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THE PUHIN O BELQIUM.
By Wivann Co Ronnason,

Yeaterday week Iehaneed to bo in
the Churel of Sainte Croix ontside of
Bragea, and, in company of the worthy
Cure of tho place, was examimug and
admiring tho altara of the church,
They are fram the desizne of the
Baran Jean Brthune, the reviver of
Christian art in Flanders, T lttle
thoupht that at that time their author
was piously receiving the lust ritey of
Holy Church in his country lionso at
Marcke, on the banks of the slupgigh
Lys. And, a few hours Iuter, ho who
had dono in Eelpium the work that
the clder Pugin bl striven to accom.
plialt in Fugland, had gone to receive
the reward due to those who bad
dearly loved the glory of God's House.
Within a week he had tollowed to tho
grave her who, during forty-six years,
had been the compunion of his joya
and of his sorrows on arth. Lor
though placed by birth beyond the
needs of life, aud by huw untiring
energy aud enthusinstio labors having
won renown in art—-than which nouw
is pleasanter— Baron Bethune was
not exewmpt from the crosses of life,
and in Ilns latter years the greatest
priet that can befull a Christion parent
visited him. Tlug, we may hope,
may, to borrow a favorite eaying of
pious old Ilemish souls, have but
added onv more pearl —and not the
lesst costly—to the heavenly crown
thut we muy hope he ulrendy enjoys.

More than half a century has passed
ginco his true vocation was made clear
to Jean Bethune. It is thus narrated
in an artic'e of the Dien Public of
Ghent. * It is fifty ycars,” says the
writer, whom we may well suspest to
be no other than the distinguished
Catholic publivist, M. Verapeyuen, **it
is fity years eince the illustrious
author of the Mistuire dv Suiate Fliza-
heth, o pilgrim cf religion and aort,
visited the town of Courtray. ‘The
namo of the young pecr of Frarce who
had eo gloriously pleaded for freedom
of education acuninst the Orleanist
Liberalism which had promised it the
charter of 1810, and traitorously re.
fused it by its laws, wae already popu-
Iar throughout the Cathulic world,
But he was even more intimately
known and beloved in Belgium
throughlis marrizge with the dauglter
of one of the foundirs of the then
youtiful Belgian nationality, the
Countess Elizabeth de Merodc. The
father of Jean Dcthune, then Burgo
master and member for Courtray,
naturally warmly welcored the yoath.
ful politician, and, being prevented by
his Juties from showing him over the
town, confided this pleasant task to
his son Jean. The future Christian
architect fulfilled this task with that
cordial hospitality and courteous
simplicity that was peculiarly his own.
It was not without a certain pride and
patriotiem that he pomted out to
Montalembert Van Dyck's famous
picture, * The Elevation of the Oross,”
"in Our Lady’s Church at Courtray.
But the illustrious stranger, without
denying the beauties of the master-
terpicce, was seduced rather by the
arciinted! .ral beautiia of the chureh,
and borrified by the clumsy attempts
made to restore its faded fairness
Ho poured forth the adunration and
indignation b felt with such burning
words as the * son of crusaders alone
could command They were to Mon-
talembert’s youthful companion a re-
velation of his vecation. They traced
for him a patb whence he never
swerved.

Of Jean Dethune's works as an
artist and as an urchiteet more com-
petent pens than unae will no doubt
speak in your columu=. For thero
are some 1 England who Lhave wateh
ed with friendly yet not uucritical
eyves s vaned works, and there are
others who hove heen Ins prprls and
who will no demht pay their tribnte
to their master  Whatever plac- Luy

I of Flander<?

works may oventually take m the
history ot art. it is cortain that they
have alreads titlel o large and hion
ourable xpace m the art annals of
Belwmm  the elnesieal Jand of me
dieval Chestinug art. Uy pen and
et he il ns best to revive that
art moall it branches. Whese are
those chaste and delivate ok earving
that adorn e many village sanctuaries
Whose the  daintly
carved stone altars of many a Flu-mixfn
chureh? Whose the vichly punted
witdows through which *the dna
relitions hght * streams into their
wslew? W ose the costty shrines and
warv onedy  embroidered  baoners
that mahe a wedern Belgian proees.
stop ax aplendid as any of the ages of
farth ever beheld 2 Whose the teach.
teaching thathins made the very strects
throagh whneh those procesaons pass
rich onec mare mall the arclutectural
wealth and beants of days before lath
and plaater, fucades and cornices dis-
guised the beautivs of the strects of
the Netherlamds 2 Whose thedesizns
that built at Vive Capelle, in an out.
of the-way uonk of Flanders, ono of
the mast complite  15th  centory
cherehes and dependenvcies that ean be
concerved 2 And to whom was due
the crand Abbey of Maredsous, of
which we gave so admivable an ae-
count xotw wmonths nzo ?  £nd to all
these questione the nume of Jewn
Bethune 1+ the only answer., ** But
what the good men do is oft interred
with ther bones.”  Not so with Jean
Betlme, i the members of the
Gmld of Samt Themas and Saint
Latke he has left apostler of his art ;
and in the flouri<innyg school of Saint
Luke many diseiples to earry on the
erafts he wo lovingly tanght them.
But devoted o5 he was o lis art,
ather pond works had his aetive aym
pathy, and at the gutherings of the
Societies of St Vincent de Paul, of
St Peter's Pencee, and of the Catholic
Schonl deanmation of Belghmm, his
veneruble figure will be long remem-
herod,  Full of yeurs —three seore and
fourteen - be had gone to bis reward,
leaving the world all the richer by his
exnmple of practical picty and worl,
May bie restin pence ! —Lond.m Tablet.
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The Corean Wonders.

