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the powcrs of the Federail Governmntt, ini
thlat country? First, as the mnîn olict for
ývlhic1i thc union itself -vas formced, Nvo find
tite exclusive power to niakze i'ar, and, for
thlat puirpose, tu raise and equip armies and
anud fleets; to niake peace, and to conclude
troaties of commerce iit foreign powers;
and, as indi.-pensable requisites fur tho exor-
cise of these powcers, the furtiior power of
Ievying taxes. These, it is quite obvious,
h1ave reference onTly to [lie foreigu relations
of [lhe confederation. The powers of the
Federal Goyerniiient to interfere ini what are
eselusively the internai affiuirs of the Union,
-ire fewv andI ineonsiderable. Tlie p)rincipal
are those of controllin- the Post Office, and
enactingpatent and copyrighitlaws. Iesides
titese, authority over ail territeries belonging
to theo Union, but flot included in any lidfi-
vidual State, is vested exclusively in [lie
lFederal Government.

It vrould ho cxtreniely difllcuit--wvould it
not, 1e impilossible ?-to oxtend the prerega.-ý
tives of a Federal Governient, in the Pro-
vinces, one inch beyond the linaits -tvithin
whichi thiey are cotîflnied in thiat republican
~onfederation, -vithout bringing it into im-
mediato and dangerous collision ivitlî tiioso
of the individnal Provinces. But bow far
mîust tie prerogratives of the Provincial,
Federal Govertiment fill witlîin thoso liinits!
From the position cf tlhe Provinces as Britisli
Culonios, thocir central G overnmoîit couldi
not, %vitlîout soi-e very niaterial modification
of their present relations vrith the Motlier
Cuuntry, have the power cf miaking wvar and
of concliîding treaties cf peace and commerce,
on its oîvn account. he possession cf the
right te, exorcise [lîntt power, anîd te inake
provision fur its exorcise, is tliat wliich gives
standing te the Federai Govornient cf tho
United States; and brings iwitrespect it
due$ posscss from the individual States.
The Provincial, Fedoril Govornuiont flot
having [lus riglît, and consoquently laving
n0 powver te Taise and' equip arniies and
fleets, and se construot and control works cf
national defonco, the only pnwver loft for it
tu exorcise, would be-folowing, whien pos-
sible, the maodel cf the United States-tîose
of znanaging the Post Office; and those cf
legislatiug upon questions cf natumalizatien,

patent and copyrighit. It could net bo per-
niiitted te ievy taxes beyond the moere re-
quiroînents cf its own civil Eist. An inevitable
consequenceocf Luis would ho, tlîat impost
duties and othor censiderable sources cf
revenue, in the difflerent P-rovinces, would
stili ho under [lîcir soparate control. Thon
tiore would necessarily bo soparate custouis
establishmnents, and conflicting, commercial
regulations, as at presont. It is obvious
that il icoudd îerer pay te koop tip a Federal
Govornnxent, howevcr îîîoderate the expouise
of doing se, te, perforna sucli coînparatively
unimportant duties. But, apart frein al
censidcrationsofexponso,such an institution,
tlîus alniost cbjectless and p)OiVOleS5, would
hecomne at once, an o1joct of conteînpt; and
would be practically ne Goveraniont at all.

But in con 'sonting te a union cf the Pro-
vinces, cf iatevor nature sucli union nîighit
be, the Iniperial Govorninent iwould prolJably
ho ready te yieid te, tlîem a largely iincreased
sijare of national privilogos, attended with
preportionato, national rosponsibilities, Great
Britain obviousiy dosires, evea new, te bestcw
uponl tliese Provinces the charge cf providing
and sustaining the naval and nîilitary forces
necossary te their security ngainst internai
disorder and foreigan aggeso. h o
stowai cf this charge wouid alone, it cannot
bo doubtod, give te the Federal Governinont
au important rank as a iia!ionial Governuiont;
and ivould ensuro it a groat degrc cf moral
wveight, in cvery section cf the Confederation.
It is furtiier probable, and certaiiîily verv
desirablo, tliat, in the event cf a Provincial
Union, the immense tract knoivn as the
lludson's Bay Cemipany's ierritoîics, or
Rupert's Land, w-ould very soon coule under
tlie inuniiediato control of the central Govern-
mont. If tlîat union ççerc a Aodorail one,
this important acquisition tu its exclusive
jurisdiction, ivould certainly both a-aise and
strengthen iLs position. But both thoese con-
ditions-ene cf tlîem certainly an essentiai
one-to the successful miaintenance cf a
Federal Gevernment, rest upon prebabilities
ponding in the uncertain future ; and upen
probabilities crer which tliese nîost interested
in the union have ne control.

But lot Lhe imperil Govorninent guarantoe
hetlî conditions; thon upen w~hat [crins is


