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the wooden riînn. 1 do net know why, for I tlrisrk cliirnatic
conditions have littlo te do with it. Any kind of bicycle, if
kept clea'n arxd in good order, wvilI stand thre clirnate %'Cry
weii.

",Doublo.tubo tires seeru to bo preferred, though there is rite
mcsti,.' apparent, except trat tirey are the faahion ; anrd, ai
turnel out by Gerinan firrus, chieap- likowi4c wort.hles.

IlIn my opinion, tho lcirad of wlheel it would hast pay to
push would be a good maediumn grade. it is hardly worth
whiie just yet to try to sel[ tire very at, as few people tire
willing te pay the prices. On the other hand, ira t.ho very
cheap grades it is usoless, as w,-ll as lied policy, te attempt te
compote with the Germans. Let goodu bo weil mnade and
honest, and, if properly, pushed, they will surely firîd a maarket
in an island wiaere tho roads are perfect and wirere there rire
40,000 Europeans and hundreds of thousands of CIrinese."

PAI14TS IN SIAM.
The French MNinister at B3angkok Bays sirero is a 8unaiewhat

considerable trade in colors for paints ira Siamu, wvlere uiacst of
the buildings are of wood, but tho Cuetonas statistice dlo net
permit cf the extent of the importa being stated. Oil paints
are the most important, and of theso the consumption ira
reonet years lias greatly extended, owing to the building
operations whicla have been carried out. The colora niost
generally eniployed are zinc white and wvhite lcad, the very
beavy sales of theso two products beiig explaincd by the fact.
that there is net ant apartmient in B3angkok into the paînting
of whicia they do flot enter largoly. OLther colors wvlich firrd
a ready sale are greens, blues, browns, yellows, reds-varni.gah-
able red in particralar, red lead, Sienna eartlîs, aind red end
yellow Italian earths. Most cf theso are sent te Bangkok in
the forin of paint; but often the colora are rnixed locaily wiîir
iinseed cil and spirits cf turpentine, titis being tire inost
advantageous mode of procedure. In either case, inest of tire
importe are from England. "«That country lias supplied Siaia
se long, and the use cf Englisb colora bas becomo se habituai,
that it is dificuit te secure the acceptarice cf others without
compiying with the English taste, and tho conditions as te
price and consignment in use tvith tho Engil.r."

TIN-PLATE WARE.
Tin-plate basins, cf 30 cm., cost at B3enguela 15,000 rois per

gross - plates called Ilimproved plain tin soaap plates," cf cighit
incli (20 cm.), cost 8,500 reis per gross at Benguela. It is to
be remarked, howover, that the natives are dîspiaying a
tendency te abandon the use of tin-plate goods in favor cf
thoso made cf enanielled iron.--Belgian Vice-Consul at
Mossaniedee.

BELGIAN IPORTS.
In iris annual report. Consul-Generai Lincoln, cf Antwerp,

says :
"lan connection witli a consideratien cf tire subject cf

Beigian imnports, tIre figures given in regard te thie following
articles wiil bo fonnd! cf interest.

l"The quantity cf starch and nonedible farinaceous sub-
stances exported frein tire United States into Beigiunî during
tire first six meitlrs cf 1898 was 5,206,253 pounds, a's araîntit
2,608,462 pounds ln tIre firas six montîrs cf 1897, and 169,973
pounds ia tihe first Pix months cf 18290.

"The importations cf certain kinds cf timber front lire
United States increased in a notable inanner durirtg thur first
six inonths cf 1898. Thius the importe cf oak and wainut
boards for the first six mnrths cf 1898 wero 1,830 cubic feet,
as against 961 feet in 1897. The increase in tho import cf
sawed oak and walaut for the sanie period cf Linme was aise
notable, thre figures la 1898 being 104,546 cubic feet., as
against 66,190 cublo f"et la 1897.j

IlBegiîti wbeat importe for tire first six raronths cf 1898
froni the United States werc 292,982,000 poundq, as againqtj
143,584,570 poutids for tho correspondirrg pea-iod la 1897.
The ainount cf the import cf ryo for the flrst six months cf

1898 was 86,198,510 pouids, as against 25,368,797 peunds
for tire first six irontis cf J.'397, arid 16,86j8,496 pound.4 for
1896, a ' -y notable increaue. Tite import of wvhcat fleur for
tire first six montîrs cf 1898 rvas 2,555,018 pounds, agaiast
882,803 pounds for tire corrcsmpcnding pericd cf 1897.

