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ELIZA ALLEN STARR,

nketch of One of Js:;-lml Noted Catholle
Women of the Day.

Miss Eliza Starr is, porhaps, ono of
tho most versatilo of the talented
Catholica of America. A poct, an
cesnyist, anarlist, n lecturor on arl
and poetry, sho is an excollont typo of
an indwvidunlity whoso abilities aro
conspiouous in various departments of
human knowledgo.

When I recently intorviewed the
frail littlo Iady in tho auditorium of
bor home, St. Josoph's Cottago, situ.
ated in Huron streot, Chicago, { was
surprised to find that sho had nothing
in common with tho traditional blue
stocking. She was most gentle and
womxmfy n3 well as modest and unas-
suming in her demeanor., Sho rarely
speaks of her own writings, It was
with the wimost difticulty that I in-
duced her to give me some interesting
dotails of her lifo. She has no love
Zor publicity ; and hence it is thag Ler
name outsido sclect and scholarly
circles, is littlo Lknown awmong the
Catholic people of the United States.
Sho had a sweet syinpathetic face still
almost untacnighed by the wrinkles of
age, and sparkling, intelligent oyes,
cloquent of the hiddon wealth of know
ledge that is stored in her uctivo brain.
She is, moreovar, the soul of courtesy;
but it is somewhat diflicult to keep up
with a convorsation with Miss Starr
owing to herdeafuess. An ear trumpot
is the only medium through which
you can communicate with the lady.
Her remarks to me were always intor-
esting and sometimes witty, and dis-
played a true geniality of spirit peculiar
to a hiappy temperament.

Miss S‘arr's illastrated lectures on
art are well patronized by the Catholic
clite of Chicago. She has made a
special study of Catholic art in which
sho is at present recognized as the
best living authority on this side of
the Atlantic. In her treatment of the
exquisito work of Michaol Angelo she
deals with his early studies in the
Medical school, his career in Romo
whero he left behind him as proofs of
his immortal genius the tomb of
Julius II., the statues of Moses and
the dying slave, the wall pictures of
St. Peter’s, the frescoed ceilings of the
Sistine chapel, and the famous tableau
of the Laet Judgment. She also dis-
.cusses Angelo, the poet, in this inter-
esting series of lectures, Anothor of
her intellectunl entertainments is
devoted to Dante, the king of Italian
poets. In a preface to these essnys,
the author justly observes that since
the Relation of St. John, whose pen
seemed dipped in rainbows, as on the
island of Patmos he wrote of the
Heavenly Jerusalem, no one has utter
ed or written what brings us so near
to the Beautiful Vision as a reality as
Dante’s Paradiso. What Fra Angelico
did for the Heavenly fields with his
brush Dante did with his pen. In
addition to these lectures Miss Starr
holds daily in the auditorium of her
cottage an art school for Catholio
pugils. She is marvellously successful
in teaching her pupils to secure com.
plete accuracy of forms, perspective,
and vigor of light and shade, as well
as charm of color. Your readers will
be pleased to know that six prizes
were awarded to her pupile’ art exinbit
at the World's Columbian Expositior.
The commissioners expressed their
regrat that they had not the power to
give moro in view of thogeneral exsel-
lence of the paintingg. Miss Stare's
qualifications as o teacher of art are
unquestionable. During the touz made
by her in 1875 through France and
Italy she studied art ai its fountain
head. The Louvre galleries of Paris
and those of Verssilles, the art treas.
ures of Florence, Venice, and Rome
bad a fascination for this American
woman which gave her a valuable in-
sight into the glorious handiwork of
the great masters.

Miss Eliza Allan Starr is originally
o Now Englander. She was born in
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Durficld in 1824,  Tho founder of the
Btarr fanuly i this country was Dr.
Comfort Storr of Ashford, County
Kant, England, whe loft that country
in 1084, and settled in Cambridge,
Mass. The son of this pioneor, tho
Rev. Comfort Starr, gradunted from
Harvard Univorsity in 1647, and was
ono of tho five Follows named in the
college charter dated May 10, 1660,
On the maternal sido Miss Starr is
dosconded from ' tho Allens of the
Dars,"” originslly of Chiohineford, Essox,
Lngland, who were distinguished in
the cclonial history of Durfield during
tha timo of King Phillip's war an
afterwards. Thoy woro o raco of
soldiors and schiolara, Tho domestio
atmosphero breathed by Miss Starr
throughout her childhood, was of that
rare kind in whick both heart and
mind alike dovelops vigorously, stimu.
lated by tho tondorest family affection,
the union of intellectual interest and a
noble ideal of rocial obligations, while
the passionate lovo and knowledgo of
nature, 80 noticeablo in lor poems,
and her Inghly cultivated artistic pro-
pensities found their first impuleo
among the beautcous woodlands, tho
voerdunt vales, and other pioturesque
surroundings of her plensant New
England home.

