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This is as plain as noonday, and anyone that cannot sec is
one ln whose seul lias never bca kî;ndlcd the divinc aspira
tiens cf frecdom, or whese vision cf intelligence is blunîcd
by bis p *itcal er social affiliations, and as 1 arn not a polit-ician, and n a Cathlc, 1 can afford te lie plain upon and
honest upon this great question.

Such is a specimen of the tbeughits intelligent
Roman Catholics arc tbinking un th~e poiicy of the
Church to %liiciî they belong. It is evident frein
tlîis thiat thîe prepestereus dlaims put forth in sylla-
bus after syllabus can nu longer commind theim-
selves to the judgment of those who venture to think
for themselves, and that number is growing larger
ail the timte. The fulîl text of the re,:ent papal mani-
festo bas flot been publishced, tbougli it lias been
read tu tnt !aitbfui ini thieir churches. Frem eut-
hunes of it, hioîvver, wlîich hiave appeared it cati bc
learned tfiat it dees itet differ cssentialiy f rom those
thiat have gene before. Mlic same assumptiens run
tlirougb it ail. Tie Pope dlaims the first allegiance
of lis followers, and the reason he gives for tit., is
tlint be is hecavcn's authorized representative. That
bie is chesen by thie college of Cardinais as the licad
of the Roman Cathelic Church is casiiy undcrstood,
but that lie is chosen of heaven is net su apparenit.
Nowhere in Scripture is it stated that supreme au-
tbority cîther in matters ecclesiastical or civil is de-
legatcd te any mortal, yet bis lholiness takes it for
granted and he wants lis people te takec it fer
grantcd tao. 0f thiose who " vielate in the person of
the Supreme Pontiff the authority ef jesus Christ,"
lie says, " it is a duty te resist tbemn and a crime
te ebey tliem.' Tlîat is a specimen ef the encylîcal's
teaching. Olten cnouglî has the Supreme Pontiff
told the wvorid and lits folloecrs tbat lie is infallible
in the splhcre e'i faith and morals, but lest tlîcy
should doubt it or forget it, he gees over it ail agaiui.
With more gingerly trcad the occupant ef the papal
throne ventures on the thin ice ef politics, and in
effect tells bis people, -Whenever dtis lawvful in the
eyes of the Cburch te take part in public afrairs, men
of recognized prebity, and who promise te menit %%-1
of Cathoicism, oight te be supported, and therc
can be no case in which it wveuld be permissibie to
prefer te them men wvho are hostile te religion."
But thon thîcre are many meii in public life who are
hostile te so-called Catholicismn who are devoutly
attached te religion. If the Roman Catbolic Church
elects te become an active participant in the civil

affairs of nations .n the long run it wvill get consîcrc-
ably lcss than at lias bargaincd for.

WVOMiAN'S' CHRISTIAN SER VICE.

D R DONALDSON, whose extensive and ripe
schîolarship emincr.tly fitted him for the task

hoe se ably accomplished in editing the works of the
Ante-Nicene Fathers, has contributed a paper te
a recent number of the Con(emnpoar' Review, in
wvhich he discusses the position of wvoman among
the carly Christians. Though the viewvs ho presents
are somewlhat different framn those generally enter-
tained, it would bc ne easy task te attempt their ne-
futation. His intimate knewledge of the pcriod of
which he writes and the conscientieus chiracter af
bis scholarship preclude any ene at least who is
only modcrately acquainted î'.itlx the sources af in-
formation nelating te the post-apostohic Church from
undertaking a reply te the learned prefessor. Grant-
ing, howcer, tlîat lus statement of facts is correct,
and that his inferences are wvarranted by such facts
as are definitcly ascentained, it remains that weman's
position wvas greatly bettered by the benign influ-
ence af Chrimtianity.

In relation te the purity and perfection of the
early Churcb, the poet's sentiment is truc as it is in
reference te other things, that distance lends on-
cbantment te the viewv. Lt is net necessary te, p _-
aver the pages of the early Christian Fathers, or Lo

scan the wvritings of the first church historians .o dis-
caver that thc primitive church had its blemishes
and imperfections as well as that af the modemn
period. The apostelic epistles and those addressed
te the churches of Asia afford glimpses net only of
doctrinal defectian, but of moral laxity that disfigured
thie beauty of primitive Christianity and tended te
weaken its power. Wherever the pur- doctrines of
Jesus Christ faund an abiding place in hu'man hearts,
wvherever they wcre received in love and faith, framn
their very nature they exerted an elevating and en-

