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Tita iast day of tae <)til V'ar antd the first of ltae
Nan' is cita cf Tiitiia.e iv.ter.sliedls. Front luis
heigit %ea lo bock os'tr tue pasI, andi try tu paar
into tht diii andi distant futture. Saint of us can
set into ltae post for n cansîdeaohe tietancc. but nana
con satan>' dIstaimce ink tae future. No hiant carn
drasv midle tha voit ttînt itides ltae ev'aits of i 336.
Most of us cati set %lutte sîvidiy ltae avents tif liha ycar
that is past, andi n' glinuca li'cr tîtatî ssiti varyîng
amolions. lii tian>' cises it tiliglt ha as n%-cii ta ah-
Ion' the cîtîctions to die wvith tht aid )-car, and salie a
fr-bsb stirt n'itb IS86.

Standing on Tiintes n'oter-sltad, mîmost of ui cari sec
soe mistakaes that ware moade in 1885. WVthi, ssiat
of it i WVho (lots not mika itistaikas at ana simae or
anotîtar. Tite ami>' mon whio tiavar mîakas a inistake
is the man iiîho nau'cr dots nnything, and lits %vîita
lita is a mistaka. A clam navar mokasi a inistaka.
An aystar is ain'aiys riglit. l'hast usafaii anniais navar
moka mistakas, anti if iva couiti iivt lika thinî n'a
svouid nat moka mistokas aithar. But a tian con
bardly liva as quiat.anti sacura a lifo as a clam. lio
baS te strika ont in titis bus>', nnctrtini woend anti
tara breati anti butter for itis famnil>. Ie nmust taka
somai risks avar>' day, anti in laking risks hae ib sure tai
malte a fan' ittistakacs. WVhat is tae use in %%rr)Ming
ovar the mistak-es of s8S5 ? You itto> wvorry oiver
tham until you coma ta lte aga of -Mcthusal.ah, anti
that ina> not pîut thamn righît. Spîoiling a gooti day's
svork in Jamuary, 1 886, b>' wo'rrying ever a muiistaka
matit in Juna or Juiy, s885, n'on't mditi nattrs. Tht
oni>' profitable wvay ta usa a mistake is ta itioka it a
baacon ta guarti us against siniar mistakcs in tht
future- Thot is tht only way in n'hiich n'a colti naka
a mistaka pa>'. Somactimas th-re ara millions in a
mnistaka wbtn it is usati in thuat way.

But shore ara sa tistakes liiot con ha casily
ractifitti. For iastanca. if a man fintis that lie matit a
niistakae b' flot gis'inganough last t'ar ta the Schcmts
cf the Churcli, hae can put birasaîf rigbt in tht simplast
manar possible. Ai la tha 'vont that lie ncati do is
ta hanti somai miore mont>' la tht trasurar. Saverai
thonsanti Pnasbs'tarians matit a bail mistaka hast ycar
b>' flot paying as înuch ita tue Augmentation
Funti os tht>' shonld lias-c paiti. Il ia pîcosatt te
think that titis sali înistakc con be su casi>' ractifitti.
Ail they ncuti do is te pa>' in a fcw dollars aach
be'iare the cati of naxt Aprii. It is tht siîîtpiast thîing
in the 'varit. Similar mistakas ina>' hava haan mnade
in regard ta tht aitier funtis. Hnw thanmk-fuli we shoulti
ha that tht>' con ail ha put right. If any eot mai

ýthinks that tua mistakec of bis hif a -s madet laçt year
ivhaa ha gava a cent for tha support of iitisbioîts,thera is
stili planty cf lima to doubla bis contribution. If ony
of the mistakas cf m835 coni ha rectifieti, rectif>' thtaîît;
if ticy con ha utihizeti as bruirons, usa thaîn ; if thay
con ha naititar rcctiflad nor uîiiizcd, bury theni, anti
don't sponti precicus lima n'hiing ovar tîîcir gravas.