Tbe Coresn *“ wonders” consist, firat,
| of a bot mineral epring near Kin
| Stantao, which is capable of curing
| sickness and diseases of all sorts. The
gecond wonder i8 the two wolls, one at
| each and of the prninsula, which have
| the peculiar characteristio that when
ono is full tho other iz ompty. The
water of the ove is intensely bitter,
that of the other has a pleasant and
sweet taste. The third wender is a
cave, fram which there issues an ice
cold wine, with such forco that a atrong
man is not able to stand up egainat it.
A pine forest which cannot be eradi-
cated constitutes tho fourth woader.
No matter what injury may be done to
the roots the young trees spring up
again liko the pharaix from its aches.
Tho most remarkable, however, ia the
fifth wonder—the famous hovering
atone —which standa, or rather appoars
to staml, in front of a palace erected to
its honcr. This is a massive rect-
angular block, free on all sides. Two
moen standing, oue on each end, can
draw acard underneath thestone, from
side to side, without enconntering any
obstacle. The sixth wonder is a hot
stone, which has beon lying from timo
iimmemoriul opon a hill, and evalving
a glowing heat. Thn reventh Corean
wonder is asweating Buddhe. Thiais
guarded in a great temple, in whoso
court for thirty sears or all sides not
a single blado of grass grows. No
treo, no flower will flourish on tho
sacred spot, and even wild creatures
are careful not to profane it.

Tho Christian Brothers have openod 2
school for tho Catholic Greek and Maron.

itos, in Nazareth, the Latin Catholics at.
tending the school of the Holy Land.

Qur Postal 8ystem—~1'ast aud Fresout,

Thero {8 no departiment in tho publie
sorvice in which improvement s so
porceptiblo av in our postal arrange-
wents, from tae timo it wxs taken in
chargo by the government of Canada,
on thn G:h of April, 1851, vn which
dato the Hon. Jumes Morris breamo
our firat Canadian Postmaster General,
Provious to that date the postal regu-
Iatinns wero under tho control of the
thon Postmaster-General, of Eogland,
whozo Canadian Deputy was Mr, T. A,
Stayner, then residing at Montreal
Tho presont Postmaster of Richmond
Hill, Mr. M. Teefy, was appointed on
the 3rd of Decemblior, 1840, nearly
forty-four years ago. At that timo
there wero no postugo stamps in uso ;
tho postage of vach letter was rated
according to distances, on the following
scale, viz: For n single letter—

G0 miles and woder, 43d. or  §e.

gl ** to 100 7d. or 2.
101 % to 200 od, or 16c.
201 ** to JWO 113d, or 24jc.
301 ¢ to 400 la. 1%L or 27N,
401 ¢ to 500 la.  4d. or 3le,
S0l * to GO0 ls. 0L or We
50l ** to TU0 le. HA, or 33e.
01 ¢ 10 500 Is. 0. or d73e.
81 ¢ to 2, Oid. or  4lo.
001 ¢ to 1000 e dd. or  ddo.
1001 to 1100 2. &l or 48¢.
1100 % to 1200 2. 73d. or b2ic.
1201 ¢ to 100 2. 03d. or  Gbo.
1301 ¢ to 1400 de. VL. or 600,
Ol ¢ to 1500 35, 2L or  Gie.
1501 ¢ to 1600 3s.  4d. or G7ec

Nore—Oune picen of paper (not
weighing sn ounce) is o single letter.
A double letter consists of two pieces
of paper {not weighing an ounce) is to
bo rated with doublo postage. A treble
lettor, consisting of three pieces of
paper tnot weighing an ounce) is to be
rated with treble pestage. A picket
weighing an ounce or more, is to be
rated by weight, in the propirtion of
one letter for every quarter of an
ounce,

A letter, whether unpaid or prepaid,
addressed to Vhornbill, and pnsted &t
Richwmond Hill, was 41d.; to Lirdsay
was 7d ; to Kingaton, 9d ; to Montreal,
Iz 134.; to Qusbee, 18. 61 ; to Gaspo,
2. b4d.; to St John, N.B, 23 Hd; to

Halifax N S., 23 94, and so on, ac
carding to distances, as stated before.
Tue rate per half ounce on lettors
L e the Ulited Kiogdom was le. 4d.
currency, or 27 cents.
On tho let of July, 1850, the foilow-

All letters, half ovunce rate, pre-
paid 5 centa,

All letters, half vuoco rate, uopaid
7 conta,

Al letters for United Kingdom 12}
cents,

All letters for the Uaited Stetes 10
ceats,

Nowspapers  &e.— Weekly 4d. or
6} cents per yuarler, Semu weekly 8d.
or 13 cents pr r qaarter, Tr1 weekly le.
or 20 cents per yuarter, Daily, 2« or
40 cents por quar er, to be pad in ad-
vauce by cither tho pubhisher at the
Post Oflico whore the pspers are posted,
cr by the subscriber at the delivering
office.

