NEW SPELIXNG

RivaL MEpIcAL DicTroNARIS.—Readers
of our July number wil remember a for-
cibl plea by Dr Gould and his reference
to sordid interests of publishers. This or
other reason has spurd Messrs Lippincot,
Philadelfia, to anounce a new edition of
their Thomas’ Medical Dictionary to be
calld Lippincot’s. Gould’s notation of or-
thoepy is not the best: so, Lippincot says:

“The system of indicating pronunciation. . .
is new and original. It renders posibl ac-
urat representation of sounds to a degree that
no other system has as yet ataind, and almost
entirely without confusion of diacritical marks.”
Their way is to mark secondary and weak
vowels by italic leters. Theirorthoepy is
acceptabl, tho we wud rather see acidu-
lous with “yu,” not “iu,” in third sylabl.
In abducens, etc., “iu” is preferabl, becaus
in mid-sylabl. -tion is “shon.” Further,

“In speling, wise conservatism has toned down
the radical tendency of the times [Oh! no.] into
a moderat cours, suited to a decent and literary
use of the language, good uzage and tho'tful con-
sideration rather than hasty enthusiasm being
the guides.”
which but means that Gould’s hot shot is
not without efect! Keep it up!

CORESPONDENCE.

QUOTATIONS—PRETERITS IN CAR-
LYLE—FREDRIC.
S1r,—In yur April number yu quote
Tennyson’s lines
“That man’s the true conservative
Who lops the withered branch away.”
without droping a useles e at the end of
conservrtive or the second e from withered.
Yu treat a quotation from Campbell in
like maner. Why?

While it is true that our poets hav all
along uzed preterits in t of the types sipt,
drest, they hav never disapeard holly from
our prose, as witnes stormtost, frostniptin
Carlyle’s Sartor Resartu< (Book 11, chap-
ter 2); as also rapt in Book 11, chapter 6.
Ther ar quite a number of noteworthy spel-
ings in his Frederick. Why do we spel
Frederick as three sylabls and with un-
necesary ¢ or k, when German Friedreich
has but two sylabls andno k? Did not we
get the name from German on accesion of
the Hous of Hanover? The son of George
11, the Prince of Wales who predeceast his
father, was so named. Hav we erlier ex-
ampls in our literature?

Toronto. : A L. H.

[In quotations from clasics it seems beter
to giv the author’s word-forms, or, if not
his, then his printer’s (for that is what it
amounts to comonly) or those of histime.
So, in quotations from Chaucer, Spenser,
Shakspear, Milton, Pope, Goldsmith, Ten-
nyson, et al., we try to giv originals.—Ebp.]

DIFTHONGS—ILLIBERALITY.

Sir,—As signs for difthongs I prefer iu,
ai, au, ®i. Ther has been much fussing
about ai. We may as wel setl down to ai,
which shows that it is a difthong.

Tho a Liberal and Reform government
reigns at Ottawa, it seems that it is illiber-
al to speling reform. Yu may wel envy
yur felo-jurnalists their privilege of mail-
ing sampl copis at the uzual rates. I
dont see why it can justly be denied THE
HerALD—not an advertizing dodge, but
discusing for the public weal neglected
questions of great import. Longliv THE
HeraLD! Evry frend of progres shud giv
it generos and enthusiastic suport. Its
size and frequency of apearance ar mat-
ers of secondary consequence;of prime
importance ar that it shud, first, giv the
right key-note; second, be kept going.
Ashtabula, O. L. LYON.

PAPERS PRACTISING AMENDMENT.

Sir,—I am glad to find The Voice,which
I get weekly from New York, continuing
to uze some Amended Speling. Itwud be
wel to publish a list of papers which reg-
ularly print reformd speling of some sort.

]It might be no harm too to urge frends of

speling reform to patronize such papersin
preference toothers devoted to similar ob-
jects but uzing old speling. 1 hope that
yu wil liv long and be adequatly suported

in yur eforts to diseminate beter speling.
Toronto. WM H. ORR.

[The list wil be suitabl for our cover.—~Eb.]

NEWS NOTES.

—Mr H.Drummond, Hetton-le-Hole, Eng,, is the
new secretary of the “Speling Leeg.” Prof. Max
Mueller retains the presidency.

—4“The Annual of New Speling” for 1898 wil be
redy in November. It wil consist of the four is-
sues of THE HERALD for 1897 with suitabl cover,
sent postpaid for 10 cents. The cover wil contain
a Platform. Anyone ‘“having ideas” of the tho't-
ful, wel-digested, sterling kind is invited to con-
tribute sound “planks.” The day for loosly rea-
sond “‘glitering genralitis” has past: we shud get
to work ernestly. .

— A new dictionary was projected by the Phil-
ologic Societis and material therfor begun to be
colected forty years ago. After a world of trubl
and delay the Clarendon Pres, Oxford,undertook
the gigantic task and pecuniary risk of publica-
tion. The first part, hat the words begining with
A, apeard in 1884 with title: A New English Dic-
tionary on Historic Principls. By this is ment
that it shal giv, amid much els, word-forms as
they changed in past centuris, each proved and
exemplified by apt quotations from originals.
Succeeding parts havcompleted words in A, B, C
and E. Those in D and F ar nearly so—likely to
be finisht this year, and G started. A, B, C, I§ ar
in charge of Dr Murray as editer-in-chief; E,F, G
ar under Mr Henry Bradley. The first volume,
comprising A and B, costs about $13; the second,
C only, the same. Tho yet unfinisht. it is of great
service for words beyond F,for many of which
what we wish to no at the time may be inferd by
Analogy from a word in erlier parts.