Standing on Tima's ss'ater-shtd anti iookmîîg back
ovar tht past, mon>' o goocl moni itgrals bi ttani>' that
hae bas faileti so ofttn in tht dîschîarga of dtiuy. Un-
less tht failure catn ba mode ta contrihuta ta future
succss, sncb regrats ara 'vûrsa thon useless. Tua>'
ana n'arae bcousa thay unfit for proscrit duty. A
minister sits tiown, n'a salI sa>', ta wrîte a striin ini
tht first weak, cf Jonuary, if86. Hms text suggasts a
sermon in June or ly> ot r835 tiot was a mnsrable
failmîra. Ho becoînas so 'vorritti ovar tht foutre of ,ýix
manths ago that hae unflîs itintif for goot ivnork, anti
spoils bis prosarit sermon ! Is thacra an>' sort cf sensa
insncb coaduct? If apatflaiinna n hautilizdti nti
matit ta cantributa ta a prasant or future succasa, by
al] mens work it in. If it cannot bc used for any
gooti purpose, bur>' it ont of sight. aui go riglit 'on.
Wbining aven pasl fidures is a poor business. If a
inan titi uis hast nt ltae lima, hl iett bo fiaven usaits
regrets. The oni>' mon titat navar tails 15 tilt mon
that ncyer trias anything. No or#, succactis alwvays.
Ne dlock stnikas tn'clva evcry tinte.

Thare ara faihuras in minnsteal aié tahat shouid ha
casihy avoidati. Thana ta flot tht slightast tiouht ibat
many failuras la prenching in aur day arisa from un-
due hangth in th-- trtotmcnt of subjacts. Undua langthI
Secralîy arisas fi-cm a long introduction, o prolix con-

clusion, or froin bîni orrangantant of montter. Now, if
à preiachier lias kept lits petople be long ln tht perch
on as'tr Sahbath of 1885, n'a cannes, sac n'ylie
iniglt flot taka thi tîtrougli aI a briskar pace in 1886.
Tita Globe saiti tht otitar day tiînî a prenchaer on ba-
ginning lus sermon shtonît plunga in rnedi,,s ,'es.
sauintil fîa Iibe'r rentiers, nat big as inteigent as
tha rtndors of Tsin~ Cà:Ns.tI m'11Y11Aiiht
ha itcitad ta ask whaira thot is. Ani ltat ramintis
us, ne the tea-nmcaîing orator wvould so>', of an inc'idant
n'hiclî occurreti during the iRnssinn %Var. An olti lady,
whost sait %vas sarving iii ta i)atic flest, on htonring
soinabody rod duit tht fltat %'as in, i-s i quo', askad
hon' far it nas frrnm St. Ptearsburg i Littrally un.
dar,,tood, ta plunga in Pledia: res in preaching miglit
intn :.a begîn ana's sermon in tht mitddle. That

ivoulti bc 100 much of al gooti thîing. But striously,
tht inutductioîî ta inîny sonanons is fir 100 long, and
ifany gooti brothar 15 sorry on Nan' Ytar's Day thot
hae kepî his peopîle so long in tht porcit ail iast yaar,
MI lia natil <la is t0 taka thîcm through Ibis yaar iii itss
tinae.

Thara may ha soa praachtrs still aliva 'vio piro-
long tha conclusion in titis way. Soinawhtirc ncar
what shouiti bu tht end, but svboî, in fact, may provo
t0 a tua midlui, tht gooti mni soyaB: IlIn conclu.
sion." Titan hae goas on andi, aftar a lima, says:
"lBut la baston ta a conclusion." Than hae starts
ngain anti, aler a w'hite, soys "iolstly,"l and shhan
"lflnaliy," anti thon "enon word more." Non', îiîongh
mainy a gooti sermon inay hava ben drawn out in
Ibis way, il ivas flot tht drawing ont that nmade i
goond. It 'vas gooti, and did good, in spiî of the prolix
cIrawing out. If any brother, standing on Time's
n'okter.slled, regrets titatha user! t ofinish bis sermon in
Ibis wvay, ail lia neati dois ta roand up Ilhelps on Il'Tht
Ct,ieusinn," anti bagin a nan' way wvith tht fln yaar.

