
PLEASÂNT HOURS3.

Baby in Oburch.
Aunt Nellie hati famieneti a dalnty thing,

0f hamburg anti ibbon anti lace.
Anti mamma hati saiti. as shé settiet i i

'round
Our beautîftlbaby's face.

Where the dimples play anti thce laugitter

Lîké sunheams hit Iin ber violet cys-
"*If the day ls pleasant andt baby ts gnoot.
Sho may go to thé church anti wenr ber

new hoat"

Then Ben. aget i sx. began te tel.
in eier-hrotherly wny.

How very. vory gooti she fitust. hé
If ohé went to cburchi next day.

Hle tolti et thé chunch. thé choir anti the
crowd,

And thé man up in front who talket so
louti;

But ohé must not. tulk, nom laugh, nor
Sintg.

But Juet. oit. as quiet as anytluing.
Anti oo. ou a beautîful Sabbath Ilu May,

Wheu thé fruit bude burst itta Jowers,
(Theré waon't a blossom on bush or trce

Se tair as this blossont of ours).
Anti ail lu ber white tires, tdint.y anti

Oui baby sut la thé famliy pew:
The grant, sweet music, thé revereut air.
I-he solemn bush anti thé voice of prayer,

Fillet i al bAr baby soul wlth ame.
As she sut lu her littie place.

Anti thé holy look that thé angels wear
Seemeti ictureti upon ber face.

Anti thé sweet wortis uttéreti se long ugo
Came Into my mind wlth a rhytbmic

llow :
"0f sucb le thé klngtiom cof heaven."

sali hé
Anti I lcnew tbat hé spake et such ns ohé.
The sweét-voiceti organ pealed forth

again,
Thte collection box came round,

Anti haby rorppétiber penny lu,
And somiieti utthé chluking sounti.

Aloflé lu thé choir Aunt Nellié stooti.
Walting the close ot thé soft prélude,
Te begln ber sole. 11gb anti strong
She struck thé fiast note; clear anti

long.

sire helt iit, anti ail wéré charméti but
oue,

WVho,'wth ail thé might ohé hi.
Spraug ta her littie teet anti crIeti

-Aunt Nelle. you's being bati1"'
Thé audience amlot, thé maiaistér

cougheti.Thé littlé bays la thé corner laugitèt.
Thé tenar-man hook like an aspen leaf.
Ant id ibis face la bis hantikérchief.

Anti pon Aunt Nellie nover coulti tell
How oh.finishedt tat terrible stralu,

tintsys that uot.hlug ou èarth would
tempt

Her to go through thé scène again.
Sa we bave dècideti perbapa'tîs béat
For ber Salie. ours. and ail thé réat,
That we watt.,ninybe. for a yeam or two,
Ere aur baby e-enter thé famiiy péw.

-Intèpendenc.

TRE PRATT BABY.
BY SYDN<EY DAYRE

"Wbat's ta hé touéwith thé Pratt
baby V"

That vas thé question wblch vas aUir-
ring thé small village. Answers et
varlous kintis vere attempteti.

Mis' Pétera says sbe'ti hé gladte-o-"
-But ohé coulda't, with ber - poor

bealth VI
- Mis, Bates might."
"But ohé won't V"
Mise Lané'o got ber bande ful

"Mis' Dr. Miller itas't a thlng to pré-
vent ber dola' IL."

Not a chlIr nom a chlt-"
"Andi plénty of mono>."

But with ail thé clévernes tilplayeti
tn fitting dutles for othér ptoplé. thé
Pratt baby remaineti homéléss, although
kiutiiy looketi uponi as a sort at village
protégé.

ts father bati beén rua ever anti killed
a month atter its hlrth. Thé mothér
toek It bard anti wItéd cut ot lité, se
that by thé timé the baby vas lght
montats lt i t leolcedtion ua voriti ln
wbtch lt vos absolutély without posses-
Sion. jet with eyes as buight anti blue
and cheeka as faim anti rosy as If it hati
been -the chîlti et an empress-pérbups
more 80.