"lTite import figi ýs for rirait were 1,024,711l poutnda durirrg
tira first six mioatirs J 1898, against 495,007 peunds la 1897a,
a notable irtcrease.

Il Orte cf tire iraat rrotable irtereases ira importq freont tIre
'Unrited States is lard, tire importation cf wiriclr for tire first
six inentira of 1898 amounted te 18,543,477 pourrds, agaiiet
7,568,431 pounds iri tire corresponding laalf-yearof 1897. Tire
increaue iri tre imrportatioa cf otirer animral substaiea, suca
as fisi arîd fat othler Lan lard, is aIse notewortiry, tire inipcrt
bie twice a4 large ia tIre flrit six rarontirs cf 1898 as la 1897,

tefigures beig 3,379,468 peunds for 1898 and 1,551,694
pounds for 1897.

"lTire imnport- Ce canaed filI, tobacco, wood for dyeirrg pur-
poses, smoked haut, tengue anrd lard shiro notable increases."

LABOR-SAVING DEVICES IN CHINA.
In rep.3' te an expert association la New Yorkr, Consul-

Gearerai Gcodnow, cf Shranghrai, writes as follows :
IlI canniot give ycu any encouragement in regard to tire

siaipment cf wheeibarrows, scrapers, dump cars, and tire like
te Cinra. Tire whleelbarrow rrsed bore bas one large
wiieel in tire maiddle andi a seat on eitirer side, wlhore passen-
gers or icadsrare carried. Once in a great while, dirt is carried
in baskets on sucîr a barrow, but ordinarily it is carried hy &
coolie in twe baskets iîung ci the oand cf a bamboo rod bal-
anced onhlis.shoulders. These baskets are about the ah~e and
sîrapeocf a grain scoop. Labcr.saving devices are net in de-
arand in China. Tire clieapest tbing bore is a nman. There is
more labor tirat can find emplcynrent. A coolie carrying
dirt ivill receive from seven te ten cents geld per day. Re
must rvork from surtrise to sunset-not very steadily or very
intenseiy. but putting in a great inany beurs and accontpiisb.
ing a large amount cf work for tire amonat cf wages paid.
Tirera' are ancre coolies rvilling te work for tis pittance than
there is work for suent to do."

D1EVELOPMENT 0F THE K0NNG0 FREE STATE.
Tire recent celebration by tire ciL>' cf Antwerp cf the pro.

gress cf tire Ronge .Free Strate, liras attracted wide attention.
Ia iris speech on th3t occasion, the king, after cailing atten-
tien to tire enoraneus difficulties la thre wvay cf commercial de.
veiopment in Africa, speko cf tire remarkable advaanco la trade
miaxte b>' the Rongo during tire iast few yeat-s, altbough te
railway connection with the interior navigable waters cf that
territor>' was comnpieted only last Jul>'. The importations,
frein 7,500,000 francs (.31,447,500) in 1893, increased te 22,-
000,000 francs (84,246,000) la 1897, cf wbici more than 16,-
000,000 francs ($3,088,000) wvortb camne front Beliunt. Tire
exportations increased front 5,500,000 francs (Si,061,500) in
1893 to more thar. 15,000,000 francs ($2,895,000) la 1897,
of wlrici 13,000,000 francs ($2,509,000) wus sent te l3 elgiuan.
Tite king spoke cf the probahili>' tirat the railway aow
finiied and otirers te be ccnstructed would increase thIs
commerce at an overn greater ratio. The Government policy
an regard, te tire 1onge, lie said, wouid be te kecp it an abso-
lutel>' noutrai power, as Beigiurn lias been; te imitate Gcr-
rain l the formation cf numerous expert associations; to
encourage by ail means, private and ifficia], tire establishment
cf centres of tracie in Af rica.

THRES1I'NG MACHINES IN RUSSIA.
Tirere is a good demand for hrorse-powcr tlîreshing machanes

cf ixnproved construction, fitted witlî strawv shakers, riddlo and
cern screcn and autontatic fceder. Titeze machincs are inucli
ta fravor with tho peasant pr-uprietora and German colonis
and they perfer thent te Ste steamu tîrreshers; firstly, becauso
the capital invested is amall compared 'witb ste 3atter-they
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