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8 eiders for every settled pastor, and onie eider for every 13
farnilies and 23 commuinicants. 6th. The decreas2 in the num-
ber of baptisms i8 noteworthy. f-low can' it be accounted for ?
Only one year since the Union was the number of baptisms so
small as Iast year. In 1281, 3,566 baptisms were reported.
Why shouid they not increase with the increase of famailies and
communicants ? Tth. The proportion of seholars lin our Sunday
Sehools to familles bas improved a littie. It ivas as 1.25 to, 1 in
1876 and 1886, and as 1.43 to 1 in 1896. Possibly, the Y. 'L. S.
C. E. has belped the Sunday Sehool <luring the Inst few years-
but there is înuch yet to be done ini the way of caring for the spir-
itual welfare of the young. Parental responsibility is great-
but it is the duty of the Ohurchi also to see that the Iamnbs of the
hfock are fed with Ilthe sincere milk of the Word." 8th. lI the
foregoing sta. tisties no account is taken of our mission stations.
If tkey were included the totals given wvould be a good deal
larger. Dr. 4Aorrison's exh.- ustive article ln the Iast THEOLOGUE
gave ail *,,e information nc"-essary reaardlino the wvorking of
our mission stations.

Com;ng to finances the following figures &.-e nioteworthy. To
every true Presbyterian they should. be far froua diy and un-
interesting. Îhey shouid inspire every inember of the chiurch
with increased gr,,..,.tude, zeai and hope The thought of standing
stili now should enter nio one's hcad. Il Eorward " should be the
inotto of ail.

1876. 1886. 1836.
Stiper-d paid................ $104,613 $121,229 $171,723
Arrears..................... 7,591 5,634 1,711
Total for Contreg9.tional purposes. 168,866 241,288 287,191

cc Schemes............. 21,068 32,582 51,344
cc Ail purposes ......... 200,679 286,460 .357,529
44 Colleges .............. 2,398 2,396 4,086
cc Home Missions ......... 4,863 4,457 11,232
49 Augmentation .......... ,936 9,029 7,917
C4 Foreign Missions ........ 6,296 12,13Ti 21,801

Tiiese figures speak for thenselves. The decrease lin the
amount of arrears due our ministers is gratifying. The increas-
ing liberality of our people will be stili more clearijy seen if we


