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nients, little more thazn a caittle-lifting- ratid, the antiquity of the tale
gýiveS it a certain elevation, and the paet lias so transfused it by bis
greluius tliat lne leaves àl a magnificent narrative poern thiat hias sucli
a stroîg infusion of the licroic ini ail its parts, stern considerat ion
for strict teclînical rule aloîîe slîauld hinder it frani being placed
aniong the Great Epics. Waving all nîinor cananical differences,
iîowcver, it is as ne2ir an approacli to tic Grand Epic as are 'Tie
Idylis of thue K~n, or probably as caiî be miade by a paet living
ini the iatter-of-faci Victorian age, wvhen the scboolnîaster and flhc
man of science have betw\eeii tlîem alnîost dlestroyed inspiring
nîytlî and tradition, andi tlie critical spirit lias scouted ronmance
frani lîistory lezivingy ta tie poet thec sorry resort of tlîe exact
selection, interpretatian, anîd zippreci.-tion af lîistorical incident
aîîd national lcgend.

The poet displayi; sucli evenncss of menit ini lus work tlîat it
requires -ani effort ta discover a niarkced stiperiority ini any of the
parts, v'et flhc fiva books iuta wlîich this paeni of over thrce thous-
anid lunes is divîded, are ual, 1 venture ta tlîink, of anyiilii ng ikc
equal. literary wvortlî. \'erc tlîcy sa, (bey wvould be nîost reniark-
able in the aunnais af literatuire as tlicy %vould lie anuasi. unique.
idamner -aloiie aniong, great paets nîaiiîtains bis strain ait a very
lîighi altitude for a ioJIg spell, a distinction easily explaincd if it be
true tlîat the -' Iliad " vas at firsi. a series of lynics. Milton,
coiparcs mithlî hinu unfavorablvi «as i'hii thue epic of tlîc latter
reacbes a higbi point it visibly ;wid cantinually declines. The 'Six

bosof Spenser's -Faerie Ouceui " forni a decliiiing scale af
miert. In Dante there are mýany sleepy pagýles. Virgil'-s . ineid
is a poeiiî whîicli is now rend by prefereuice ini parts ; it is inicomî-
plate ini many detaiils, ind ini the latter books the petty battie-
scenes gyrow wvearjsonme. To adduce uînyi other instanîces would
Ilat bc :a diflicuit task, but thcy would onix' serve to acceiîtuate, a
truismn. tVhe i hunîaii mmnd is rightly conipzired 1wb sku ta
the vaufl af lîc-avcii, encomîpassingi tlic cartlî, whliclî lives and
Ilourislies bencatlî it, hiunian performance, even w~hen it is cruided
by thie bcst intellect. is faulty -and iuîperfect. No matter lîow un-
excepuiouiahle ilue feelinug that eventuates ini a fariu cf action. itue
latter %vil] have offly comipara tively litile wlcrewitu to prove its
e\xaltcd origini. Shuakespeare puis iiîta tie mîoutlî of Uhc Duke, ini


