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STUMBLING BLOCKS.

On hearing the subjec t announced for to-
day,

I thought it very probable-I'd have nothing
to Say,

But at a late hour, whien 1 had but a short
tinie,

I put a few thoughts ini the form of a
rhyme.

My verses are simple and not very deep,
And don't contain thoughits that migli. be

,called meat;
But'I hope y'ou wvill listen, and try to endure
The hunes that were written by a weak

amateur.

WVhen setting up fodder on a dry windy
day,

It is then oile is tenipted somne bad things
to say,

And whîen the ga:e *strengtiens and biowvs
down the shock,

This is to patience a stunibling block.

If whien in town, wvalking along on the
street,

- A drunk staggering mail ve shouid hap-
XVoPen to ineet,
Wostaggers up near and gives us a

kiiock,
X.his is to love a stumbling bhock.

A beggar tells a story most sorrowful to
hear,

Mye give him soine mioney, and lie goes
and buys beer,

And we flnd ont by sonîcone what the miln
got-

.This is to charity a stunibling block.

Says a preacher, "Up1 in hecaven there's
no sorrow or care."

Says somienne, "1I have friends w12o you
say wvon'i. be there,

Then think 1 could bc happy ? O, no, 1
think flot,"

And this Io his hope is a stunibling block.

There are mlany read tlie Bible, niost
evervone-does,

To learti of God's goodness, His miercy,
and love

But its mleaning there are soine %vlin fail
to unlock,

And this to their faith is a studibling block.

If parents wvhîle at meeting are good to
their child,

And honey it, and bless it, and speak tbc it
niild,

But wvhen they get home scold it and givé
1. it abox,
They to their children are stumbling blocks.

A manl of the wvorhd, whio ail through the
wveek,

Is drinking, or gambling, or tryîng to
cheat.

But on the Sabbatli gets good, and pro-
fesses a great lot,

WVhat*s lie t saine souls, but a stumbling
block.

I think ît's a fact, and you ai wvill agree
That no matter how righiteous, one pro-

fesses to bce,
4 If in business lie welcomes Satan, wvhen ere

lie mlay knlock,
-He's an injury to his church, and a stunîb-

ling block.

How a Friend can vote for license and say
ît*s no harm,

And argue and grumble agaînst ail reform,
iAnd have a clear conscience, is wvhat I

knlow net,
And this is to many ai stusnbling block.

There are persons of influence, over our
land,

WVho make great professions, but they're
built on the sand,

And faîl in Iife's Storm, %vliere if thev'd built
on the rock,

They'd been a hiehp te this wvorld, not a
stumbling block.

WVe who belong te the Society of Friends,
Are watched by the world, and te many it

depends
On how truc wve are, te the teachings wve

taught,
WVhether we're a help te thecir seuls or a

stumbling block.

Se boys, let's brace up and bie true Io our
cause;

Face thie riglit and push forward withot
falter or pause,

When temptatiens confrront us, yield ro
thein i et,

Be a strength taoaur cbums, not a stumlbl-
ing block.

Friends, as a society, throw eut a briglit
liglit,

So lost souls of the world inay sec te go
riglit,

Teacli theni the -way shown us by Penni aild
George Fox,.-

That they may not fail over these stumb-
ling blocks.

Z. U., JR.


