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Fro,z the Piev. G. M. MEACH-AM, M. A., data? Niiniadzit, .7atan,
26/111 r/ 1877.

As I recali our last interviewv withi
you in your office, and your miost
tender and earnest prayer for us as
you coînmnended us to Goci, 1 arn re-
mindcc of your request to write fre-
cjuently and fully as to the %vork wve
are engageci in. At miy last %vriting
I was sanguine as to the prospects
at Yosiiarii. I did see what macle
me think they did not want miy col-
league to go alone, but the congrega-
tions were remlar-kably good ancd at-
tentive. We wvere selling Chinese
Bibles anci japanese Gospels to
nunîbers of the people, and aching on
the principle of giving no offenc e so
far as possible consistently with (le-
claring' the %whole counsel of God ;
ancd s0 thought ourselves warranted
in expecting success. But on the
31st uitiînO, we were surpriseci to
find that our congr-iegation consisted
only of four aduits and a 4ýev chul-
dren, and to hear that it xvas imipos-
sible to have services any longer. A
numnber of reasons wvere given,
which wvere evidently only feints to,
drawv my attention away froin sorne
real reason. " Don't you want to
hear the gospel ?'" said 1. "Oh, yes,»
wvas the reply, and a troubled look
gathered on their brows. But wvhen
1 offered to come and teach ever so
srnall a nuniber of persons, in), offer
wvas declined. And it wvas flot till wve
had corne away that Mr. Satowv toid
me that somie officiai hiad interfered
to stop our work. Since then Dr.
McDonald lias written mie that lie
learns that an officer of the Kincho
(the Local Governnîent) hiad put his
ban upon the services, but that hie
thought that the door might be open-
ed again after awhile.

One thing is as evident as day-
light,-that lhovever favourable the
Central Governinient mnay to the
spread of Christianity, there is little
disposition on the part of the local
authorities to have the gospel preacli-
ed, and that wve are tolerated onlybe-
cause it is to their advantage. I do
believe that if it wvould cease to-
morrow to be to their interest to have

mie in Nuniadzu, miy last sermon
here has been already preachied. We
cannot conceal it froin ourseives that
a vigilant er>einy is or. the alert.
Doors of tisefuilness, that were open-
ing, are being closed. Persons ii,
%vlioîn we were becoming deely in-
terested, and w~ho wvere shjowingr
every interest in Christianity, and in
sonie cases had asked for baptismn,
are suddenly wvhisked away, and
nothing' more is seen of thein. A
fine Young felilýv, the son of ]Budd-
hists, wvho wvould have been baptized
before this, andl vhose heart ivas set
on becoming. a Christian ininister, is
not allowvec to, corne near us. An
oninipresent anci sleepless foe, ail the
more formidable because invisible,
seeks to neutralize ail our efforts. ("We
ivrestie not against flesh and blood,
but against princî palities, against
powers, against the rulers of the
darkness of this world, against
spiritual wickedness in high places>
But our Captain is invincible, our
weapons are of the riglit metal, and
the issue wve do not fear.

Our work at Yoshiwari wvas flot
utteriy in vain. Hundreds there and
in the surrounding country heard
from us the words of everlasting
life and eterrial truth. he word of
God, lias found its way into that sec-
tion of the country. A few there, 1
believe, are worshipping the living
God, and ivill be saved with the
power of an endless life ; and a
fev of my students frorn that region,
who;, 1 hope, wvill become Christians,
inay yet spread the flarne far and
wvide.

1 was distressed last night by the
remark of a valued correspondent,
the Rev. Hugli Johnson of Harniilton,
touching my progress in the japanese
language. It seeras that lie has
heard that I have preached to this
people in their own tongue, and
straig htway leaped to the conclusion
that 1 have made wonderful progress.
It is flot so. Only with very abun-
dant heip frorn my interpreter, and
most laborious effort at putting
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