For the présent thé baby vas '«staying
on " la thé famlly of Mri. Garvey. In
wbose bouzeMms Pratt itad réateti a
small roam. Mms Garvey hoiti six chîl-
drea et hem awn, but there vas SUNi
room lu It. fer anothér.

-A blessîn' 'twould buing te axybody.
the uweet cratur! vîi ts éyes lauxhla'
andi dancin' at ye the day long. An
IVt 'ueet vault I aver let 1V eut of thé
biuse but for lhavi' nobody to-stay vîti
it vWhen. i'm-eut.V' aShW.'Y

Duntng such absences 13111y Iurvey vas
détaliéti as nurse, an arrangement whicb
culteti thé oMaîl boy welI. for ho hateti
mhool anti loet thé baby. It vas bisJcuré day anti uight. Biliy knéw na jey
grealer than la>' le the touch et Its
clinging little hants anti Its menry laugh
as lue Defarmeti for lis amusement oveny
a ntie known tu hoys.

Whén thé fit now came IBi11Y
buntileti up thé baby andt tek it out on
MBe sieti. Thé baby and Bil>' beth on-
joyet this. thaugh It huti Us trawbacks.
If 13111>'reuindeti a corner awiftiy the
baby rollet off; If hé sturteti up sutidenl>'
thé baby tîppeul over backwords. Con-
mdrattan et thèse ttfllcultles let) teaa
brlght thought ou Bily's part. Hé
nalleti a soap box on the siced. This hé
filet i wth boy. andi when hé trew It out
wlth his blué.éyed charge ne chîlti ot
an entpréss was ever taveller or nuore

jtenterly omîleti ou, ne charioteer prouder
Ithan 13111>.

Up antidevuw the twe or thrce short.
streets ho trotted oeémllt attemnoon.

i It va% market day. anti a number et
1tarmers were it tram the countrY. 1B111Y

i variet i hesSport b>' hltchlng him Bledte t
thé backs of théeletghs. *hbus securnugl

1 a ridé for hîmsél!. mout.ti on a nnrrow
# létige In front of the soap box. Quickly
1 ho sprang front ono vohICla to another as

thé>' came anti wert, durlng 'vhtch caPer3
only thé tender Providence tvhich guards
the. belplèss saveti the babys Innocent
lité rtrmbélng tramplet eut.

Thé short wînter uftrnOOn was clos-
lng in-too soon, for acither BlllY nom
thé baby weré tireti o! thé fun. Teants
wérc écarcér, anti afttr a rite bohint a
homéývarti-bounti farmer. Bil>' Qulckl>'
tiétachet i bs sieti anti as quîckly fasténeti
it te one gaing thé othér wuy, wltb
prospect 'of anothér pn. But tileap-
polntment vaiteti. for Just fleur théetidgé
of thé village thé slelgh atoppeti.

Billy wuitcd, for IL vus nearly ut. the
foot et a long buti. Hie adroit schèrni
was te geL himself haulédte ta te top of
thîs anti thou také a ru dowu. exclteti
te a wilti rate cf speet b>' thé deilgbted
creva anti obrièlc ofetthé baby.

Thé former stayeti a long, tinte, anti
Bil>' grew tireti. Nething 14ut thé pros-
bect erthtai lateat rush dowu thé bill
waulti have kept hlm. Hé saa some
boys ut PI&Y a littie way back on thé
streét, anti went te zoo, wbat they wene
dalng.

Anti mot iu thé unlucky moment whea
bis attention vas fuliy engageti. Farmer
Crotta burrléti out of thé store anti
jumpet injte hia box lélgit. His harses,
wlVh thé sielgit, hat been turnét i dag-
onally tevarti thé store; te baby la thé
soap box vas jut béycmutironge of bis
olght us be camé. Ant inl the gatbér-
lng twlligittno ne e hance t te o .thé
préclous marsél cf a craft salilg aloag
atter the blgsleigh, as thé hlommes. tireti
of standing, spéti, net up the bill os
B]117 itat antlcipateti,.but down another
oud -wlutilug out of slght at onme
Wltb one glance Bitiy hati séen thé

baby ate. with thé next hls scareti eyes
saw only vacaucy bétore te store door.
Witb a wilti cry héotiashèdt tward wvitre
ho bai lftL bis trèasure.