Standing on Timae's ivatar-shati, a considarabia nm.m
bar vili fce ratdier ciapressati about tht business of
tht past Vear. The bal2nrce dots flot coma ont as
thîay 'topati it ssould. Probably, it is on tua n'rong
sida. It is a masser of regret that gooti mien ara flot
aiways snccessfuî in business. Tht more monay a
gooti man mokas tht bottar for the Church, tlie pour,
anti vtry goud causa. Tua taik about "Iflthy lucre"
is ofîcut cant-miserabla, mean carat. The man wiîo
says svith a sonctintonions snivel that Ilmoney is tht
rool o! alavil," dotsnfot know'his Bible. 'Tharaisnfi
sucit thing in tht Bibla. WVould that ail tua gooi nien
and %voan in aur Church bati ple'ily cf inonay anti
grace to use it properly i Wc neati monay fer avery
good causa, anti con gel it only from the hast cf aur
people. Waulti that the ganerous, wiiiing cnes hoti
more ta give'1 But if the balance is not cxactiy right,
ais ive eamine il on Tima's water-shcd, murmuring
won't niake il amy batter. Cnt thing is cleor, 'vaali
have murlh more thian ive dcsers'a.

Thicra may ha soute bnrcieas that ive cannot le-ive
bahind as we antar upon the New' Year. Let us, as
iva stand on Timels -'vattr-shati, sek graca ta baar
Ilîcin. Tima 'viii inake tham lightcr. It is n'alita
know

That care andi trial sccm aI [ast,
Through inecmorys stunsct air,

Lilce mountain ranges overpast,
In purpie distance b'ir.

THE 1.IMMIENCE 0F THE COMING 0F
THE LORD.

MNR. EnîToR,-bl.-y tht Lord coma to-night? lia
is a baiti maon Ihat 'vonît answer "no"; uniass
God hias revealati lits 'viliinl the motter. On tht
other hand, thîc insw'er, - Iles ; Ha mny cornent nny
tima,» shonidtiaso rast on the sure Word ot Goti-
flot on tha opinion of mcmi. 1 purposa hart te an-
swcr titis quastion mn the light cf Sçripîura taacb'
tng. Saine say: "ITht lioiy Gbost bas nght me
ibis îruth, and aver siaca I recaived il 1 hava bean
looking for tima Lord ail the uia, bath day ant i ght.
Titms bias given nia unspenkabla joy, anti bas quîckanad
my> spiritual ifa ; nor 'vouii 1 port witb titis blasseti

hope.'> 1 lîcord, to-day of an excellcent man svhoa halt
titis hope, and hati a convarsation with a certain
ininistar somaewhat ta this affect; -. <Mr. S., do you ex-
pect Christ te comei again PI "MNost cartain>' I do."
"Do yen axpact Him àny day ?"II "Weil, Ha says .
1 coma qu:ickly.' "lBut that bas flot preventad cigh.

tata hundrati ycars frram tlapzîng since Christ so
saiti. 1 camnot, therafore, say I expact Hini to-day.
Do yen?" Il laYs,» was tht rcply, I cxpcct Him cvery

[DtvcKi.:nEn 301h, 118S5.

hour." "Do vais think ie moray come wvithin tlt naxt
fivo intutas?" VsU n.i. l'hc ninistc-,titan
drew out bis wvatch, and said "Let us sac." The ive
minutes cai3sd. Il Now, you sec," said the mnîtster,
"lVou wara inlstakcn. Do yen think Il e nay cama
in the next ive minute- ?"I Il Weil, 1 cannot say 1
do," 'vas the re piy. IlBut yen said tit the Holy
Gliost taughit you dit Christ tnilit have come during
the Iast ivea minutes? ilIlIlYs, 1 snid so," was the
rcpiy. "And, now, you sc that that n'as P. ris«
take. If thc lioiy Ghiost, thcn, tcachcs yau what is
nlot fui(illcd, iîow can you bc sure of nnytlnng thtus
tauglit yoi P Il IlI tht worthy inun snid, " 1 nover
thtouclît ofîhtat."1 But titis is Just wliat n'a must ask:
la a man justisied in saying that hae lias been tauglit
b$ý tht lioly Gliost ta expect somelhîng that dots flot
coma to pass? WVould any ont believa that Dr. Ihlillar
n'as taught by the Holy Gliost to axpact tht Lord in
Novcmibcr, 1844?i No ; hae nas nîistakeîî. The lioiy
Ghost did flot tcach him thdil. Sa, if any man ex-
pacts the Lord to coma bafira J.-nuary i, t886, and
the Lord should nlot camet, avcr man of comfmon.
sana 'viii say that Ilt axpectation %vas flot tht taach-
ing of the Hoiy Ghost. The Hol»' Ghctst cannot mise
in ns toisa expcctaîions wberaby iva dactive ourstlvcs
or othars-whatavtr is their origifi 4bey coma flot
from HM. Snreiy, thorn, we art justiied in turning
ta tha Bibla alone, and disrtgarding the axpactations
of good men, aven thougli they tell us that thcy arc
taughit by tht Holy Ghost, and pltad thtir exoeence
in support of their expactations.

