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0. But ehere is be to he found?  Shall we
oo up into lieaven,” or down into hell,? to
sek im? Shell we ¢ take the wings of the
notnin z,” and scarch for him ¢ jn the ultermost
virls of the ®ea?”  Nay. Quod pelisy kic est!

yhat w strange wond to 141l fium the pen of a hiea-
then ! ¢« What you sech,is here 1? He is ¢ abowt
veut bed 1 He is ¢ about your path.? He ¢ be-
sots you behind and betore?  Ile < lays his hand
upouyow.? Lo! Godishere! Notafar off! Now,
believe and feel Jum near!  May he now reveal
himself in your heart! Know him! Love him!
end you rie happy.

10, Are you already happy in him?  Tlien see
that you ¢ hold fust whereunto ye have attained I
«Watch and puay,” that you may never b
«poved from your steadfastness,?” ¢ Look unte
vourselves, that ye loze not what ye have jain.
¢d, but that ye receive a full reward.” In so
doing, eapect 4 continual growth in grace, in the
loving hunowledse of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Ex-
pect that the power of the llighest shall sudden!
avershadow you, that all sin may be destm‘ye( s
and nothing may remain in your heatt, but fioli
neis unlo the Lord.  And this momant, and every

moment, ¢ present yourselves a living sacrifice,
holy, acceptable to God,™ and ¢ elorify him with
vour body amd with your spirit, which are God’."
—lev. J. Wesley,

BIOGRAPINY.

REV. JOHUN FLETCHE 1.
Tau following skelch, by Dr, Ronenr Soviury.
is taken from lis ¢ Life of Wesley?—the facts
of which, though ariginally furnished by M.
herener’s official biographers, are introluced
by the Doctor with remarks which shew the high
opinion he cntertained of the Vicar of Madely:
and which is tlie more to be appreciated, as he
canuot be suspected of sectarian partinlity.

Jeax GuittatNe be LA Frrcnere, (this was
propesly his uame,) was @ man of rare talents, and
raret virlue. Noage orcountry has ever produced
4 men of mote fervent piety, or more perfeet cha-
tity 3 no church has ever possessed a_more apose
tollc mninister.  He was bora on the 12th Septem-
her, 1529, at Nyon. in the Pays de Vaud, of 2
respectable Bernese family, descended fiom a no-
bie house in Savoy. MHaving been educated for
the ministry at Geneva, hie found himself unable
1o subsciibie to the doctiine of predestination, and
1crolved to seck prefenment s a soldierof fortune.
Accordingly he went to Lishon, obtained a com-
mission in the Poituguese service, and was order-
cd to Brazil. A lucky accident, which conf'ned
him to his bed when the ship sailed, saved him
fiom a situation where his fine intellect would
have been lost, and his philanthiropic piety would
have had no room to display itself.  tHe left Por-
tugal for the prospect of active service in the Low
Counlries; and that prospect also heing disap-
pointed by peace, he came over te 1ngland, im-

sroved himself in the language, and hecame tutor
an the family of Mr. 1N, of Fern Hall, in Siio
shire, The love of God and of man atounded in
bis heart 3 and finding smong the Methodists that
sympathy which he desired, be joined them, and,
for a time, took to axcetic cowrses, of which he
afterwards acknowledged the error.  He livedon
vegetablus, and, for some time, an milk and wa-
ter, and bread; he sat up two wlole nightsin
every week, for the purpose of praying, and read-
ing wnd meditating on religions things; and, on
the other nights, never allowed himself to sleep,
22 Jong as he could kecp his attention o the book
Lefore him.

Atlengtih, by the advice o his friends, Mr.
1ill and Mr. Wesley , whom he consulted, he took
orders in the Faglish chuteh. The ordination
took place in the Cbapel-Royal, St.James's ; snd,
23 soon as it was over, he weot to the Methodist
chapelin Wulmgwben he asisted in admi-
ristering the Lord’s r. Mr. Wesley had ne
ver received 50 scasonabie an asistance. “ How
wenderful are the ways of God ! gaid he, in his
josrmal; ¥ when my bedily strength failed, and
none in En were ahje and willing to mist
ma, He sent me help from the mountaine of Swit-
zc:iua, sod an hl; meet for me in every res-

»
" fated

pect. Where could I have found such another!”
it proved a more cfficient and important help
than Mi. Wesley could then have saticipated.

