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“ that which they gave. * * * I hesitate
“to add anything to the remarks of my
“ brother Taylor upon the evidence on the
“ question of insanity. I have read over
“ very carefully all the evidence that was
-“ laid before the jury, and I could say nothing
“ that would more fully express the opinions
“ I have formed from its perusal than what
“is expressed by him. I agree with him
“ also in saying that the prisoner has been
“ ably and zealously defended, and that
‘“ nothing that could assist his case appears
“ to have been left untouched.”

The organization and direction of such a
movement is in itself irreconcilable with this
defence; and the admitted facts appear
wholly to displace it. The prisoner, eight
months before this rebellion broke out, was
living in the United States, where he had be-
come naturalized under their laws, and was
occupied a8 a school teacher. He was soli-
cited to come, it is said, by a deputation of
prominent men among the French half-
breeds, who went to him from the North-
West Territories, antl, after a conference,
requested him to return with them, and
assist in obtaining certain rights which they
claimed from the Dominion Government,
and the redress of certain alleged grievances.
He arrived in the Territories in July, 1884,
and for a period of eight months was actively
engaged in discussing, both publicly and
privately, the matters for which he had come,
addressing many public meetings upon them
in a settlement composed of about six hun-
dred French and a larger number of English
half-breeds, together with others. The Eng.-
lish half-breeds and other settlers observed
his course, and saw reason to fear the out-
break. which followed ; but the suggestion of
insanity never occurred, either to those who
dreaded his influence in public matters over
his race, and would have been glad to
counteract it, or to the many hundreds who
unhappily listened to him and were guided
by his evil counsels to their ruin.

If, up to the eve of the resort to arms, his
sanity was open to question, it is unaccount-
able that no one, either among his followers
or his dpponents, should have called public
attentionto it. If the Government had then
attempted to place him under restraint as a

lunatic, it is believed that no one would have
been found to justify their action, and that
those who now assert him to have been irre-
sponsible would have been loud and well
warranted in their protest. It may be well
also to call attention to the obvious inconsist-
ency of those persons—not a few—who have
urged the alleged mal-administration of the
affairs of the North-West Territories by the
Government as a ground for interfering with
the sentence, without ceasing to insist upon
the plea of insanity. The prisoner cannot
bave been entitled to consideration both as
the patriotic representative of his race and
an irresponsible lunatic. It may be asked,
too, if the leader was insane, upon what fair
ground those who were persuaded by and
followed him could be held responsible; and
if not, who could have been punished for
crimes which so unquestionably called for it.

It has been urged, however, that his nature
was excitable, and his mental balance uncer-
tain; that as the agitation increased, his na-
tural disposition overcame him, and that the
resort to violence was the result of over-
wrought feeling, ending in insanity, for which
be cannot fairly be held accountable—that,
in short, he was overcome by events not fore-
seen or intended by him.

A simple statement of the facts will show
that this view is wholly without foundation ;
that throughout he controlled and created
the events, and was the leader, not the fol-
lower ; and that the resort to armed violence
was designed and carried out by him deli-
berately, and with a premeditation which
leaves no room whatever for this plea.

The first collision with the troops occurred
at Duck Lake on the 26th of March, 1885.

On the 3rd of March previous the prisorier
was at a meeting where there were about
sixty of his followers, nearly all armed. He
spoke at that meeting, and said that the
police wanted to arrest him. * But these”
he said, “are the real police,” pointing to
those present. On the 5th he told Charles
Nolin that he had decided to induce the people
to take up arms, and he had begun to speak
to him of doing so as early as December pre-
vious.

On the 17th of March he said to Dr. G-
Willoughby, sixty or seventy armed half-