' My baby! Whiere'.mY baby ? Bing
hlm back-hrlng hlm back "

But at.é!gh, soap boy, anti baby had
meltèti comletely late thé shatiowo.
BIll Tan -firat up oee oati. theatiown
thée ther, ut last wlth a héartatuli of
cespaing mlsery carrylng home his
sorry tale.

Hé coulti noV tel te vitas6eigihé
bati tiéti thé baby. cculd not telila
which direction 1V hati Uno, titi flot
know how for It might go.

Qulckly througb the village rau thé
tragié newa.

-But>' Garvey's lest thé Pratt baby."-
Tears sprang Va mor.e than one pair

et .tyea.
-wlsht 'd talion IL."

1 mtght a', juot aun woll as. net..
1 Was just thînkin' et IL-'

"1 voult inlua minute. If-"
But tiieré vèré ne conditions tn the

matter nov, ne prospect et a eturn of
lot oppotunlity. Thé Pratt baby vasý

l, anti the village mournéti.
Fariner Crotta' horsesa téppeti brisll

aiang ii i te arly evenlng. Thé In-
creasing colti anti stcatiy motion matie
thé baby drovo>', ant ilké s. sensible
baby (hé vas one et thé kinti who ai-
ways seeme tot do thé rfght thlng lu
thé rigbt Urne anti plare-p"ishaps that
vos bis iniértance lu lIeu. of. an>' other)
hé cutdileti dev lata- -thée traw anti
veut te sleép. Thé farmnir iti no t
know ef the unusual attachment. tu bie
seiegh until ho liedt put bie horses lta anti
was unloatitng t ofthiagsbhé hati
bought. Then hé stuubleti over the
Iloap bax anti nearly fell. scatterlng
buntités ef groccriés about.

"lWhat's titis ?"' r. Crotta lîtteti a
lantému hé bati Ilgiteti. Thé babyhfelti
up bis' béat andi gare a littié gungle et
pleasure-ut slgtt f thé tight.
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We'Jil. 1 am blesseti 1" Mtr. Crotta tbat bus the rlgbt ta hlm.0 the %&li.
belli the inntern closter, then jerked I. flrniiY. Atldins. wlth tse soverity :
awâY as two ammil balle of bands matie " Andi that 'won 't lot hlmn go caiortial
a clutcb for IL. Thon ho put Into an- lover thée untry ln x soap box eit a
other shaPe bis exclamation, the truth wiflter day."
containeti ln wblch he se littié realixed . 3ilIy wittetl st this. but won sustaiueti

',Wel-Ir 1 ain't blessed 1, by hls loy tu the reevery ef the baby.
A lok cf blank bowllderment. came %comforttig himmsell b>y littie pokes lt the

over hls face, sort. hîtudie eeorcd up ln NMis. Crotta'
-Ilow titi yoii ait.haro V' arma, ta mako ure IL wns *arc lucre.

If baby anti monp box haut fallet. froin lits wrmth reached .the limiot te-
the skies IL couid not. hava been a greater cesses of her heart-a pain wltb IL at
surprise. lm Surprise %Tas none tho lesat thcughî, of the lonety boute to, whieb
when ho saw a strng and rt'ailted îuow the woulti go baék without Il. It ban
bis unexPccted visiter hai corne. WVhat éheen but. a te,' heure ln wblch the
was ho ta do ? strange. unloaketi-fer. unwelcometi vînt-

-Weil, seein Yuou be hre. 1 s'pose you tant hall been under ber roof. andi yet
can't bc leit out ln the ccItt." day anti night the little prescienobai

Not. knowing wbnt aise to do, ho borne a growing mwetuns. 110w lit
picketi Up sied, soap box, antd bâby. anti baby volte bad i lUet the mitent home to
carrieti thcm tlctothe boumé. 'whlch eoé srank treinretutItiîtg