M. Fletcher (for sohe now called himaclf, be-
ing completely anglicised,) incurred some  dis-
pleasure, by the decided manner iu which he con-
nected limself with the Methodists: ncither his
talents nor his virtues were yet understood beyond
the circle of his friends. By Mr. Hill’s means,
however, e was presented to the vicarage of
Madely, in Shropshite, about three years after his
ordinaiion. It is a populous village, in which
there were extensive collicties and iron wotks;
and the character of the inbabitonts was, in coa-
sequence, what, to the reproach and curse of
Ensland, it generally isy wherever mines or ma-
nufactures of any kind have bronght tosether u
crowded population, Mr. Fletcher had, at one
time, officiated there as curate 3 he now entered
upon his duty with zeal proporiioned to the urdu-
ous nature of the service which he laid pledged
himself to perform. ‘That zeal made him equally
disregardful of appearances and of danger. ‘The
whole rents of his simall patrimonial estate in the
Pays de Vaud were set apart for charitable uses,
and he drew so libcn-lli from his other funds for
the same purpese, that his furnitute and wardrobe
were not spared.  Because some of Lis renoter
parishioners eacused themselves for not attending
the morning service, by pleading that they did not
wake early enouzh to get their familics 1cady, for
saine months he set out cvery Sunday, at five
o'clock, with a bell in his hand, and went round
the most distant parts of the parish, o call up the
reople.  And wherever hearers could be collected
in the surrounding country, within ten or fiteen
miles, thither he went to preach to them on week
days, though he szl -om got Lome before one or
twa in the morning. At first, the rabble of his pa-
tishioners resented the manner in which he ven-
tured to 1eprove and exbort them in the midst of
their lewd revels and rintous sneetings 3 for he
would frequently Lurst in upon them, without any
fear of the conscquence to himsclf. The publicans
and maltmen were his cspecial cnemics. A mob
of colliers, who were oue day baiting a bully de-
tenmined to pull him off his borse as Le went to
preach, set the dogs upon Lim, and, in theit own
phrase, bait the parson; but the bull broke loose,
and dispersed thein before he arived. In spite,
hiowever, of the opposition which Lis eccenttici-
ties excited, not from tiie imorant only, but from
some of the neighbouring clergy and magistrates,
be won upon the prople, ride and brutsl as they
were, by the invincible benevolence which was
manifested in his whole manner of Jife 5 till at
length his chnrch, which at first had been so
scantily attended, that he was discouraged 2swell
as mortfied by the smallness of the congregation,
began to overflow.

MR. FLETCHRR AS A WIRITER.

Toplady said of Mr. Fletcher’s works, that, in
the very few pages which Lie had perused, the se-
tious passages weie dulness double-condensed,
and the lighter passages impudence double-distil-
fed : « So hardened was” his own ¢ front,?? to use
one of his own expressions, ¢ and so thoroughly
was he drenched in the petnfying water of a par-
1f ever true Chrnistian charity was mani-
in polemical wiiting, it was by Fletcher of
Madely. Even theologicul controversy never,in
the slightest degrae, islitated his heavenly tem-
per. On seading the manuscript of his first Check
1o Anlinomisrism 10 a fiiend much younger than
himself, he says, « 1 beg, ts upon my beaded
knees, you would tcvise and comect it, and take
off durius sonat in poiut of works, rcfroo[,
and styfe. I have followed my light, which is
hut that of smoking flax; put yours fo mine. I
am ¢ hereabouts with m&; fice-brands,
artows, and death. Quench some 13 hrands;
blunt some of mg. srrows; and take all my
deaths, except that which I design for Antinomi.
anism,”— For the sake of candowr,”” he says in
one of bi:‘trefun, « of truth, of peace—for the
reader’s sake, and abeve all, for the sake of Christ,
and the bonour of Christisnity—whoever ye are
thal shall next enter the lists against us, do not
wire-draw the controverry, by uncharitsbly at-
tacking our persens, amd absurdly judging our

