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In the Coininittee's list are selections froin 78 Psahins. This is
perhaps too snîiall a number. The Comnmittee bias stirred up soi-ne
opposition, and partly dlefeated the objeet it had in view, by mak-
ing too sweeping changes. For exaînple, we miss selections from
Psahnis 9.8, :30, 33, 42, 85 and 107. 111, a favourite wvith. nany,
is xîot on the list. Perliap.s no Psahni is more used for baptismal
services in our- country congregations than 781 (1-6), yet it is.
cxci uded. l-lowever, the Iist is a valuable oie, and serves a good
purpose in impres.A>ng ernphatically on the Churcli this fact, that.
our Psalter is fast going out uf use. In niiost of our Sunday
Sehools and Prayer Meetings, Hymnnals are used. The children
ande the young people of the Churchi know littie about the
Psalter. Tle Y. P. S. C.E. aid tie Y. . C. A.botii' workstrongly
aaainst it. Our young people, when Ieaaing meetings, or taking
part iii thein, select and stiggest hyrnns, not Psalms. Conse-
<juently the Psalter is being superseded. If we are to keep it in
touchi with the young life of our Church, ani have it available,
for services, this we consider can be accomplishied onily by incor-
porating selections from the Psahins in our newv Book of Praise.

But the question iniay be considered from another standpoint.
Many of our good people grow indignant at the very suggestion
of in-akiing sciections, and strong deliverances have beew nmade
by sorne of our Preshyteries. One Presbýytery " emphiatically
objects to any tampering wvith the Psalter on the part of the
Chiurchi." Another " strongly deprecates any attexnpt to eiirn-
]nate any part of the present collection of Psahnis froin the new
Book of Pi-aise." But what is the ground of objection ? The
strongest argument we have hieard advanced niay be expressed
in the proverbial saying: , Keep a, thing, its use wvi11 corne.»
Days of violence inay arise, and times of persecution be in store
for the Churcli. rrien Psalms wliich now seeni unsuitable to,
the devotional spirit Nvil1 finci thieir place. Keep thein in re-
serve. We are told thiat inany of our forefathers in the time of
pers ecution used the stroncr, Iancuage of somne almost forgotten
Psalmns. \Ve inny ultinmately find ourselves in like straits. It
is wvelI to have the Psalter uinùouchied, so that wvlen the tiîne
cornes, -we niiay cali down the wvrathi of heaven uipon our enemies,
and relieve our owvn feelings by singing such Psahns as :35, 38,
or 109.
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