-lire. Marin," ho stait. etting bis Thé roturu or the baby was heralteti
burten on the Ititchen floor. "ilook what by triumphant. shouts tram Bily.
somehotiy's ment yùu." ' Ile's backl 1 IBc% bick ! i'va roundi

Mnr. Clolts gozeti ln antazement. thon hlm!1 Wo've &et hlm V'
la ttopleasuré. %ton came te the store doors te, listen,

'Jacob. what do yeti mean ? You andi women ran out of ornait baumes wtith
don'*t men tbat. you*vé let somebody put s hawis ovor thair lieatist. X amat crewti
somthlng on yau- bat gatizerati by the thon Mm. Garveye

«No. Intiet, 1i tat. Yeu may get t oor was reacheti.
as mati as you Ilke wit.h oomébody. but It was Bi3lIy'a intention te natch the
flot wlth me. Tmat siedi was hîtchéti baby andi rush ln with a wili.twbcop.
onto thé back of the selgh, andi came But -Mre Crotts belli on te It anti walked
ait the way trom Bentiey. , wlth dignlty Into the bouse.

-Weil. i déclare ! A litIle mite lîlce Mrs. Oarvcy eizeti the baby ancl wODt
tîmat. eut In thé colti. But you sec hew over IL a torrent et Irish tontiuing, whlle
tla-a game ot somcbody's te put. that thé other women waltet their turu for

chiid ou us. They'i ho feoleti, though." a hug. as a bahel of tangues arcs&~
*, Ts. lVil take IL over te the poor. ' l'm wllin' te Bay 1'nm rcaty ta taire

bouse to-mornow. They can look for Il that blesseti bab-'
there if théy Nwant ît." '«lt técîIdet todo that myelf-"

"They wvon't look for Il. Wel." as "-T'm able to do well by hlm. anti-"
smali gruntu anti sniffa ar.-3e froni the '-1 was wlthbhis mother te théeIlut,
box, "c Itt'slitère, 1 s'pouse wé can't Ianti I've thé best iht-"
let. It starve."1 Mrs. Crotta looketi about on the

"Anyhow, lt's a purty little creatur'." cliuirouriitg womnl.
Thé baby huti by tilis tinte. after ntuch *Wblch of you la the mother of tLil

wlnking anti blinltlng. aceustometi bis chîlti V" she O.ked.
cyes to thé lighted roont. and was now A blank silence for a montent. broken
givlng signs of belng restîcas. As Mrs. by 11r3. Ganvéy.
Crotta approached bhlm wIth ntucb the *"It'a mesolt would have been glati
look with whlc h le wouid havé regartiéti eougb to talco the darlilt when ther.
a stray kitten (ohé flot. llktng cats), ho, was ne one else te do It. but for-"ý
being accustoméd to go toe verybody, l'nt ready te do IL flow--"
helti out bis .bandm wltb a look of gra. "1 can give hlm a gonomue."
tréateti.f an authoritativé air toolc thé baby front

"Wel, ItL Iokînti o' brlght." the bandes ef thé woman who just thon
Thé baby took eagerly the warm tllit chancedti t ho caresing It, "tht. baby

braught for hlm, then sottieti back loto came te nie. ail unbeknown. rîdin' by
Mrm Crotta' arma wlth a l100k et perfect. itself lu thé wlnter'night. If théeLord
content wlth thée isting state et thîngs, didui't sent i hm I'd Ilîkote know wby-
Mrs. Crotta laugheti. If anybody aise wantédt t caré for hlm

*"I can't. set hère bejldîn' a tahy. Tou lt's a plty they dldn't find IL1Vout béton..
take him whîle 1 set thînga -on.** I'm goin' te tLake him home anti keep

She beld i hm wbll thé moisi was$ hlm, ant Iif thé tewn authorles wants
eaten. then agaln passed i hm over te te Interfère tbey'il know whére ta omin
thé farmer. Raby matie a tiash for thée for hlm.".
bushy. hait gray whîskers. buryîng bis She strate towarti the dean. but Stop-
iauqhtng, dimpléti face among thern wtth, peti at sounti of louti aohe tram Bit>'. ber
érows andi ceas, 7?hlch pinly Iitèti a face softenlng Into a beamlng emmle.
game etf romps of the baby aider. This '* Tou came anti se. hlm whenever you
wan, however, seau aveu'. want. He'm Lu bo yeuir'n yet, ai thé

