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lie haà l ain there iu sutieuring xnontli

after montii, year after yepr, till every joint
w'as stiff, and ciermy touch gave hlmi pain.
]le lifa( Leconte s-) deaf that bis loiig,
patient muother hwal to shout i'xto bis var
ivlhen A.ie a,,Ied imi a question.

Kind neighibours, wvho luolzed in ta tmry and
amuse Ifinii, went away withi Sad ])carte, feel-
iug that there wvas nothing they could 110w
do to liellp bu»i on this earth.

'f'oin had 'L. en ta inany hospitals, but noc
doctors coula '-.ure or hielp Mim, bie only gc
%voïse day hy day. Most piteous w~as it ta
thil k of passibly a ion- life stili before him,
utterly helpless, nothing to do, but aias!
pleity to stiffer. Tifink of what thatmens.
At lutt lis fricuiis got iinto the xvay of çay-
in,, 'kI is of litt!-t uze to jy- and -zee huxn,
fur lie cannot hear -- w-ord wve say.'

()I' r er.,evercd in their Izind vibits, and
Sametimes played at quiet gaines with hlm
that wvhulei away a feu' sifeéring hours.

At anc tume Tcm cotuld colauir autlined
texts, but at ]ast bis fingers wc.. unable to
hold the brtsh ; lie eotuld thon do xiothing,
only endure, and this lie did %with patienc,.

Saine wvondercd ivhy a Iaviug Father
sbould leave this young man to suifer so long,
whlist ather mon, happy and useftil, 'vere
called away. 1 said sa one day ta a good
clergyman, w'lim I was conducting ta lus

hosc ls an wer as, '\ 'e do flot ]:nowv
wbhat deep Nyorl, Gad inay ho doing ilil1m1
soul.'

That wvas iu January ; six rnanths Inter ho
iças mueli worse; pain bad hecoume alinost
torture. lot stili lie lay patient and good,
sa far as aur cyes couid sec. But God socs
dIccpy. Hol secs the very root of aur sins. And
le loves uis sa match that He will purg,,e thomt
tlirotrmly away by the power of suifering,
as iwell as hy the love ivhich gave itself tao
-%vash away aur sins.

Sa Taon Iny an that bied of pain for thre
xnonths more, and it wa when 2ve should
have thotiglt lie could bear no more, that anc
day lie burst out juta singiing praises and
bymnrF, and kept repcating, ' I amn sa happy;
my pains are nothing, ta me.'

Wonderftil indced!
About tînt tiuic I receivcd a letter, whichi
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1 Nvill quate 'I& want to tell yau about
poor 'rom. I weiat to sec bimt a few daye.
ago, and %iab quite touiched by the poor
fellow. l li es ti re in an awful state,
budily, but as happy in immd as pos?-ible, in
constant communion %vitli God. is joy
buip;fszes ail eartbly happine&s. ie takes.
lIardly any foed, ouly grapes and eggs. 1
hope lie cannot last inucli longer. lie said,
Il You will tell the lady, won't you? 1 want
evelyono ta knowv howv good God is, and liawv
happy J. ain."'

A few days latcr 1 got another letter, Eay-
ing,' Tonm is mnucli chauged, but looks verýy
peaecful, and >ays over and aver again, I
amn quite 1-.tppy, for the Lord is witl me.«'
lie fears not death, L~ut Nvaits patieutly foi:
the bl!zssed caîl.'

Ten days lator lie was stili alive. R1e
ashed for the Holy Communion for the last
tirnie.

I >aor lPellow, xiathing- can ho more terrible
f han his condition; lie does not even take
f le niik and eggs now, but is stili in the
Zame happy state of mid.'

just then a young man, but littie aider
than hiniseif, died after threc days' ilness.

What a contrast? Wlien ivould poor Tom
be taken ?

The Iast food lie took was the Blesse'd
B3ody and Blood of our Lord in the Sacra-
ment of the Lord's Suppor.

I saw him ciglit d«ys «fier iltat. Sanie
flowers were standing by bis lied. lie bad
abked for t'hem frai» the home of one who
liad been very kind to him, in order ta hoe
ready ta put luta his coffin.

Hee had told his inother hc should go ivhen
thoy' IlI homne-chme " for theyotungman just
dead.' They eall it Ilhome-ch iming' in our
parts wvhen the pas-.ýing bell rings.

And thiat day Tom's ivords came true. Hle
too went home.

is last. ivords to me wcre of his Lord.
« I cannot £ce Hlm, but Hoe is always there.

jHe lhelps me ta hear my pains.' 1-fe spake
to evcry visitor of this comforting Friend.
To sorte lie said, 'bu don't knoiv ivhat Hle
is; go tc Hlm n~

Yes, Tom hai 'faund the Lord,' mmd that
ivas wh 1 bis joy surpa2zsed ail earthiyjoy.