the stress of your answer vpon mistakes, which
do not affect the strength of (he cause, and which
we are ready to correct as soon as they shall be
puinted out. I take the Searcher of Mearts, and
my jwdicious unprejudiced readers to witness,
that through the whole of this controversy, fur
from concealing the most plausible objcctions, or
avoiding the strongest arguments which are ot
may be advanced against ourreconciling doctrine,
1 have carefully scarched them out, and endea-
voured to encounter them as openl[y-u David did
Gohiath, Tlad our opponents followed this me-
thod, I doubt not but the controversy would have
ended long ago, in the destruction of our pre}u-
dices, and in the rectifying of our mistakes.  Ohf
if we preferred the unspeakable pleasure of find-
ing out the truth, to the pitiful honour of pleasing
a paily, or of vindicating our own mistakcs, hiow
soon would the useful fan of scriptural, logical,
and brothetly controversy purge the floor of the
Church! How soon would the light of truth, and
the flame of love, burn the chafl of error, and the
thoms of prejudice, with fire unqucnchaf»lc b

Ir such a temper did this saintly man address
himself to the work of controversy ; and he car-
tied it on with cotrespondent candour, and with
distinguished ability.  His manner is diftuse, and
the florid paits, and the unction, betray their
French ongin; but the reasoning is acute and
clear; the spirit of his writings 15 beautiful, and
hie was the master of the subject in all its bear-
ings. His great object was {o conciliate the two
paitics, and to draw the line Letween the Solifician
and Pelagian errors.  For this purpose he com-
menced a treatise, which he called an ¢ Lgual
Check to Pharisaism and Antinomianism; or,
Sctiptute Scales to weigh the gold of Gos
Truth, and to balance a multitude of opposite
Scriptures.”® Herein he brought togcether side
hy side, the opposite texts, and showed how they
qualified eacl other; the opinion which he infes-
red seems 1o correspond more neatly with that of
Baater than of any other divine. He traced,
histntically, the growth of bLoth the extremes
agzinst which he contended. 1.uther, being an
Augustinian monk, brought with him, from his
convent, the favourite opinions of Augustine, to
which Lie became the more attached, because of
the value which the Romanists aflixed fo theirsu-
perstitious works, and the fooleries and abomina~
tions which had sprung from this cause.  Most of
the reformers, and more especially Calvin,took the
same giound. The Jesuits, seeing their crror,
inclined the Romish chusch to the opposite ex-
treme 5 and, after a while, Jansenius formed a
Celvinistic pasty among the Cathiolics, while Ar-
minius tempered the dactrine of the veformed
churches,  Antinomianisin was the legitimate
consequence on the one part, and Mr, Fletcher
thought that the Iinglish clergy were tending to-
wards Pelagianism on the other. His great ob-
ject was 1o trim the balance, and, above all, 10
promote Christian chatity snd Christian union.
“My regard for unity,”? said hie, ¢ recovers my
drcoping spirits, and edds new strength to my:
wasted body—(he was believed, at that time, to
be in the Jast stage of a consumption'—1 stop et
the brink of the grave, over which Ibend, and, as
the blood oozing from my decayed lungsém not
permit me vocally to address my contending bre-
thren, by means of my pen I will ask them, if
they can propetly reccive the Loly communios,
while they wilfully remain In disunion with thej,
bretliren, from wlom controveisy has ncedlessly
parted them.”?

1le was then abeut to leave England, for what
sppeated {o be a forloin hope of deriving benetit
from his native air; but, hefore his departure, hp
cxpressed a desire of seeing thase peirons witly
whom he had been engaged in this controversy
that “all Coctrinal differences spart, he might
testify his sincere regret for having given them
the least displeasure, and receive from them some
condescending 2wurance of reconciliation #nd
good-will.”? Al of -them Fad net eenerosity
enongh to sccept the invitation ; the, who cid
were edified, as well asaflected by theinterview;
and seme of them, whe had.bat no petronal ace
quaintance with him before, ¢ expressed the Mgh-
ent ratistaction,” says his ,‘iognrhn, “ at belny

introduced to the com of eme whome air ond

and | countentnce begpoke him fitted rather for the so~

spirits, instead of wei ot men
consider e ek we Brotute’ ot

aitbe ciety of angels’ than the coaversation of wmen.®
pass over ifty solid resnons, and s hundred plain | Upon the score of controversial offences, few mea
pessages, to cavil abeut mon-coventials, 30d (o lay [have ever had 20 little need (0 ask forgiveneys,