Of course, to fullow the many
changes in postal arrangements and
tho very great rcduction of the rates,
would be superfluous, as our readers
are now familiar with tho present rates
of postuge,

When Mr. Tetfy was uppoiated Post-
waster at Richmond il in 1850, there
wero no Post Offics at Oak Ridges,
Gormley, Cashel, Headford, Victona
Squsre, Ruportviile (now Maple). At
that timo the mail was carried by stago
ranning botween Toronto and tloliand
Landing ; the Northern Roilwsy was
not in existence.

The first Postmaster for Little York
was tho Hon. W, Allen; after him
camo J. S. Ioward, afterwards Treas-
urer of tho County of York. Mr.
Ballard was assistant 1% M and .Joha
Dool was letter carrier. Since that
time the staff hasincreased cuormeu. ».

Wa aro indebted to our Postmaster,

for tho items given above, which can-

ing reduced rates wero established, viz .

———— e e —e -e i — -

not fail to intereat our readers, st &
record of onr progress in fory-four
yoars, Mz, Teefy is ano of tho oldest
&lf not the ollc«t) Postmaster in tho
Yominion now living. ~—Liclmond Hill
Liberal.
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Nebis That Canuot bho Pald.

Thero aro somo dubts that can never
bo paid.

\What ahall this boy do to squarn the
accounts with his mother 1—tuoe moth.
or who, when slin brought bim lifo,
want down to tho very gata of death
hersolf, not krowing whother she
would rrturn or not; tho mother who,
through all his babyhood, gavo up her.
self to him thet she wight pour her
life into his ; the mother who bore with
his crrors and his imperfectivns ; tho
mothor who loved him back from his
wanderings and redeemied him from
hie sins; tho mother who took upon
berself tho burden of transgressione of
which ho himelf was unconscious,
that sho wight bear them away and ho
bo saved from them? What sorvice
shall bo rendir to hor 1 what words of
gratitude outpour? what lovo bostow §
Ab, if this boy be a man, ho knowa
that is & debt that can never Lo paid §
Eternity of love will net pay it, for
love never paya love's dobte; such
dobts go on oterunily, and love goes on
eterually, and we pay aud love, and
love and pay, and still tho procoss
laata,

What shall this husband pay to re-
compeneo tho wifot--who lcft her
home, her friends, hor very name, and
took his natno up for her own, bicame
bis companion, hearing hia cares more
than he bore them, loving him not
only for richer or poorer—that is casy
—hut for hetter or worso-~that is hard,
How shall this husband pay tho wifo
that bas been bis counsclor and hiy ad-
visor and has filled him with her lovo
and her wisdom? Ob, what can Yo do
but say, this is a debt 1 cannot pay.
I can owo her love eternally ; and when
I have loved her as long as oternity
shall last, still thore wiil bo love due
to her,

How will yon pay tho physician that
came into your houro when your little
child 'ay in tbe cradle, and you thought
overy moment the cradle would become
a coffin, and who watched and tended
and brovght to you bis wisdom and his
caro and his love and his skill and his
cnoraget  Oan you ever Lo otherwise
than debtor to the man who has called
hack from death your child or your
wife and given her back to you 1—7%e
Nutlook:,
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A Strange Muslcal Instrument.

A wosical instrument, the like of
which bag never been ason before, is
the outcomo of many years’ hard think
ing by a Swedish electrican and musi-
cian. Thero is o frame, and on it are
bung a ecore of tuned hells, a geries of
steel bars atruck by motallic hammers,
& row of steel gtrings of nrcessary
tension, a xylophone, and a fraudulent
bagpipe, mado out of a bar of steel and
an electric current. The operator can
8it at tho koys a few feet away or a
hundred miles—it doesn't watter which
20 long ns the cnunecting clectric wirce
are fixed up. For a beginner [ should
recommond the bundred miles’ radius.
Tho key-board, which is liko that of a
piano, but with faw keys. is equipped
with awitches, so that one sot of instru-
ments or the whole lot inay bo operated
on at once.

The Catholic temporanco societios
of the United States have more than
100,030 mernshers.
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Tho great demand for a plcasant, safo and
roliablo antidote for all affections of the
throat and lungs is fafly met with in Bickle's
Anti-Consumptivo Syrup. 1t is a purely
Vegotable Compound, and acts promptly
and magically in subduing all coughs, colds,
bronchitis, {iofammation of the lungs, cto, It
is 80 FALATARLE that a child will not refuse
1%, and is put at a prico that will not excludo
the poor from its benefit.



