
is certain that h)otu agencies wvere 1.argel3' enti)loyed in sculpturing the
rock surface and faisiioinig the featîtres of our landscape as wvc ino%
See tliezn.

In addlition to the more active agents of disturbance just described,
others wvhicli pcrform tiij wvork quite as effeetutally piobably exist.
'.I'ese are the atmosphecre, rains, frosts, 'vinds and the 'vasi~ and wvear of
ides and scas. The degrading action of rivers ia motion, Ihy 'vhich imi-

niense quantities of niaterial are remioved ani carrîed dowvn and de

1)osited at tîjeir mouths, as in te case of the Mississippi, the IÇile, and
ieaier homse, the St. Lawrence, is well Iznovni, and fromi these sources

an estimate lias been nmade of the rate of degradation of our continents
and the nuiniber of years whicii 'vould clapse before tîtese %vould be re-
duced 10 tic pre.senit sea, level slîonid no fuirthier j)eriod of upiieavai
occur. Some idea of the immense foi-ce of exca;antion exercised Iw
running waters cati bc formied by considerimg the geî canons of the
C'olorado, wliere litige chasîns tltousands of feet deep lave been euit ont
by the artion of streamis, sometimes coniparativeiy small, iii îîow these
present soute of the most reniarkable gelgciplenoinena ii te
Nvoild. It is probab)le also tat Vhe great rock cliffs about titis City owve
titeir origîin to a gyreat extent Vo tue 'vearing actioni ofthde rivers ia titis
vîcînity.

With the mtodifled conditionis of clinmte wrhichi succeedec] th93
glacial period, the coniditions of life as we now find it begaî*n or wec re-
smled. Evidences of Vue presence of lie lituman race are visible at
the close of titat iieriod and eveni in tue intergiacial tinte, wlîile sonie,
observers contend that ituman reomains hiave been obtaiîîed as far back
as tue IMiocene Tertiarv. But Nvithi titis phase of the subjeet, we have
îîot, tinte sufficient Vo dca]. Gradually te sIowvlv moving fingers of
time haefashionied ami ronnded our bill topts, lhave carved ont te
miter courses and liewn the basins of ouï lakes. 'l'ie action of sun,
frost and ramn have softencd te liard sterile rock and produced te
soul necessary for tue cultivation of those tiîings required for i.an's
,existence. ïMany if not all of the gecologicai agencies whici have been
so potent in past agtes are in active operation today, thloughi possibly
tlieir action is not so marked as uinder Vhe peculiar conditions of earlier
geological tintes, but they are going forward aIl VI:e sanie. Tue graduai