nebling powver. It was something if those ini the
very humblest positions learned te practise the pre-
cepts of the Gospel and manifest its pervading
spirit. It wvas a stupendous advance while pagan-
ismn with ail its degrading customs, interweven with
almost the entire texture of society, was still pre-
dominant, îvben master and slave, rich and poor,
could meet in the spirit of the fneedom wherewith
Christ inakes His people free, and realize in a meas-
une the brotherhood it was His mission te faund. In
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this emancipation wvoman nu lcss than man shared.
No rcader of the New 1 cstament can doubt thc in-
finitc tcndcrr ýss and respect accordcd to woiman by
the divine Saviour. Woman's devotion to H-im
and lier disintcrcstcd service shine out conspicu-
ously. At the cross and at the to:nb tbicy minis-
tcrcd with tirciess patience. They wvcrc closely
identified frorn the flrst with the fortunes of the
Churcb. They rcndercd faithifui and devoted ser-
vice, and borc no.st consistent tcstiînony to the
power or thc truth. In fidlity to tbicir convictions
tlîey wcre unsurpp sed. In the noble army of
martyrs none wore )rigiiter crowns than did soine
uf thosc naturally tirnid wumnen %%io were subjected
to protractcd and excruciating tortures and awful
dcath without flinciîing rather tiîan deny the sacrcd
name by which thecy were called. Su that even
whcn the Church wvas pass tig througli the severest
of lier flcry triais, weman's influence. botiî by active
service, patient enduîrance and hieraic sacrifice, bore
undying testimony to thc power of the truth. It
wvas wvhen in an cvii hour the Churcli listuncd ap-
provingly to the teînptatîon te enter in tic patiî of
wvorIdly ambition, and wvhcn the truth became per-
verted, tliat womian's place ini the Cliurch wvas de-
graded. The office of deaconess wvas suppresscd.
Xith the growth of asceticisrn came whiat ;nany re-
gard as a stili greater degradation, thc seclusion of
women frein the outer vorld and ber immurement
in the living tomb of the nunnery.

Holme is bcyond question wvoman's kingdom on
tbis carth. There sihe -an do thc noblest wvork of
%which bhe ib capable, tnere., viti h a tà monotunoub
round of apparcntly trivial duticb and its limita-
tions, she can find scope for the develupmcnt of the
lighest possibîlities of bier nature. This maîîy no
doubt regard as a -ielf-evident truth, but in these
days is there flot a possibiiity of ovcriooking the
parameunit caim and the sacredncss of home as a
divinely ordained institutioli ? If Christian mothers
become indifferent te the most binding of their
home duties, wbo can bc found to care far those
they rieglect ? A motixer may caitrust the care of
those dcarcst te her to othcrs, but her influence-su
beneficent in its operation-bhe cannet deiegate if
she would. Christian ser%à,;e rightly calîs for self
denial and personal sacîîisfte, but there are some
things that cannot '_ ..... 1.rificed without peril and
less. If homne, îiowcver, has claims tbat cannet be
rightly rejectcd, thec are many noble and devotid
women on whom these cdaims arc siight. Many
endowed with large capacity are free to serve un-
trammelled in the Gospel both at hirrme and abroad.
Many are freely offering cotisecruted - -îvice, and the
number is steadily increasing. The question is being
agitated, Should the office of deaconess in tbe Chiurch
bc rcvived ? Sume churches have already answvered
it in the affirmative by fitting themn fur wvork by
special training, and by appointing them te the
office. Others, our owni among the rest, are begin-
ning te consider the question. It is by ne means
improbable that the lresbyterian Church will sanc-
tion the institution of a female diaconate, but it will
not bec ithout patient deliberation. It is not given
to the precipitate adoption of grave and important
newv departures.

PETER HENDNboN & Co'b MAN UAL 0F EVERV-
THING FOR THE GARD>EN (New York) is large,
handsomne and complete.

SHîUT IN. Words for the Lord's Prisoners. By
J. D. Miller, D.D. (Philadeiphia: Presbyterian
Board of Publication; Toronto: N. T. Wilson.)-
A short but excellent tractat2 which speaks wvords
of comfort and good cheer to the affiicted.

IN addition to the many indications of spring,
the appearance of seed catalogues show that the
vernal season is net far off. Among some of the
handsome ones received, tijat of J. A. Simmers
(Toronto) deserves special mention. It is very hand-
some in appearance and camplete in detail.

IS IT MARY OR THE LADY 0F THE JESUITS?
By Justin D. Fulton, D.D. <Boston ; The Amner-
can Co.)-This is the lecture the intrepid oppenent
of Romanism delivered in Torante some time ago,
now appearing in printcd ferm. It deals with the
subject of Mariolatry ex1haustively in brief compass.
The cointroversy stirred up by Dr. Fultan's lecture
in England receives ample notice in this littie
pamphlet.

THE PRESIJYTERIAN COLLE.E JOURNAL (Mont-
real) presents a fairly attractive number for Feb-
ruary. Rev. A. B. Lee, B.A., Sherbrooke, contri-
butes a sermon on " God's Plumb Line." Professor
F. R. Beattie, of Columbia Theological Seminary,
forwards a paper on "Herbert Spencer's Explanation

of the 0rign af 1flciiîn.' Prefessor Caimpbell's
Talks About Boeoks, have their customary

piquancy of flaveur.
TuE CANADA EDUCATIONAL MoNTriILY.

