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CANADA POLITICS.

AFFAIRS OF CANADA, AND THE MINISTERIAL
BILL.
. From Taut’s Edinburgh AMagazne, lor April, 1837,
CONGLUDED,

"Tue eighth Resolution of Lord John Rus-
sell 13 unother plan violation of the coustitu.
ton of the Cunadas. It is tho duty amd the
province of the Legislative Assombly not only
to rase, but to approprinte the revenues.
L'iey have, therefore, ns much right us the Bri-
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ation, thanin any period of three times tho
length, when under British control. Their
population bas increased sevenfold, and their
wenlth in a still greator dogree. The enter-
prise and energy of their inhabitants are une-
qualled in tho history of the humun ruce: and
the benefits derived by Britain from commer-
cinl intercourse with their free citizens, has
been infinitely groater than they could have
beon, had our duminion continued undisturbed
to this day.

ush House of Commons, or any ather Assem-
bly on earth, to stop the supplies. According-
ly, finding all their remonstrances, representa.
tons, and petitions rejected, they at fength, in '
1832, exercised their undoubted “constitutional |
privilege of stopping the supplies; a measure !
which the Whig Mr.—now the Tory Lord'
—Stanley, especially recommended in 1829,
How his Lordship can reconcile his conduet,
when Coloninl Seeretary, in 1834, nnd s
speeches in Parlinment now, with b s letter in
1820, we leave him to explain.  In that lester!
he says, and snys truly, “ A constitutional
wode 1s open 1o the people, of addressing for’
the removal of the advisers of the Crown,”
(was he then anxious for office?) ¢ and refus-
ing supplics, if necessary, to sopport their
wishes””  Mr Stasley peshiaps thought that the
remedy of stopping tire supplies would prove,
in Canuda, what 1t has been of lute in this
country—a fine thing to talk about, a fine
threat, but which would never be carried into
cffect. But the Canudian representatives be-
tng returned, not by the arisiocratic class and
tiseir dependants, but by the people, under a
system of franchisc approaching universal suf-
fruge, have not merely stopped the supplics,
but to such good effect that four and a half
years’ salary are now due the judges and other
officials ; the whole umount bemg £ 142,160.
There happens however, tobe a sum nearly
eqaal w the Canundiau treasury, and Lord Jobn
Russell means to seize it and pay the Salartes ;
taus seting at nought the undoubted counstitu-
twnal night of the Legisiative Assembly to stop

'

‘The cry which wall no doubt be rawsed a-
gninst the pacific and friendly separntion of
the two countries will doubtless be * The Dis-
memberment  of the Empire !’ Iuthe igno-
rance which prevails in this country, of statis-
tics and political matters, a cry is wuch more
efiicacious thun an argument. Thousands
hear the former, while not one in 1 hundred
will listen to the latter.  But the truth is, hike
the ery “ Dismewnberment of the Empire!”
the * Churchin dunger!”,* No Popery !” is
rmsed solely by those who wish to maintain

,the system aof corruption and plunder which

has so long extsted, ‘The colontes have afford-
ed tou valuable a tneans for providing far the
Noodles and Doodles of the aristocracy, who
were not prescntuble at wome, and for replen-
shing those purses which had been emptied by
profligacy and debauchery, to be given up
without a desperate straggle. If they be driv-
en into rebellion so much the better, inthe
eyes of aristocrats, whether Tories or Wings.
Troops and ships will be required to coerce
the Canadinn rebels, or at least to make the
attempt ; and heace there will be anincreased
expenditure of public money, and commissions
to bescow among the favered class. The Lord
Charleses and the Lord Johns, whose patui-
mouies have sufiered from feats of Sauter la
coupe, performed by more expert knaves than
themselves, will be provided for; and what
proves beuneficial to these classes is, of course,
advantngeous to the whole community.

To console thuse who louk ut the separation
of 2 culony frum the wothier country w a mere
pecnuiary point of view, we have a few re-

the supplics. It would have been not one wint
more unconstitutional, had he ordered the Bri-!
tssh troops, in the Province, to seize the manev-!
und we 2aspect that the Canadians will not he!
uble to disunguish any differance hetween the

une procceding and the other.  “I'hey ore both!
nuthing else than appesls to force.  Maners

are now, ndeed. brouzht very closelv to the !
state 1n which they were i the ald colonies st
the time of thesr revoit. The DBrinch Parlia-
ment does not, 1t 13 true, asF~-t the rieht their
predecessors did to tax the ~olonies ; but they
do whatis equsvalent ; und by an overwheln-
lag Majunity too: they take upon them to ap-
proprinte—that 15, to spend the revennes of the
Canadians. 11 taxauon without representation
Vus sixty years ago ulumately admitzed by all
partics to be nothing but tyraunv, by what
term shall we designate the expenditure of the
taxes, when collected, without representatinn

