
it, lie is disposcd to discover the rcadicst and the niost effective
niecans of obtaining- that end. This thcory partly explains tlic fact
that so many of our inventions and mechaznical improvemnents have
liad their origin in the iniinds of laborers or operatives. AXccord-
ingy to Adami Smith, the grentest improvements in the productive
powcrs. of labor seeni to have bcen the elïects of the. division of
labor. But flot ail inventions nor inîprovements of manchinerv hanve
been originated by operatives or those who hiad to use thenm. Those
-%vho have spent nîucli tirme iii making a certain kzind of mi-achisiery,
w~hether it -%ras their own invention or not, have discovered wonder-
ful improvements and applied thenm successfully. Then again, Nve
have those grreat thiink-rs, with st:perior povers of observation,
bringingy into practice machines nmade froni the combinations of the
most unhike clemients.

Among the important discoveries and inventions miade during,
the Past century, the developnient of electricity is the most notice-
able. In the nineteenth century its applications -were advanced to
such a notable degree that this period has been called the " Era
of Electricity." Since electritcy lias been broughit under control, it
lias been uised for telegraphic, telephonic and lighiting purposes, as
xvell as for heat and motive power. At the scime tinie, it is gen-
eraiUv believed, that the arca of its practical applications h.is been
scarccIly entered, upon. This discovery together -with tlie numierous
other ]abor-savingý machines have aided largely in bringing about
the present happiness and w-ealth of the people.

The advantages of niachincry are evident. Its chief useful-
ness is found in the ligh itening- of labor and making nat ural forces
supplant the work of mnan. In ancient tirnes tlic toiling requisite
to produce flhc absolute riecessities of rnan was weari-somie and
hunîiliating. M,7 hien corn hiad to be -round by hand, imagine the
length of timie necessary to produce sufficient quantities-of meal.
\Vhen the soil wzas cultiva-ted Nvitlh the rudest instruments such as
thec hoc or spade, the arnount of production could flot have been
very great. These and many othier kinds of labor, w'hich in the
carly ages xvere performed by the hand, -are now -worke-d by the
ingceniously devised machinery, to, a SUpTCfli degre of perfection.
The force of an ordinarv -%wa-ternîill is now cM-icul.-ted to, bc equal
to thant of one hunclred and fiftv mien. Now since the wvork of an
machine is SQ powerfiii, it natural follow-s thtat the amount of
products wvill be incrensed, and corisequentlv thecir price will be
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