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river. Progress was impossible, andt worst
of ail, wc tlid nlot kilow just wliere ive
were. 01(1 Aleck lîjînscîlf scnîcd at a loss,
lie wotuld only say, '"lccountry bias
ehianged silice I was licrc.' No one doulLt-
cd that, and wc ail [Ilt surre that it liad
chaiiged for tire worsc. At last ive fotund
a seniblance of a trail, antd after following
it for two utiles, came ta a streaiti almiost
as ba(l as tire oîIC we liad jusi. Icit. About
evcry tliirty yards it n'as nccessary to use
tice axe to ecar a passage for tire carmoes
tlîroughi tire [allen trccs. 1 will tot (IWeil
on this part of Ille trip. M~aking portages
tlirotigh imd andi 'musl<egs'', for tierce
days wvc contitnucd ont tie Weasel River and
titrougîitut tiiose tierce days it rained ai-
mnosi. contittuoxîsîr. The niosquitoes wvcre
as iumciirous as tire ]caves of tire trees, and
Ille fly grease iv'e uscd secxîed but to whiet
their appetite.

Oin the afternoozi of Ille thir( day, ias ive
wert crcsillg a snlialii marshv lahbo, we
lîcard two sliots, in quick succession. In a
little bay we iet. ar hIîdian, wlho with his
wifc, Iîrc (lcgs, a cat and ail lsis camp
outfit, was travelling ta tie P'ost, in a
twelvc foot hark calmoe. lie was arîîîed
wvith onie of thie (Coipany''s old imuizzle
loadiîîg trade guiis, w*ich lia(l just faileil
to kiII a îîîusk-rat ai a ranîge of fifty feet.
Iluskrat fleshi, b' tire wav * is coiîsitleredl
quite a deiicacv 1w% Ilc Indiauus, wlio i-
ways carry a fewv sinail trapes, winuch Urecy
set at îiiglit. along tire shore af st.rea,îs
whierc Ille lutlle animal alîouuîds.

That ilight ilie lîudiaiî made luis camp be-
side ours, and carly nilx1. day we reaclied
a tierce sitie portage. For four lînurs we
strugglcd alng tîtat. trail, aver ridges,
tirovgu iiîuuul loles auîd t hickefs, siid a-
rounid faliezi trees, fli ah. Jast wve reaclued
tuie Grotiud Ilog River. Ait. finît. point tire
sîrcain i% abolit I wo lilrc'd feet Nvide aiîd
quite ileci. l'le waters teun witlî pike
aîud îickercl, but thiere arc un0 lass.

Tiil caisse I wo days of padclling tep thec
swift water and portagiuîg arc)'id tie
îuîaîy rapids of Ille Grossir( Hog. 7..z, evcrî*
ing of tire second day folle(] ius canipcd ixear
tlle oîtkt ci Kouiatouch Lake, witiiii
two muiles (gr the. Past. Tuiati iglit. it
raiticil, aîud as ive sat itiiig oitr cioliies
preparatory ln oser visit ta tirc Post, tire
patter of ftue raire oi Ile rof of fie teuit

Iîad a very clîcerful souîîd, so different froîn
tiiose disinal uiglits oin tire Weasel River.

'l'lie followiîîg inorniing, afLer an hour's
paddliiîg, ive reaclic(i Mie lîead of Koubca-
touech Lake, andc iii a (cep bay, slieltered
frontî flic wviuds of winter, stood tice Flying
Post. Tiurcc or four long low log buildings,
tire hall flagstaff, ie camps of a few hI-
dians, who stili lingcrcd frotîîte iitr.
piiig grouis-that ivas al]. Aleck McLeod,
the Factor, lias heen at Koukatoucli Lake
twelve years, andt lie gave lis a, Cordial îwel-
Couic-for visitors are rare.

0f ail the tliings at Flying Post tire iit-
terior of ie store is tire inost intercsting.
There every article lielps tell tire story ni
tie long trait, its lîardslîips, its priva-
t ions and iLs joys. Frontx tire ceiiing luawig
smiokc taiiiied nioccasins of noose lîidL,
lîîu.skie b)oots of sealskin, brought (Iowa
keoiui Mioose Pactory, tire long silowslioes
fillcd with caribou bide, aiad steel traits 0f
every size. osi jiegs along tie wall arc tire
,14 calib)re Winchiesters, tire favorite rifle of
tlle Iiîdians, whicli lîcre selI for $35. Pile-1
iii a corner on flic floor arc t-1.0 ieavy
whiite four point biankets. ont the shelves,
boxes of plug fo0bacco, htiglit calicoes aid
Sasbles-aîd almvc ail there floats a, pecu-
liar aronia, suggestive of tire woods, tlire
t rail, anid smnouldcriug camp tires.

Lceaviîig- Fiing Post. we paddled trp tire
rive'r to %lataguiiuug LaIe. On tire way
%vc îasqed a rapid, wlicre, two years agG

datLol' ighiter last lier life, %vier' t.W
e-,.iioe struck a siibîncrged rat.'. andi cap-
,izet. S uels tliugs are sooII fargotteui; it

is li)tt tlire price flic coziquerors ofIltle
Northu unust pay for t.lucir victory.

Froun 'Matîaiiing 1-tke. a, fourteen iiiil(%
stretchlo ai ater. l>acked iii the distanuce hv
a long bItt ranuge of Ilis, we reacliei
S-.iilia.awvicbtali Lake- rirai, iîight it was
vcry cold. Shortiy after wce werc rolicd iii
our hlatukets, ivc heard a noise outside a-
mng tire l<ettics, auud espoir iruvestigating
rounîd a woollchiilck trvinig ta get inhto tlle
Jucx in whicli we carricd our brcad. 'v<uung
Aleck titre%% a stick at hM, andi lie ihoî-
dlircctly inb a large caînpflire, ellergiîîg ail
ablai.e, front tice oppoite side, anîic roars
of laugliter frotte tire Iîdins.

Tire following day we luasse(l Ilirougli
sevenl jakes, tIl.e -Irgest '"eing Lak<e Opee-
peesw. ont Ilil. ma esse 1atme are ail
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