Matters have becomu that pass, that the ouly
true course to be followed with Lover Cana-
da. 18 for the Dritich Governmeut geaeiously
andcandidlyto free it from restraint,and allow
its inhabitants to choose the form of Govern-
went Which pleasesthem. If we cannot govorn
when for gond, letus not do it for evil.  Sepa-
vate tn peace, aond we shall b rewarded for
the morufication such acoutse may give the
pride of somo few among us, by the extension
of a beneficial commenieial mrercourse with o
cauntry yet ta its infancy, and which, with un-
restricted freedom in ity institations, will pro-
ceed iu its career of prosperity with the most
rapid strides. Inthe sixty years which have
clapsed since the declaration of American in-
dependence, the United States have made grea-
ter advances in wealth, population and civlliz-

marhs to ofter.  Many catertamn the opunon
that w colony 13 to a sinte what an estate 1s to
a private individual —a soutce wheuce an -
cotue of tevinue s detved,  But—wauth the ex-
cepian, we belicvy, of Jamawa, aed vue or
o u hicts—none of the Bnush colonies pays
the eapense of its own auterual government.
Tle peuple of thus country ase at the sule ex-
peise of their naval and mdhary defence.—
Tlus fur the Notdy American colosies aud the
Weat Lidies, cxcceds a mdlion and a lalf a-
yeat. Uuder the statute of 1775 no revenue
can, by any wrcumstances, Lo rased i these
coluiies fur the seruce of Britain.  But then,
it wall be sad, we have the monopoly of thear
tiade, o huclios heldaut as of greut consesjuence.
The truth i», however, that the tutal tmports
iieGicat Dratain from aill the N. Amencan
colouwsin 1331, amounted anly to £1,456,209
and the eaports to £3,074,128 in official value,
frum winch vue Unrd must be deducted, to as-
ceraun the renl value. In thz abuve year, we
unported into the Cnnted Kingdom, front Low-
er & Uppor Canada to the amount of £902,914,
and exported £1,922,038, both in official value.
Now let the profit on the Canadian trade be
sctdown as high as any one desires— although
there 1s no reason to suppose that 1tis more
valuable even to the merchnnt engaged in it,
than the trade with the United States or other
foraign countries—it will be found exceedingly
difficult to malke it balance following items on
the other side of the shieet.  First we have, for
naval and mlitary defence of these Colonies,
an annual expense of £260,000, or more than
ten per cent, on the toral amount of the exports
and mports.  Then we have o nullion expen-
ded within a short period on the foruficsions

of Quebec ; a mullion and a half on eanals and
other public works, £693,000 of which has
been expended on the Ridenu Canal, winch
will be of service only when we are at wor
with the Americaus; for, durning peaco, the St.
Lawrence affurds n much better route for stup-
ping. A new preject has lately been set on
fuuty in which our Guvernment have already
cmiployed some of the engincers in makiug
surveys.  We allude to the rodroad from St
Audrew’s in the Bay of Fundy to Quebee, by
means of which 1200 mmiles of dangerous nuvis
gation in the St. Lawrence, and along the
cousts at its mouthwould besaved, But whero
is the money to cutne from to make a railroad
of 230 miles? Nowhere but trom  the overtax-
ed habitants of Britain 5 and a deputation of
the colomsts 1s on its wuy to this country to
solict funds from our Governmeut faor tue pur-
pose. ‘The injury wo have sustained from the
North American colonies by supporting their
timber trade is incalculable. By levying a
duty on Baltic timber from five to six times
Ingher than on that from our own colouies, we
have seriously 1jured our trade with the whole
Baltic. Instead of 1000 Britsh ships landing
at Memel yearly, the number has sunk to 250
or 300 ; and the trade with Nurway and Swe-
den has almost disappeared. 'I'he landlords
prevent our taking corn or cattle from the
states surrounding the Ballic—the colonists,
from taking timber. The interests of these
parties must of course be protected, while that
of the public is too general a matter to be atall
attended to.  As we will not tnke corn and
timber, the only things the nations on the Bal.
taic have to dispose of, they have it not in
their povwer to take tho cottons and wmlber ms-
nufnctured goods of Britain ; and their Govern-
ments, being irritated by the sellish and exclu-
sive cutnmericul system of Dritain, are orga-
niz:ng an equally restrictive system for the
exclusion ¢f British goods, to which a great
part of Germany bas nlready declarcd its ac-
cession  Frery one knows the very inferior
qunlity of the North American tiwber, and
how liable it is to the dry rot. Since the Cus-
tom House ~equered almost to be rebuilt, on
account of American timber having Leen used
in its ennsiruction, it 1S nuet penmitted to be
employed in nuy Lublic edifice.  Some years
~go, severnl Prigntes were built, uader the di-
rection of Sir Robert Seppings, some of them
of Baltic aud the others of Cauvadian fir; and
the result was, while the former lasted sight
vears, the Intter did not last fuur,. Yet to eu-
conrage the cousumption of this bad and dear
timber, ard to prevent the importauon of elieap
and excellent timber from the Balue, the peo-
ple of the United Ringdom are taxed probably
n million ayenr, while it is exceedingly dvulit-
ful if the trade we foster at so great an expense
is not injurious to the colonies, Ly removing
industry and capital from the cultivation of the
of the soil, nrd engaging them in an employ-
ment which, from the mauner in which 1t is
carried on, is extremely demoralising. and has
completcly fuiled in one of the chief ohjects
for which it was encouraged—clearing the soil
of trees 3 not ane inten of the trees being worth
the catting for timber.

A great evil attending colonies 1s the wars
in wlueh they involve us. We have scen the
expensive preparations we are making in Ca-
nada alone, for war.  DMost of the wars we
were engaged in inthe last century arase out of
coloninl questions.  The war wiich commen-
ced in 1739, aud lasted nine years, arose from
the Spamards wm Ameniea insulting our old
colomes, and from squabbles abuut cuttine loa.
wood 1n the bay of Campeachy. Itadded to
our national debt twenty-nine millions. The
war of 1756 originated n disputes with the
; French, about certain districts in Nova Seotia
It lested seven years, aud augmesnted our debt




