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in the governnscent of the Cliurch. Fromib tis ecclesi-
astical theory the passage is easy to the civil theory
that grants the citizen a substantive part in the gov-
ernment of the State. l'hie elevation of the individuai
may bowever be carried too far. Thiswsas done by the
Ana-Baptists at the period of the Reformnation, and is
done in m'odern days in Dcmocratic theories of civil
goverfimen ThFie consequence is that the order of
society is sacrificed to the freedom of the individuai.
Presbyterianismn puts a limit 10 the exaltation of the in-
dividuai. According to this theory thefreedom of the
inidivzidual ceases where the -ood of the whole churc/è
begins. 'l'lie freedom of the individual must not en-
croach on the order of the Church; and the order of
the Church înust not dcstroy the just freedom of the
individual conscience. That church governmnent, ac-
cording to this thecory, is best that most effectually har-
inonizes these two forces, that most successfully unites
individuai frcedom 'vith good order. Is it not clear
that this is the true basis of civil government as it un-
doubtcdiy is ofecciesiastical? Presbyterianism is thus
ever favourable to civil liberty and order. Where the
former prevails the latter wiil sooner or later follow.
Because we believe this we earnestiy desire that Pres-
byterianisirn should have at least some influence in
inoulding our character. The extent t0 which this in-
fluence is permitted to work will under God greatiy
determine our future destiny, and through us the des-
tiny of the empire that is likely 10 arise north of the
American boundary.

2. The Ieading principles of Presbyterian Church
goverfiment afford niidle ground on which opposing
theories of church governinent are graduaily finding a
meeting place. On the one hand we find American
and Canadian Preiacy, by the narrowing of prelatical
distinctions, and by Synods, and by iay delegates,
gradually abandoning the old ground stili occupied by
the mother church in Engiand, and tending îowards
Presbyterianism. On the other hand Congregationai-
ism by its "unions" "advisory Comiiiittees," and un-
provised presbyteries is also tending towards the saine
middle ground where freedom and order meet to-
gether. The cause of this convergence is flot founid,
we believe, in the two denominations above referred
10 being convinced by any formai argumentation that
Presbyîerianisrn is more reasonable or more Scrip-
tural than their own theories, but in tihe instincts of
what miighî bc caiied the ecclesiastical life. The
princii)le of gro'wth that- God lias implanted in any
animal or tree will constantly tend to that outwvard
forns God intcnded that animal or tree sbould assume.
By tise free use of the axe the young oak may be made
to assume the form of a poplar. The nature of the
oak is stili there, however, and as soon as the axe
ceases ils unnalural work tbeformn of the oak will be
assuine(l as quickly as previous mutilations wili per-
mit. It is 50 with the Clsurch of Christ. God bias
giveil a lasv of growtb. By this law it is constantly
urged to assume tbat outward formn that is most con-
sonant witb ils nature. Under the influence of ignor-
ance, prejudice or selfish intcrest man may succeed in
causiîsg Lis inwvard law 10 cease for a lime from nmani-
fesling itseif in the outward forns of tbe Churcb. Tbe
suspension of Ibis acîivity is unnaînral and as soois as
the outward pressure is withdrawn this law of growtb
will flowv in its natural cîsannel, and msanifest itsell in
ils normal orgaizaetion. We do not assert that Pres-
bytcrianismn as il now exists is the strict outward forns
God intended His Churcb shouid assume. But we
inighit challenge reason, experience and Scripture
in proof of the assertion, that Presbyterianisin is
nearer the Seripture, and therefore nearer the divine
model than any other form of government now existing.
If this is reaily the case, and if the principle we have
indicated be fact, then we may expect Ibis convergence
towards Presbyîerianism 10 advance, and 10 advance
with more rapid strides on Ibis continent than in
Europe, wbere the opposing forces are stronger.

