218

THE EDITOR'S' SHANTY.

CLINBING PLANTS.

“ As graceful as a vine," js a very common ex-
pression.  Every one thinks the phrase quite po-
etical, and that is the end of it. Grace and
Beauty are well enough to talk about, and serve
as excuses for writing fine sentences, say our
utilitarians ; but were you to advocate that these
are * qualities as positive as clectro-magnetisin,™
you would at once be sct down as a hopeless sen:
timentalist,

Still, we are about to propose something which
has no other recommendation than simplicity,
beauty, and grace. It costs nothing, and will
afford no pecuniary income; but it looks pretty.
We wish to talk about the propricty of planting
climbing plants to shade the windows, to relicve
the monotonous colour of the exterior of the
house, to coverup everything ugly, and to heighten
the charm of everything pretty aud picturesque.
No matter how rude and unarchitectural may be
your dwelling, vines will give it a new character,
and make it look home-like and cheerful. There
never was & grand old mansion or princely palace,

that would not look grander and more kingly for
a vineto twineaboutits great pillurs, whose green
leaves and Lright flowers would relieve its stern
aud imposing appearance.

A decoration of this kind, you have not to wait
years to have completed; nor to counsult with
architecats, or spend much time yourself to sccure
it. A wish will almost bring it. We quote Mr.
Downing’s remarks as to the vines most suitable !
for cultivation :— |

* Qur two favourite vines, then, for the adorn- |
ment of cottages, in the Northera States, are the
double Prairic Rose, and the Chinese Wistaria.
Why we like these best is, because they have

the one hand, a lattice house or arhor is too ex-
pensive for persons of moderate means, and per-
haps less taste, while on the other, ladders and
stakes are forever rotting and breaking down just
when they should not.

‘It i3 simply procuring the trunk of a cedar
tree from 10 to 15 feet high, shortening in the
side branchies to within two feet of the trunk,
und still shorter near the top, and then setting it
again, as you would a post, two or three feet deep
in the ground.

¢ Cedar is the best, partly because it will Jast
forever, and partly because the regular disposition
of its branches formns naturally a fine trellis for
the shoots to fasten upon.

“Plant your favourite climber, whether rose,
wistaria, or honeysuckle, at the foot of this tree.
It will soou cover it, from top to bottom, with the
finest pyramid of verdure. The young shoots
will ramble out on its side branches, and when in
full bloom will hang most gracefully or pic-
turesquely from the ends.

‘ The, advantage of this mode is that, once ob-
tained, your support lasts for fifty years; it is so
firm that winds do not blow it down ; it prescents
every side to the kindly influences of sun and air,
and permits every blossom that opens, to be
secn by the admiving spectator.”

Tur Masor—And what has been the re-
sult of your monthly labours, Mrs. Grundy ?

Mrs. Gruxnv.—Not much, but still enough
to enable our fair Canadian readers to render
still more attractive their already pretty faces
and fine figures. (Irs. Grundy reads) :

DESCRIPTION OF PLATE.
Carr1aGE Costeme.—Albanian dress of grey

the greatest number of goud qualitics to recom- , Silk.  The skirt ornamented with rows of flawers
mend them. In the first place, they are hardy, , Woven in the silk. A small pelisse mantle of
thriving in all soils and exposures; in the second black.satm, trinmed with Canada sable. Bour_lct
place, they are luxuriant in their growth, and , Of bright groscille-calared velvet, trimmed with
produce an effect in a very short ﬁ,,,c_a(m.ivelyet flowers of the same color: Under-trimming,
which they may be kept to the limits of a single white flowers and blonde.  Strings of broad white

pillar on the piazza, or trained over the whole side
of a cottage; in the last place, they are rich in
the foliage, and beautiful in the blossom.

“#Xow, there arc many vines more beautiful
than these in some respects, but not for this pur-
pose, and takenaltogether.  For cottage drapery,
a popular vine must be one that will grow any-
where, with little care, and nust need no shelter,
and the least possible attention, beyond eccing
that it has somethips to run on, and a looking
ovcr, pruning, and tying up once a year—say in
early spring.  This is preciscly the character of
these two vines; and hence we think they de-
gerve to be planted from onc end of the TUnion to
the other. They will give the greatest amount
of beauty, with theleast care, and in the greatest
number of places.”

The Prairic Rose it of uncommonly rapid
growth—shoots of twenty feet in a single year,
Leing a not uncommon sight.  The Chincse Wis-
tarin i3 of a more compact growth, and its blos-
soms hang in large bunches, from cight inches to
a foot long,

A climbing vine in the garden, in the “front
door yard,” and in pleasurc.grounds, is particu-

Tarly desirable. One great difficulty in the way
of planting vines, isa waut of some support, On

gros-de-naples ribbon.
PARISIAN FASHIONS FOR JANTARY, 1853,

Dresses for morningand general wear will have
the Lodies mare or less open in front, some quite
to the waist; these styles have small square das-
quines; fringe is the most favorite trimming for
this style: the plain high bhody closing to the
throat has the waist round, with ccinture of broad
ribbon, the ends floating.

In cloaks, Zalma's are still in great favor; the
Balmoral is the most novel of the scason; it is
exceedingly graceful and becoming to the figure.

Bonnets are still worn open, the corners nearly
meeting under the chin. ’
GRNERAL OLSERVATIONS ON LONDON FASHION AND

DRESS.

Tnr. season has called forth a vast variety of ele-
gaut novelties in ball dresses, &e. For young
ladies, jupes of tulle, white or colored, are orna-
mented with braid or cmbroidery, and worn over
slips of silk or satin of the same colar a3 the tulle.
The dresses of black tulle, worked in flowers of
natural colors, which have so long maintained
their hold on fashionalle favor, are this scason
more splendid than ever; and thoae worked with
vellow silk have perfectly the effect of gold
embroidery.



