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T HIS conference -%v4s rcmarkable in atil respects. It wa.s hield in
the grcaitcst city of the world, and in the very hezirt of it-in

Excter llI-anid the din ani roar of the Strmid. ])uringr ton
successive dtys and nighits thousainds upon tliousan.ilds asscinb]ed
therc to spcik mi-ci to heair of the progress of the Kiigiiio of 00(1
anîong1c the, heathen.

It was aippropriaite tha-t the rcsult.s of gospel effibrt for a century
should bc considlercd at the centre of the Christian wvorld. Every-
thingr in that Metropolit4an city, with its five million souls-a nuin-
ber equai to thé enitire population of Canaiida-is upon a gipantie
scale. Vice anid virtue, piety mid godlessness, le4rning and ignor-
ance, riches zin( poverky, activity zind indolence, courage mid cow-
ardice, benievolenice and meanucss, Christizm fiiitl and lteartless
scepticisni-eill reach their fullcst grow'th ini London. And this
International Conifereiice wzis cerbiily the gmrndcst aenbyof
foreigu isioaind thecir friends ev'er convened.

It '«ais co111osc(1 of about 1500 menîbers, missionaries ind repre-
senita-tive (lee-gates from Protestaint ehiures-, and from n e hundred
aud thirty diffea:cnt, inissionary socicties. Thuse cane from iî al pirts
of the wvorld-froin the *ast a.nd the w'est, the north iund the south

-forminciir oue cymnd sarnctdhost of godly men and wominc oi'
diverse crecds, naitionalities, oore f culture andl modes of
thlolugrt-the,, like of whiclî I eau scarccly ever hope te seca<i.
Thecir nîultitudiiious (liilcts: vaýried casts of countenanice, and yct
wvitlhal tlîcir unity of spirit ind earncst purpose forcibly rmne
ent of the great meeting in Jerusilcîn, nearly nineteeni centurie-s
ago, -%vihel inaugurated Christian mnissions, and ini wvlich thereN '«c
gathered tog,çether '<devont mon out, of evcry nation under hcaven."

\Ve lmdî 1)resent, not -.'eak visionaries draming ovcr bairren theo-
rie-s, but strengiç practicl men and woiinon ,vliolly colnsecratvdA to the
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