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five hundredand seven paroled militia prisoners
were obtained—as he has failed in this, we
must refer to James. “ No sooner had the
American army got possession of the Niagara
frontier, than officers with parties were sent
to every farm-house and kovel in the neigh-
bourhood, to exact a parole from the male
inhabitants of almost every age. Some were
giad of this excuse for remaining peaceably at
their houses; and those who made any
opposition were threatened to be sent across
the river, and thrown into a noisome prison.
We cannot wonder, then, that by these
industrious, though certainly unauthorized
means, the names of as many as five hundred
and seven Canadians were got ready to be
forwarded to the Secretary at War, so as, not
only to swell the amount of the loss sustained,
but by a fair inference of the force employed,

ment was to be lost, and sensible that every effort
had been made, by the oflicers and men under my
command, to maintain the post of Fort George, 1
could not consider yself justified in continuing
$0 unequal a contest, the issue of which promised
no advantage to the interestsof his Majesty’s ser-
vice. Having given orders for the fort to be
evacuated, the guns to be spiked, and the ammu-
nition destroyed, the troops under ms conmunand
were putin motion, and marched across the coun-
try in a line parallel to the Niagara river, towards
the position near the Beaver Dam, beyond Queens-
town Mountain, at which place I had the honor of
reporting to your Exccllency that a depét of pro-
visions and awmunition had been formed some
time since. The rear-guard of the army reached
that position during the night, and we were soon
afterwards joined by Licutenaut-Colonel Bisshopp,
with all the detachments from Chippewa to Fort
Eric. The light, and one battalion company of
the Sth, (king’s,) joined us about the same time,
ag did Captain Barclay, with a detachment of the
royal navy. :

Having assembled my whole force the follow-
ing morning, which did not exceed sixteen hun-
dred men, I continued my march towards the
head of the lake, where it is my intention to take
ap a positien, and shall cndeavour to maintain it,
until I may be honored with your Excellency’s
instructions, which I shall fcel most anxious to
regeive. Ibeg leaveto suggest the great import-
ance that exists for a communication being
opencd with me, through the mediom of the fleet.
YThe anchorage under Mr. Brandt's house is per-
feetly good and safe. , I béliavo your Excellency
need not be informed, that in she event of it be-
coming neceasary that I should fall back upon
York, the assistance of shipping would be requi-
site for the transport of my artillery. I cannot
conclude this long communicatton, without cx-
pressing 2 well-merited tribute of approbation to
the gallantry and assiduity of cvery officer of the
staff, and indeed of every individual compoting

on the part of the Dritish, in resisting the
attack.”

Our loss was very great, but that of the
enemy was quite as great in proportion—that
is, the number that fell in the hand-to-hand
conflict would be about equal, were we o
malke an allowance for the terrible execution
done by the filty-one gun broadside of the
vessels. The Americans themsclives state their
loss at thirty-nine killedand one hundred and
eleven wounded, which is very satisfactory;
and, as James has it, not. a little creditable to
the few regular troops and Canadiansby whom
the fort was defended. Onc extraordinary
bit of modesty is observable in Dearborn’s
official letter on this occasion. He does not
state that the British were superior in force—
this is particularly striking in an American—
he, however, hints at “the advantage the
encmy’s position afforded him.” e bave

my little army ;—every one most zealously dis-

charged the duties of hisrespective station. The

struggle on the 27th continued from three to four
hours ; and, I lament toadd, it was attended with
very severe loss.

I have the houor to enclose 2 list of the killed,
wounded, and issing, with as rsuch accuracy as
the nature of existing circumstances will admit.
Many of the missing, I hope, will be found to be
only stragglers, and will soon rejoin their corps.
1 shall reach the head of the lake to-morrow even-
ing. Hitherto the cnemy bas not ajtempted to
interrupt my movements. Iuformation reached
me this morning, through an authentic channel,
that he had pushed on three thousand infavtry,
and a considerable body of cavalry, towards
Queenston. His whole force is stated o
amount to nearly ten thousand men.

I send this despatch by Mr. Mathison, who
acted as a volunteer an the 27th; and I am happy
to inform your Exccllency, that his conduct was
very bonorable to his character, and merits my
marked approbation. Ammunition will be want.
ing by the first vessel.  Captain Milnes has been
kind enough to remain with me until my next
despatch.

1 have the honor to be, &e.
Jous Vixcest, Brig. Gen.

His Excellency Licutenant-General
Sir Geor ge Prevost, &c. &c. &c.

Return of killed, wounded, and missing, of His
Majesty's troops in action with the encmy at
Fort George, May the 27th, 1513.

Onc captain, one licutenant, one cnsign, one
serjeant, forty-cight rank and file, killed ; one
geucral-staff, ope major, two captaing, five licute-
nants, two cnsigns, four scrjeants, twenty-nine
rank and file, wounded; onc licutenant, thirteen
scrjeants, cight drummers, two hundred aud forty
rauk aud file, wounded and missing.