"Hie'a goln' ta sleep." , Sam,.
Th.dre was omethlng paihatlc In the The town at!orlties neveu' aaw fit te

peacéful trust with whlcb thé Ilda closeti finti Jouit with thé home which illy
over thé bine eyes as the pressure et thé hati founti fer the Pratt baby.--Chritltau
smaliai becahome heavier on the arm. Advocate.
It 'gent te the heurt. of the Pratt baby's
new caretakers.

"It's a celti day. Jacob," sali i. Theé Bojiemo Town.
Crotta the next morning. "1' ve got a A cross aid woman ot long &go,
coniclencé, If I amn set &&en' hein' Dut 1 Dcaèita sébtdnie
on, andi 1 dont Hike thé Iie cf that little 'The town would Lé no pleasant, yen
creatur' talcîn' a long ride such a day. know,
To-morrow 'il hé mldee~maybe." If anly thére were ne boys."

T o-morro,' was mîltir but. Mis. Crotta She scolelto anti frettéti about ILttilt
remarketi: Her eyés grew ns heavy as leati.

"A day or two won't n2alccne dîNfer- Andi then. of a sudden, the town grew
'ence. now he's hère." 1 Stîll,

On thé third day a boy nushet inJta For ail thé boys hai l ied.
thé heure wlth a cry:

"«Oh. my baby ! I've tounti you-aln't Anti ail tbrough the long anti dusty
I ? How came 1 ever te let yen gît stréet
away trom me." .hère wasn't a boy lu vlew:

Andi the Pratt baby pulled i Blly's hair The basebl lot. w'itre they usrd to
anti peled Inte bis eyes anti rubtb.d bis meét,
pink cheks. againot thé frecicleti anes Was a alght ta make onte blue:
wlth sucb little'cmaws anti squèals et de- Thé grass was grawtng on every basp.
llght as brought a distinct pang et Anti thé patho that thé mantera mate.
jealousy te Mis. Crotta' beurt. Fer thère wasn't a soul lu ail the place

"TI o héuyen' " hé azkét i lly. Who knew how the gamé was playeti.
- les. Leatways--T mean-he's the

Pratt baby. Hé]ilves te my bouse. l'va Thé cherries rotteti, andi went ta waste-
camle fer hlm. The stetis rlgbt hère. Thère was nne t . cllmb thé trees.
l'Il soan fil:hlm up." Sétting thé baby Anti nobody hati a single ltte,
on thé floor, Billy matie a rush te, thé Save auly the birds anti béés.

,siedi and sean brougbt lu thé soap box. Thére wasn't a messenger boy. not oue,
"*St.op.*' said irei. Crotta, as Biliiy spiédTi lo speeti as such messengers can;

the small hooti hanging on a call, **If If people waatcd their errands done.
that baby'o got te ridé Into Béntlcy ta- Thèy sent fer a ciessenger man.
day hé aln't gela' lu a soap box.
Jacob," ohée caliéti Into th-2 back yard, There was little, i weon, of frlilc andi

T want you te hitéh up anti drive loto noise.
Bènt.ley. This boy's conté te. the baby. Theré was less et chéer ant i trtb:
Says 1t's his'n," wit.h a ltUle quiver lu Thé sati aid town, since IL lacked fi»
ber velce. -and if he's ta go be'à got. ta boys.
go coinfertable." Was thé drearléat plateoe a rtit.

'Wbo'd 'a' thought anybody'd éver be The poar aid womnn began te, weep.
wantn' thé poor little chap V" Thé Thon walce wlth a sutiden smeant;
fariaer's surprise was complcts when " -Dear mc !- abc crieti " 1 have been
bis 'Wlfe aDPpereti wrappéd for thé ride asleep;
with the baby lu ber arme. Anti. oh. what a hormiti dreani r

" I'm golu' te see hlm ae wtth thern -Autxo iUknoim


