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WHAT IS A HEREFORD?

—

The chief points to bo Jooked for in a
good Hereford are, first, that the colour
should bo a distinct rml not too datk or
too light ; white face, mane, breast, and
belly white, end to tail ; 3 untl white legs
as far ag tlm knee and bock, sometimes
ranning up the flank. The it should
have & good musculine head, not too long,
broad between the eyes, which latter
should be large and prominent, but with
a wild lock about them, denoting docility
and equality of temper ; the horn should
Bo of moderate strength, springing
straight from the head. The cow's head
should he much the smme, but finer, and
her horns should have a mane and turn
upwards slightly ; they should be in both
cnses of a foxy white, although they ave
oceasionally tipped with blac ; the nose
should be 2 pure white or tlesh colour,
T'he bull showid have a good rise of crest,
deep sloping shoulders, w ell-developed
brisket, stright back and belly Jine, wide
loin, g,nod springing vibs, madomtt ly
broad hips, tail well set on and falling in
plumb line to the hocks ; the hind-quar-
ters should bo long from the hip back ;
the thighs, which are & very unportant
point, should be large and full, showing
plenty of width reross when you stand
behind, and should bo well weated to
the Iwcks the whole carcuse should be
set square on good short legs standing
well apart, and b covered with firm flesh
of good quality, and a mellow hido of
soft but not too fine hair, givirg the im-
pression when you touch it taot it will
siretch to any extent; but the test of

“touch” is extremely difficult to explain

in words, it can ouly be learnt by prac-
tico.

There can be na two opinions on the
question of what lleveford eattle are—

they are nost UIMIoUDLERLY 11 Atsotuve wat 1

pure breed of great antiquity. Plieir
carly history is like that of many others,
rather shrouded in mystery ; but it is
generally allowed that there, ]ms been o
breed of cattle red and mnstly with white
fuce and markings for at least 200 years
in the county of Hereford and the neigh-
houring counties  The Jate M T. °A.
Kmnht of Downton Custle, who lived
fu the last century, and who was a_great
authority on all mmtters of anuqmt),
besides being one of the most celebrated
of early breeders of Hereford cattle, as-
serted that Lord Scadamore, who dled
in 1671 introduced cows of the red with
white face breed from Flanders. There
was also a breed of cattle known in
Herefonishire that were « white with red
ears,” and so far back as the tenth cen-
tury it is recorded that theve was a law
of fixed compensation to be paid for
injury done by oue prince to aunther at
100 white cows with red ears and a bull
of the same colour ; but if the cattle were
of o dark or black colour the number was
to be 150. Speed reconds, © Maud de
Brebus, in order Lo ap ease King John,
who was highly incensed agninst her
husband, made a present to The queen
of 400 cows from DBrecknockshire, all
¢ white with red cara’” These facts
wern collected some Yyears ago by Mr
Thomas Duckham, the late editor of the

Hereford Ilerd Boolk, and they are ac-
cepled as heing correct both in this
country and in America, where the breed
is so fast increasing in popularity at the
present time.
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Herefords of to-day have sprung directly
from the old breeds of the district, the
old grey Hereford coming from the white
cattle with red ears, and an oceasional
white ereford has cropped up as an
additional provt of this. In 1857 there
was 2 white Hercford shown at the Bir-
mingham fat stock show. Some of the
old h"\\t greys were almost white, I
kuow at the prcscnt time scveral llera-
fards of the finest bloud, that are nearer
white than ved, nlth(mgh it is a well
known fict that thev have never had a
stair: of auy other breed in: their puh"rce

Are not the present  Tlerefords a mix-
turo of these cattle that were known as
fav hack as the fenth century (being
“ white with ted cars™ with the Flan-
ders cattle, imported by Lord Seudamore
previous to the year 1671, which were
red with white faces? The lxrsb-mcntmmd
were usually the largest, but with great
quality and goud touch : the grey were
won.derful iwd:,n, and of a medinm size ;
while the red with white fuce u~u.\\ly
were the smaller cattle, finer in the bone,
and al!o"cthcr more Lll\m" to the eye
50 fashion by degrees exchuded the others,
and new the red with white face reigns
trinmphant.

However, breeders do not object to an
oceasional bit of tick or mottle appearing