I1mminenca" nItmans tht stata of iianging over as
if raady to fait. Tht immineance of tht coming, shhrt,
macans, according to thet erni, that it is ready ta taka
place. Has it baen readyP for eighîteen hundred ytars
and still it is unfuifilladi Why, thon, rnay flot another
ytar alapsa, or other tan years, belore tht Lord
comaes? 1 know the ansi'er wiil be given :Il may
ba tan yenrs distant. Stili, I expact il this very hour."1
How, thorn, ara n'a to undtrstand a good, honast man
whan lie says : Il 1 xpect avary hour an airent n'hich
rnay ba distant ont, tan, or a hundrcd yaars"Il? In
tha littia v'olume latliy published, which contains
thc papers rend at tht Niagara Confarenca in July
last (p. 61), «"imminance » is dtflntd a's meafling
"hlabla to occur at nny momant," or "n'vithout any
intarvtning objact that couiti dcstroy its pow'er on tht
buman heart as an objact of hopa." If a thing is
iiable ta occur at any marnant and dots flot occur,
thera must ba soa causa which proventu the oc-
currem'ca. (-_ Thass. ii. 6.) Now, n'a are toid that
it bas becn liable to occur at any moment f'or
tht iost aigbtaan hiundrati years. but somathîng
hitherto has provenlcd it, and is stili preventing.
WVbat is that somnething? Simply God's purposa is
nos. fulfliad. Thetlima is flot fuily coma. Nor is the
second advant Ilhabla ta accur"I until God's set tinta
bas arrnved. Than Christ shall come and shai flot
tarry; Christ may not, cannot coma at any othar
lima thon that appoinled by the Fathar.

But 1 'viii ha tlid: Il'No mani knon's the day nor
theahour." Sa say 1. IlTherafore,"1 it is added, IlHa
moy coma now 1Il B ad logic that. Tht pi-oper in-
féence is, tharefora, I do flot know whan Ha may
coma." But if tht word Ilimminancea" is marely in-
tanded ta cover our ignorance, thera is no room for
diwcussion. Noua of us knows ariything about the
limae. Thus Dr. liîzar, as quoîad i p. 65, says. 'Tht
lime of His ccming is so uttarly unkptou'n and uncer-
tain, that for aught any ,no>tal knowvs ta the conlrary
it may occur at any momaent.' Agreeti. But is the
avant or thetlima of the avaent unknawn or uncarlain
ta Gad? i y noa nitons. That is known and certain
Ia Hlm. Tt ignorance is ours, flot God's. The un-
cetainty is ours, flot the cs'ants. Andi il is a stronga
confusion oft hought ta assart . Il flcausa 1 ain igno-
rant and il incarlaîn, tharafore the WVord L flot cer-
tain; " that is, ta ossart of an cvant ivhat is truc oniy
cf myseif. The uncertainly is subjective, but "lim-
minanca " is intcndcd ta giva the idca of objectiva un.
carîainîy, andi thus failacionsly atîributa te a doter-
mmcnd avant an uiicetaiflty n'hicb baiongs soleiy to
mortai short-siglitcdnass anti ignorance.

It is oftan assartad that the tar>' Christians, andi
particularly tht apostias, %vera looking for Christ's
coming avary day. Nay, in p. 61 wve ara tolti that
Paul Ilis still n'atcbing andi naiting for bis crown of
glory.» But suraly noa oe 'vii say that neow Pous holtis
that Christ inight, hava coma any day during hi3 lita?
It is possible that a nunibar of Christians kil' into
the eri-or referma ta in 2 Thess. ii. .73, and dia think