It slould not, bowever, be forgotten that as a system
of governirent that sels a hig,.h value on order, Pres-

the neighbourhood of ils churches without any effort
10 reach îhem. Again, no cburcb makes fewer efforts
to retain ils own members wiîhin ils bosom. If he
digs bis way 10 tbe rock on wbich the structure is
raised then deaîh itseif can scarcely conquer 'the love
a Presbyterian bas5 for lus churcb. But how littie he
gels to dig ! Do not the buik of our smnart youtb be-
lieve that Presbyterianism like other "isms"ý is but in
the sand or aI best on "conglomerate." Wbat efforts
are being made t'O show thein the rock? The conse-
quience is that the youîh of our church are largeiy ~
prey 10 cruel errors. This shouid flot be. Is there no
remedy?

Wiîh al Ihat bas been said let il, however, be borne
in mind that church governmenî, though highly im-
portant is secondary in importance 10 doctrine. The
forns of governînent is the body; doctrine is the soul.
Government is the casket ; doctrine the jewel it con-
tains. On this' account we can esleem as brethren
Ihose differing from us in church government who are
sound in doctrine. Orthodox, Congregationaiism,
Low Cliurch Episcopacy, Evangelical Methodism,
though differing from us in forms and rites we regard
as friendly powers in the great work of recovering the.
world 10 Christ. Tbough forma of governenî is im-
portant il is not here the true test of a church lies. It
lies in doctrine.

AN UNGERTAIN SOUND.-No. iii.

MR. EDITOR,-Ailow me 10 congratulate you on
the enlerprise and taste displayed in the improvements
of your hitherto respectable, and now enlarged journal,
and fondiy" hope that il may bave a long briilianî
career, and flot emit a single mwner/ain sound wbile ils
name is CANADA PRESBVTERIAN; but of this 1 amn
noî yet quite sanguine, for bad you been truly peni-
tent you would not have pitted the utopian visions of
a few m-isguided fanaties against the wisdomt,.power,
and. grace of the great 1 AM.

"Christian svorker ,"is a wide expression, and includes
every word and act of a true Christian, but 1 must nar-
row my field to ministers of the gospel-Ibose wbo are
charged wý,itb the cure of souis, and here 1 beg to state
most distinctly that 1 bave no symnpatby sith the idea,
that is becoming s0 coinmon now-a-days, of biring
ministers to do so înuch Nvork for so much money; on
the contrary I amn satisfied tIsat the office of the I-oiy
1\1inistry is ordained of God and the duties thereof dis-
tinctly staîed in seripture. " Go and disciple all
nations," and when the incuinent is duly ordained
lue has a good exasnpie in the aposties, who N'ouid
not s0 much as serve tables, but gave theinscives corn-
tinuaiiy 10 prayer ai-d the- ministry of the word.
Thus the gospel ininister 15 at ordination consecraîed
10 a sacred use, and the moment he steps aside froîn
purely spiritual work, he, for the lime, lays down bis
bigh commission he bas fromn God, and takes up one
fromn man:. Nosv, sir, 1 should lik e 10 know in wbhat
inanner or 10, what extent the teînperance pledge can
heip bim 10 per 'forn these spiritual duties, for even in
the case of drunkards he us surely not 50 ignorant as
ho believe that he can accoînplish any real good witlh-
out the aid of the Holy Spirit, and is il flot egregrious
presuînption 10 imagine tbat He (the spirit), wili own
and biess lis labor witb the piedge without the gospel,
or the gospel with the secular element of tise pledge
in it, " My giory will I not give 10 anotber? " Besides
il is an act of ienbelief, for sureiy the resiraiing grazce
of the Spirit is stronger than that of the pledge. Tein-
perance ministers do not, as a rule, visit drunkards at
their homes. Il must therefore be aI public meetings
wbere they preach their so-cailed christian temperance,
and tbat must be casting pearis before swine 10 offer
the gospel with the least hope of success 10 a people
înîoxicaîed wiîh the comie song with a stiff tbread of
blue in it, the maddening dance, and questionabie
mnusic, etc.; but suppose the buffooneries are dispens-
ed with, and bis preaching produces anxieîy, the piedge
must be the remedy or (fair play), aI least haif pledg,,e

tthe pledge he knows right well that the receiver is
5 taking it in lus own strength.. and that il is perfect
> ekes and when hc breaks'it he comispejr
5of the second degree, to -vhich he whlo gave it 'is ac-

cessory. Far be it from me to palliate'druiikPnnèss or
even moderate drinking as a bèverage; but after a

