as in that Church winch 13 80 dear to us, and for
which wo may in the words of the old Presbyterian lturgy uaite in
praying—

** Let thy mighty hand and outstretched arm, O Lord, bo still our
defence. Thy mercy and lovingkindness in Jesus Christ, Thy dear
Son, our salvation. Thy truo and holy Word our instruction.  Thy
grhaco t:ing Holy Spirit our comfort and conso/ation unio tho end and in
the end.

For the Sabbath School,
Trial of Abraham's Faith.
INTERNATIONAL 8. 8. LESSON FER, 25: qeN xx11. 1-13.

GoLpex Text — By {aith Abraham, whon ho was tried, offered
up Issac.—~Heb. xi., 17.

Tiue CircussTances. — Lot us take a glance over the mtervening
cars. Very soon after tho destruction of Sedoms, Abraham
eft that region and went southerly and dwelt in the vicinity of the

Philistines.  Here again, as in Egypt, Abraham’s faith showed an
imperfection in its hold on his daily life. After this he dwells at
peaco with his Philistine neighbours, passing gently into a quet,
serenc old age, and still strong and vigorous, though 125 years old.

Isaac wasborn as the reward of faith. As he grew up Abraham
showed weakness in yiolding to Sarah's request, aud the boy s rough
conduct, and sending away %(ugm' and his son Ishmacel, now grown
to be an active boy of fourtean to soventecn years. It was a batter
trial to Abraham.  Wo necd only notico tho iostructive meadent of
Hagar and Ishmael almost dying of thirst, whilo a well of water was
closo at hand, unscen till tho any J showed 1t to her. o often we
mourn when consolation is closo hy us unscen. \Wo Inment bitterly
wheo the water of lifo is at our side.  Wo aro weak, we aro despar-
ing, we cry in tho dark when God is very near with help. So
Bunyan’s Pilgrims in Giant Despair's Castlo folt themsclves utterly
lost end hopeless, thougn the key ot promise was all the tune n
Hopetul’s posscssion. 3o the sailors at the month of the Amaron
wore perishing of thirst, not knowing where thoy were, and that
tho fresh waters of tho great river were on every side.

Thero always comes o apecial danger in times of Ion%-continucd
placid oxistence, moving on in the oven tenor of the way, like scasona
without clond or storm.” Rust and malaria miny injuro an really as
storms and hard usage. A sudden and atrong tral would (1) merease
Abraham’s faith; (2) give hiin o consciouracss of his faith, an
assuranco to his ownsoul ; (3) show his faith to those who wero un-
bolicvers ; (4) call attention to it as a boll does to u fire ; (5) make
him a teacher and exemplar of faith to all after agos.