Liarly in lifo sho received a broad
and amplo education which was subse-
quently developed and completed in
Boston whero she resided for some
time. After having endowed hersell
with much of the culture peculinr to
the * Hub,” she procceded to Phila.
delphia where her cousin, George
Allea, LL.D., was professor of Greek
and Lotin in the University of Penn-
sylvanin. While living in this Quaker
city Miss Starr was privileged to
number among ber most intimate
friends the illustrious Archbishop
Kenrick, who was widely known as a
translator of the Holy Scriptures.
Thanks to the encouragement of his
Grace, she began to woo the Muses,
with the result that several high toned
religious poems were printed from her
pen in the pages of various magazinos.

I should havo mentioned that Migs
Starr, who was born and trained a
Protestant, was received into the
Catbolic Church by the late Bishop
Fitzpatrick of Boston in the old
cathedral on Franklin strest in that
city. She was thirty years old when
ghe abandoned the communion with
whichh her early life was so much
associated. In doing so she had to
part with old friends, break old ties,
and givo over old traditions. She
willingly ecccepted this sacrifice on
being convinced that Catholicism
suited ber tastes and temperament
much better than the cold rigid creed
of Puritanizm. Morcover, thanks to
constant study, she discovered that
all the «-cusations made by unscrupu.
lous i s.estant scribas against the
Catholic Church were not founded on
fact, and were the most malicious of
calumnies. She had asked like Pilate
—but a higheor and holier object than
he—\WhereistheTruth?” Shefound
it eventuslly on the bosom of that sub-
limo alma mater, the Catholic Church.

Miss Starr proceeded subsequently
to Chicago, whero she entered on a
literary career, while at the same
time developing those artistic talents
which have been Loer most distin.
guished characteristics. In the latter
department her work in form, scope
aud exccution is entirely unigue. It
is not confined to the original and
brilliant articles on art and artists
that emanate from her pen with which
rezders of various periodicals are
familiar, nor to the training of pupils
in drawing aud painting, but io the
propagation of her ideas through con-
ferences in the houses of friends in
Chicago and other great Western
cities. Miss Starr is in fact an art
enthusiast, but more particularly so
on its Catholic features,

In 1807 her maiden volumoof poems
appeared from the printing pross, and
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was vory woll recoived by tho oritios,
Miss Starr's offusions aro veritable
goms in thoir way. They aro the
simple but yot oloquent musings of a
cultured mind, and tho outcomo of a
good and gonerous heart. Miss Starr
could no moro suppress hor penchant
for adding chnsto ideus to verso than
tho bird of the forest could the tuneful
faculties with which it is endowed by
tho God of nature, Hor pooms aro
marked with a graco of dovotion truly
admirable, and are confined mostly to
ker twe favorite subjects, religion and
arl.

It has beon said that in ordor to
becomo o writer of musionl prose, one
must neods bo a poot. 'Ihe poetry in
Miss Btarrs's nature onables her in
her prose volimes to treat us to o
series of pon and ink pictures which
aro poctically beautiful. Hor atyle of
writing is as limpid as a mountain
brook, and flows along as sweetly as a
calm and ovystal river., Her first
prose volumes were entitled ** Patron
Saints ” in which she displayed a truly
religious forvor of thought.

In 1876, Miss Starr visited the old
world, spending most of her time, as
1 havo already said, in the art galleries
of that continent, but sho navortheloss
dovoted a fow weeks of reoreation to
sketching tho vinoyards of (e sunny
land of France, the hoary pealks of the
Alpine mountains, the cathedral of
Milan, the Duomo of Florence, tho
lugoons and the Piazza San Marco of
Venice, as well as the cathedral of
San Piotro in Rome. On her roturn
to this country she immediatoly st to
work on a volume entitled ¢ Pilgrimg
and Shrines" based on tho materials
which she bad collected during hor
transatlantic tour, It wason thewhole
o charming contribution to literature
and art, and was morcover illustrated
from the otchings taken by her on the
most inturesting of the sites which she
visited. Tho glimpses of Western
Europe, whicu sho was thus enakled
to present to the American pubiis,
were vivid and interesting, and diffored
from other books on the same subjeot
b( their breezy freshness and origin-
ality.