(Toronto : Canada Educational Monthîly l>ublisli..
ing Co.)-Thîe February number opens witlî Sir
Daniel Wvilson's addrcss on IlThe IBook ef Nature,"
delivcred at tlhc centcnary celebration of the oldcst
scientîfic society ini Amenica. Professer Cappon's
lecture on "Subjccts and Mcethods in the Tcaching
of Englishî' is continucd. Other subjccts of great
interest te the teacbîng profession are dîscusscd by
thiose Whlo fnom experience and positionî sliuld bc
able ta speak wîtl some dcgrce of autherity. The
number as a uvbole is oneo f markcd excellenîce.

TiiLE ENGLISII ILLUS'IRATi:D MAGAZINI. (Ncv
York Macmillan & Co.)-Williani Morris leads off
in the Februany number with Il The Hall and thie
Wood," a gaod specimen oif b.illad poetry De-
scriptive papers this menthi arc "l A \Vhitechiapel
Sitreet," b3' E. Dixan ;"Ilincliclçea I by Mrs.
Comyns Carr; IlTo '[l'risco," by S:r Jîilian Geld-
smid, Bart., M.P.; Il Bous and Beifnies," by Rev. H.
R. Hawvcis, M.A.; and " Two Afnican Cities," by
Harold Cricbton-Browne. IlThe Cycle of Six Love-
Lyrics," with music, is completed, and F'arl Lyt-
ton's serial kecps up its interest. Rcv. Prcbcndary
Eyton bas a paper an IlHowv te Spend Suiîday."
IHe desires neither the puritanic nor the continental
Sunday.

Tim GATE AND TUE CRO>ss. Or, Pihgrim'b
Progress in Romans, an Excurbuà, and Parallelism.
By Rev. George B. :>'eck. ,ýBoàtuî. Watchw%%ord
Publislhing Company.-Thcenrgin and de!,ign of
tiîis littie work will be learned from thc following
extract from the introduction . The Epk.tle ef St.
Paul te the Romans, owving pessibly te its combined
metaphysical and lagical structure-if the phrase
be neither unchanitablen or irreverent-is cunfesscdly
repellant te many Christians, who therefore miss
some of the mest predlous instruction and comfort
ta bc found in God's Word. Seme ycars ago it
occurred te the %writer that the drift ef the argu-
ment ini the Epîstie might bc set forth in an attrac-
tive form by intreducing a series of illustrations
sclected fram that all-but-inspired volume, Bunyan%~

Pilgrim's Progress."
VOICEb AND UNDERTONEb. In Sorlg and

Poem. ByXVilliam P. McKcnzie. joronto . Hart
& Co.)-That Mr. McKenzie is finely gifted with
"the vision and the faculty divine," no anc who
reads this admirable volume wvihl attempt te deny.
It contains a wvde range of theme. It touches the
tend-qnest chords of human sympathy, and aise sears
ta hcights that are ilumincd uith supernal light.
Mere jingle and respectable doggereh hiave ne place
among the Voices and Undertones. I3eauty and
strer.gth are wedded in smooth, flowing and melod-
îous .erse. The purchasers of this volume, the
product of Canadian genius, wviIh net merely en-
courage this young minstrel but wili enrich them-
selves.

RECEVED.-THE OLD AND NEW TESTAMENT
STUDENT. (Hartford, Conn.: The Student Pub-
lisbing Ce.) BDOK NEWS. (Philadeiphia : John
Wannamaker.) THE SANITARIAN. (New York:
American Nevi's Ce.) ARE THE BAPTISTs BAP-
TISTS? A Study in Comparative Church Pelity.
By Kugo Pulsidone. (Boston: Charles H-. Kilborn.)
Tac JESUITS:. cantaining chapters on Onigin and
History af the Jesuits; Principles and Aims of the
"Company af Jesus ;» Immoral Teaching of the
Jesuits ; Condemrnation of the Order; Expulsion of
the Jesuits; Bull oif Clement XIV. abolishing the
Society ; The jesuit's' Estates Act. Appendix.
With Introduction hy James L. Hughes, I.P.S.,
Toronto. By Principal Austin, A.M., B.D. Aima
Ladies' College, St. Thomias. Third Edition.
SANITARY ENTOMBINENT. By Rev. Charles R.
Trent. (New York: 171 W. Ninety-seventh street.)
THE NEW MOON. A Peoplp's Magazine for Old
and Young. (Lowehh, Mass.: The New Moon Pub-
lishing Ce.) THE SIDEREAL MESSENGEIZ; or
Monthly Review of Astronemy. (Nonthfield, Minn.
Wm. W.Payne, Carleton Calege Observatory.> THE
AMIERICAN COLLEGE in relation te Liberal Educa-
tion. The Inaugural address ai David J. Hill,
LL.D. (Rochester, N.Y.) VICKS ILLUSTRATED
MONTHLY MAGAZINE. (Rochester, N. Y., James
Vick.) SUGGESTIONS FOR REVISION 0F THE COLI-
FESSION 0F FAITH. Prepared by Ransom B. Welcb,
D.D., Phi.D. Auburn N. Y., and approvcd by the
Committee of the Presbytery af Cayuga. (Auburn,
N.Y.: Knapp, Peck and Thompson.) THE LLLUS-
TRATOR. A Cammentary on the International
Bible Lessons. (Minneapolis, Minn.: T. J. Mon-
ruws.)


