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have their e.zphînations ready-but we miust say that they appear to us ex-
plaiuing aivay radier than giving their truc ineaning,-. Our critic thinks we
,were very unfortunate in referring to these fathers. cWelI, we would likze to
know what reference made, or what argument advanced, by one on our side,
bas ever been anything else but unfortunate in the eycs of our opponents.
Is there any argument in strong words and contemptuous language ? We arc
referred toth fl"Bibliotheca, Sacra" for 1849 for overwhelming proof, frorn this
organ of our own denoinination, that regeneration in IrenSus does not refer
to baptisin. Unfortunately we do not possess the nuinher of that quarterly
rcferred to. We would, however, rcspectfully iîf'orin our eritie that it bas

neye ben th oran of Cougregationalists : it receives contributions froin
all sections of the Christian ebureb, and thec Baptists have been frequent
contiibutors; and now one of' the editors is a Baptist. But we bave not
donc with this reference to the Bib. Sacra. Was it not plainly intended
to make us appear to take a view conLrary to that. advocated by that
quarterly of Irenoeus' language, and that by a writer of our own denoini-
inination ? On referring, to the index of that publication for Vols. I. ta
X111, 'we fiud that article noticed among the rest. Written by whom ? by a
Con gregation alist ? No, but by a" thor-ougl-paced" Bqpit Vsi oet
or candid, or frank in our critie ta write on this matter as he did ? We would
feel asliaied eould we stoop to sucli a jesuitical trick. Why did hie not refer
us to Neander on the subjeet ?

Our reference to Polycarp is treated as soinetbing so surprising as to be
deenied ineredible; it is cbaritably hoped tliat it was written in mis.ake, or
that it was the error of some bungling compositor-the naine of the venerable
martyr bas neyer been seen by our critie in conneetion with this contioversy.
Be it su. We bave seen it mientioned, and even if we had not, it is no objec-
tion to our using it. We again eall attention to what we professed ta find in
these fathers-only sucli indications and references as we raiglit expeet,
believing as we d,), Ilex animo," tbat infant baptisin was the general practice
then. WXe are told that Polycarp, at bis martyrdoin, ivhen urged to curse
Christ, replied IlSix and eighty years bave I been bis servant, and lie neyer
wronged me." Neander says hie was at this turne 90 years of age. Now here
is a reference to a period within four years of bis birth, at the longest compu-
tation ; it miglit be only 2 or 3 years, 90 being a round number. This period
points out to us lis baptism, that being the designation of cateehumens, and
iniglt bave been adininistcred to bim at that early age of bis lif'e; nor will
anything that our critie or bis confreres say to the eontrary change our mind
on the subjeet.

Our quotation from Principal Hlalley is dismissed very summarily-eharae-
terized as pompons and wordy-with the assurance tbat numbers of cases are
producible of baptized parents wbose ehuldren werc not baptized. On this
we bave only a word to offer. iaIley's statement was before tlie Britislà
publie for a number of years. In prepariiîg a second edition of bis work,
after lîaving, as hoe says, attentively read what was written agains thiw,beo
saw no reason to ehtnge or nxodify anything in bis lectures. Vie may here
again acecomodate the words of our eritie and say, thus what ail the learning
and talent of poedobaptists in Britain could not accoinplisb, is easily performed
by this unknown Canadian Baptist. Shade of Carson ? et iipossible ?

We are told that it will be proved to us tliat even Tertullian does not ref'er
to infant baptism. It is quite possible the gentleman 'will prove it ta his, own
satisfaction. but to prove it to us is a very different matter. Vie daim to
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