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show her flowers. Bring a soup plate
or o deep platter with water in it. We
do not intend to eat the flowers how-
ever. Now spread out these beautiful
ferns on the edge, with the stems down
in the water. Then lay these fiail
flowers over them. We want more
white. Run, Maggie, to the roadside
and get me some May flowers.

“Q, but they're so common,” says
Maggic, “ and they do not smell nice.”

Never mind, they look pretty, and the
leaves are really elegant. Now put this
beautiful water-lily in the center. By
to-morrow they will hold their heads
as erect as they did when growinyg
m the fields.

“Please, ma'am, I could get nothing
but a rose,” says Mina; “mother had
put one.”

Well, my child, that is just the thing for this5
o ¥ N (] slender little vase. It will look far more elegant !
BOTQUET NAKING. than if crowded with 8 dozen flowers. And notice .

SprIxG is the time for flowers. Forest and field, { also—where you have but one flower alone with
and garden and road-side, arc all gay with the little | lcaves—some shade of red is the prettiest that you
banners inseribed with the wisdom and goodness § can choose.
and love of the God that made them. It is tr uc\ %0 dear! " sighs Sophia, “ here is all this morning
that we have flowers all the scason until cold ’ lost. I ought to have been studying my algebra.”
winter comes again, but at no time are they soi Then why are you here?
sweet, so delicate, and so numerous as they arve iné “Because I thought I should be able to learn
the spring and early summer. Mother Earth secms { something valuable.”
to e laughing outright to find that warm weather ;  That is no reason why you should neglect your
has come Imck again, ¢ school lesson.

The children have charming rambles now. I} “Iam surethatT have learned a great deal that is
fancy some of you are gathering flowers for the : valuable,” says Minerva. “IT believe God wishes to
bouquets that T was to show vou how to malke. : have us admire and make the most of tlhie beautiful
But I would prefer to have each of you | things that he gives us, always thanking him for |
try it for yourself. I sce Alfred has taken me ' them all. And lf I can make bouquets as beautiful ¢
at my word. Here he comes boisterously with his § as Anua'sit will greatly please my dear sick mother.
bouquet already made. Ile put it together as { The doctor says that a pleasant hour does her more
he went along, picking the flowers with short % good than medicine,”
stems, packing them close together without re- Yes, my child, you will often be able to malke |
gard to color. and then patting them down with his | your home brighter, and to chcer the lonely hours §
hand to make them nice and even! It has not { of many a sick person, by a little skill in bougquet
g0 much as a green leaf in sight. Well, that is { making. You shoud never neglect your dutics
a boy's houquet, and he will learn better after a ¢ for your own pleasurc; but giving pleasure to others
lesson or two. It hus one merit, the flowers are s often becomes a duty, and' it is worth the while to
fragrant. i study the best way of performing it, even in thesimple
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1 sce that Anna has brought her fowers in a | matter of making bouquets. - AvuNT JULIA.
basket, She cut them with a knife, which is i
better than scissors, since it docs not bruise
the stems. This allows the water to rise in
them more easily, and the flowers will keep
fresh longer. She places the stems in water,
and providing herself with a knife and twine, she
gelects the top piece, which in this case is a fine
clugter of white phlox. Below this she puts a cir-
cle of pink phlox, interspersed with nodding sprays
of grass, winding the stems with the twine as she
pmcccd~ Next come blue buttons and buttercups
gome small white flowers, then roses with leaves
and buds, interspersed with clusters of violets, ever
and anon giving the twine a turn, and finishing off
with plenty of leaves to fall over the edge of the
vasc.

“Well, but what kind of leaves are those? They
look so pretty ! remarks the inquisitive Melissa.

Hold your ear close till I whisper. They are car- WHDLE the editor is looking another way
rot leaves, and they finish off the bouquet nicely. Aunt Julia slips in Cousin Kate's

But the one-sided bouquet for the mantle-piece is '

e more. enily made. s quite o peotyimite| CHAT WITH THE LITTLE FOLKS,
place, only you should not put white at the top, if it { DEAR LxrrrE Cousiss,—Don’t you love this sun-
is to sct against a white wall. Here is one with a ? beam—the Advocate—which enters your homes
branch of arbor vite for its background, upon every fortnight ¢

which the flowers are carefully arranged and tied, ! How mindful of the little ones was that honorable
with a nasturtium for the center. Here is another body, the General Conference, to give us so Wise a
with a big thistle ou cither side and a poppy in the S friend to warn us of cvil, and with his great heart
middle. Really it looks very pretty. With the exer- ! overflowing with kindness for his numerous family,
cise of a little taste one can make a passuble hou- | to tell us of a Saviowr's precious love for the lambs '
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quet out of almost any kind of flowers. - of the flock. O, I think we have just tAe editor | §
“ Fxcept these with the weak stems,” says a little | His love for us is truly made manifest in supply- 2
voice at my side. { ing us such a capital paper, which richly merits the ;

Poor timid Maggie! Sbe hasnoteven venturedto | warm affection of our hearts. We guess he must
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i e L S AL e AR S

possess a bit of your love, judging from the enter-
taining missives published in one corner of the Ad-
vocate from time to time,

When T was a wee toddling of perhaps threc or

_four summers, our first Bunday-school was organized

in the quiet little village of A—— by Brother Luw-

" ton, who is now telling of Jesus's love in the tar, far

West, on the shores of the Pacific. e dearly prized

- the Sunday-school. and quickly saw our need of one.

At that time the Advocate was first introduced to

~us, Its pages have ever proved interesting, and

have, we hope, infdluenced s to geod. We never
let any of its nwumbers pass unread, and nowadays

- its contents are rehearsed to little sister Mabel, who

is & great lover of stories.  Her heart beat feelingly

. for little lame Philip, and she thought Ronald was

“such a good boy” to deny himsclf s much for

“another.  The little boy's prayer for the missionary
- enlisted her sympathies, for she is strongly attached
. to awissionary friend in India.  After repeating the
- story to her, she looked up with the hig tears just

ready to flow from her Lright eyes, saying, - Kateg,
won't the bears cateh Brother 8 " but quiekly
rallying her faith she added, O, I know! The
Good Man up in the skies will take care of him.”
Cousin KATE.

[

LITTLE BY LITTLL

One step and then another,

And the longest walk is ended;
One stiteh and then another,

And the largest rent is mended ;
One brick upon another,

And the highest wall is made;
One flake upon another,

And the deepest snow is laid.

8o the little coral workers,
By their slow but constant motion,
Have built those pretiy islands
In the distant dark blue ocean
And the noblest undertakings
Man's wisdom hath concejved
By oft-repeated efforts
Have been paticntly achicved.
~—~Methodist Nrotestant.
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A BENEVOLENT COBBLER.—In » lonely village in
Scotland, there is a good old shuemaker, who, dur-
ing the last sixty years, has been the school-master
to upward of fourteen hundred children; vecciving
no pay, cxcept the joy of trying to ‘do good! Al-
though he is now eighty-two years of age, still he
continues to “cobble ? und hear lessons.

e e

Love not sleep, lest thou come to poverty : ‘open
thine eyes, and thou shalt be satisfled with bread.—
Prov. xx, 13.

‘Waoso stoppeth his cars at the cry of the poor,
he also shall cry himself, but shall not be heard.—
Prov. xxi, 18,
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