*drunkenness is but onte of the branches of the corrulît
1tree iînplanted in our nature at the fal, "and in the
ssight of high heaven, flot the rnost heinous, for even
*your tem perance casuist, Rev. D. J. MacDonnell,
1B.A., gives it as 'tree cases to each hundred &f the

populati on;' a misetable rettnrn of the seed sown. by all
moderate drinking. Nôi,, i t, is almost unpardon-
able for a eminister to' leave 'bis legitimate work and

* eibble al this one sin' 1i) "the nq-g1ect ;of those more
>aggravated, see Gat. v. i g.'-i shalh hftve more tu- Say

regarding their baneful influenceS2 when 1 corne to dis-
*cuss the case 'of thie'young, but here 1 must sày that

their workingwith:the pledge seemis to, render, thom
>less profoiind thinkers, and y a, certain consequence

less -impressive préachers ; one reason for this will be
given herèafter.

Yôù say that the,. ternperan ce'niovýemenf bas done
*most good arnong the young.' As you are seldom out-

Èide your sancttim, such antt c>priôn rna iny be excused,
bta ïnorë erroneous -one could nôbt Ïel be imagined,

for in point of fact ht is here where thé crowing in-
iqtîity -îs experienced., There are, mol'e ways of be-
ing intoxicated than with' strong drinkt.: Now what-
eve& 1 may know of the science of mind, 1I ýhalI here
use stick words as -willi be eàsily understoodi,*
when the-ôrgans * of emotion or the. erùotitjni facul-
tiet 'as they are called are properly' exercised. they pro-
dueed calmnnegs, and directed to' Çroper objectg hap-
pinéss, but 'when' ex:cessive1lr exercised they produce
Ecs/awy, and fainting, etc., and when these ,are 'cOm-'
bined *ith the IoW'Vr or ' animal properisties they- pro-
duce ïrni'erenc ie, ?-udeness, obstinacy. Every organ
wvhen flot used becomes inert, while by exercise they
become LARGER, strong, and active. Now, sir, it -is
an undeniable and painful fact, thaàt the vàrious buf-
fooneries practised in coninection wîth the tenfiperànce
movement has kept up sucb a traih upon these facul-
ties'of the young and othiers, as to 'train and excite
them up to sncb a state 01l tensioli, (and the others
bo&ng feeble and passive);ý as -to :render attention to
anything 'ihtellectnal,' mrlM and -'reIigiosýs actually
bateful. No/hiins,rbli/ excztéecn/.' I need Say no
more, but let 'the deserted, condition of our evening
schiools, young men)s societies, Bible classes, etc.,'test ity. Now what is tlaeir -condition ? Nothing iess
thans'rber infidieis 1I Living and dYinig i& tihis staté,
(as in ail: 'i1idihood -they.,will) ,,what id 4heir END, To
RE?"' r, ' r'

'You rnay ask,: Axdý you. may lay all this at the doôr
of.the temperance movemnent ? Answer, E;,do lay
thre-.ourths.of "il and give tttem the credit, or. rather
the iisredit of commericing there -excitifig exercises.
Yo% mkay ask further,ý and would' youdeprive the
Young of al. -amnusemient ? !'i no ineans, but
don't make thçm believe. that they 'are at the same

ime entered thi.straighit gate, arid are walking4in the
narrow way.. The right thing in the right way. Now,
sir, how much of the responsibility of this lies at the
door of those ministers wbo attend and help'to pro-
inole these excitements? 1 shgdl let 'thieir own. con-
sciences answer and il may be'easily seen how. injur-
iously such scenes effect their perspns' and their other
services. 1 speak ftomi two hoers'> experienceof the
latter point. In conclusion 1 would aay of those min-
isters who have in/l bowed the knee to, this înôdern
Baal in these days of defection4 but who bave minded
their own business, and fought their Master's batties
with His own weapons, al honor .and inerea.red con fi-
dence and respect. EQ'UITy.

TO CONSUMPTI-7ÀVES.'

The advertiser, a retired physician, having providýnt 'ialiy
discovered, while a Medicai Missionary in Soiithern'Asia, a
very simple vegetable rehnwdy for the speedy and permanent