Miss Starr's later volumes wero:
* Songs of a Life Time," published in
1887, ¢ Igabella of Castille," ** Christ.
mas-Tide,’” ¢ Christian Art in QOur
Own Age,” and ** What We Sae.” In
1885 the University of Natre Dame,
Indiana, conforred upon her the Lize.
tara medal as a reccgnition of her
services to Catholio art and literature.
During the Catholic Congress, held in
Chicago lnst summer under the
auspices of the World's Columbian
Exposition, Miss Starr read a paper
an ** Woman's Work in Art.”

Though this Catholic writer is
entering on the seventieth year of her
ago, she iz as active as & woman of
thirty-five. Hear frail frame is a mask,
80 to speak, for a spirit full of indomi.
table energy, like & gleaming sword
sheathed in a delicately wrought
scabbard. Miss Starr continues her
work, unconscious of the march of
time, for she is too enthusiastically
devoted to it to liave a moment to
spare to count the years as they pass.
She has all the charms of perpetual
youth—not those of ninon de I' Enclos
which attracted the eye—but the
youth-hood of mind and tempera.
ments.~— [Sugene Dacis in  Catholic
Columbian,

Gladetone had 20,000 books in his
library three years ago. He hasgiven
most of them away, chicfly to the gen-
eral library at Hawarden OCburch.
Ho claims to be able to pack more
booke in a given spuce than any man
ho knows.

AfimpYc way to help Poor Catholic Missions

Savo all cancelled postage stamps of overy
kind 20d country aod send them to Rov. P,
M. Barral, Hammonton, Now Jersey.  Givo
at onco your addroas, and you will reocive
with the noccssary oxplanstion a nice Son.
venir of Hammonton Missloos,

Stronger

Evidence
Required.

Miaoral waters which req-ire
gaing and fixing up may be pr.iat.
able but thelr medicinal propertios
aro scriously open to question. At
least stronger rocommendations
than merely thoso of tho dealer
should bo looked for., Theanalysis
of 8t Leon is printed on overy
bottlo and Is ondoraed by the great
mafority of tho medical profosslon,
Hence (ts unprocudonted salo and
consumption.

Sold by all reputoblo Doalors,

St Leon Mineral Water Co,, Ltd.

Head OMce—King St. ., Toronto. .
Branch Cor. Yongo and College

HOME RULE.

Tho undersigned bas tho honor to
announce that he has now in pross,
and will shortly have publishod, a
verbatom report of the speeches deliv-
ered on tho occasion of the first and
second readings of tho Homo Rule
measuro now before the

ENCLISH HOUSE Or GOMMONS.

The colleotion embraces the speeches
of Giadstone, Olark, Soxton, Saunder-
son, Balfour, Bryce, Oollings, Red-
mond, Russcll, Labouchere, Chamber-
lain, Blake, Hicks-Beach, McCarthy,
Davitt, Morley, &o, &c., furnished by
a first-class stenographer employed on
the spot; and as they aro the repro-
duction in book fsrm of controversies
that aro destined to become of historic
interest, the undercigned relies on his
frionds and on the reading publio for
their patronsge. A further announcs-
wment later on.

P. MUNCOVEN.

WEDDINGS,
WEDDING caxes,
WERDDING supLies,

HARRY WEBB,
447 YONGE S8TREET,
Toronto.

20
THE COAL SAVING & SMOKE
CONSUMING CO , LTD.

TORONTO . AXD MONTREAL
8. €. Co. (Trado [338) Mark) Compound,
“cb, 23rd, 1891, - - Dominion Charter
Patented Fe Sl $50,000,

N Leforo ¢n tho market. Woguarantce toxre
lr:n:‘ielirto 40 pes cont, of your eozﬂam. Tho grest-

discovery of the age.” No chango in gmun or
:g'ﬂ. !g{hlnz deleterious to lron. (08CTYOS
gratcs and stoves, Makes them last looger. No
clinkers, Nogas. No Purely
DIRECTORS : -
zxT—Wm.Angus, Manutacturer,Montreal,Quo
P“‘&!l:cnnu\'- uugn‘tl:"uu-‘r. un an'wn. Axeu't.
Moutreal, Que.
3ianufacturers should write for particulars,
ARTHOR & FLYNN, Agents, Ont.

. Paul st 36 King st. West,
s s‘Mont«msl. Que. l ‘l'oronw, Oa
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Streot Cars from Union Station pass every 8 miautes,

R. DISETTE, - - Propristor,
Tolepkenmo 237V,



