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LETTERS FROXM THE WEST INDIES,
DeMERARA, March ¢, 1866,
Dean REVIEW,~
N my provivas Jolters T have been able to girvo you
particular facts In reference to the thres most
important West India Colonics, In this I can only
gue you a few general statements as to tho eatent
aud productive puwers of the remaining islands lying
in the uclghborhood of thuse alrendy spohen of. To
mako this shorter aud more futcdligble, T will gho
the statistics in a tabulne form
POPULATION AT THE CENSUS TAKEN IN EACH OF TIL
UNDERMENTIONED YEARN,

Anount of

Colony. Yeor. " paratior,

Antigua. ..., ... 1885 3,403
e .. 1861 35,412
Dominien... ... .18 25,065
Grenada .. 1868 31,900
L 3015 33,027
Nevis..oooo...,.1881 0,523
St Kitts .......1861 24,455
St. Lucia........1801 23,674

St. Vineent...... . 1861 31,563
Tobago.... ....1861 9

And as to the value of imports anad exports of the:o
various Colonies, tho fullowsng figures walt be fornd

accurate:—
iy YAar Ve rPlmrote Vo ofbu ot

Antigua. ... 1862 £185,353 £266,327
[ [ ] 173,912 £39,650
Dominica . ..1863 48,257 72,855

" ceses 43,658 49,
Grenada 1863 90,075 112,477
. veeen 186 108,938 146,271
Neviz.,......1863 34,021 49,992
o 71861 226 16,039
St. Rits... ...1863 151,885 15,636
W el 1800 9,000 325,408
St. Lucin..... 1863 49,653 83,711
‘" oere 1881 90 363 111,333
St. Vincent.. . 1863 108,489 142,837
" . 1861 101,268 150,413
Tohago....... 1663 46,869 48,961
G 18 19,782 €4,236

Autigua, the first Colouy mentioned in this list, was
discor ered by Columnbus in 1493, who nomed it atter a
church in Seville, Sata Marwe (& Auligua It waz
inbabated by a few English in 1632, and in 1663,
Charles 11 made a format grant of thoe islands to Lord
Willoughby, who sent out alargzo number of Coloniste
After n Urief interval of French occupation, it was de.
clated a Buitish possession by the Treaty of Breda,
1666. Tho Governor-in-Chiefof the Leeward Islands,
Col. Stepten J. 11iM, C.B., tformerly Governor of
Sierra Leona,) resides at $t. Johny, the chief town of
Antigua.  This beautiful island has one drawback
oniy: it possesses no rivers, and few springs, and js
conscquently exposed to frequent drougnts; yet, not.
withstanding  thts, it {3 admirably adapted to tho
growthof sugar caue, cotton, and many tropical fruits,
andas justly celebrated as producing the finest pine
applo in tho ¥West Indies,

Domimea, lying between Antigua and Barbadoos,
1san wiang more than twico the size of the former,
and pearly doublo that of the latter. It is moantain.
ous, aud presents & very fine and bold appearance, as
scon from tho sea. It fs fertile, and possesses, 'n
many pais, a8 luxunant soil; but its inhabitants do
not possess the same energy and ambition that chiarac-
tenze thorr nesghbors at Antigua. The population i3
composed of & mixturoe of French, English, and negro,
and both fanguages are spoket. Tha island was ceded
in 1763 to the English by tho Treaty of 'aris, It was
occupied by the French during the American Revolu.
tion, but at the peace wasagain transferred to Englana

Nevis and St. Kitts aro only separated from cach
othier by a narrow strait two miles in width. The
former i8 nothing but a single mountain, and its tota)
area only 20 squaro miles St Kitts, however e very
considerably larger, and i3 & prosperons and thriving
colony. It has ite own machinery of Government,
Houeo of Assembly, Legislative Council, and Licut -
Governor, and is a woll-poverned and con‘ented little
island. The Qlimate of St. Kitts and Antizua is said
to be vory favorable to consumptives, and all persons
eifveted with pulmonary complaints.

The remaiping four islands—Grenada, St Vineent,
St. Lucia, aud Tobago, lio near ecach otlier, Grenada
is very prosperous, and is steadily increasing in popus
lation, St. Viucent, a well-ordered island, a little
larger than Grenada, pessesses 1o less than 62 schools,
and is a friendly rival of its last-mentioned neighbvor,
About half the extent of cultivated land in this istand
s under cane and arrowroot cultivation. In 1864,
upwards of 1,501,265 ibs of arrowreot were oxported.
St Lucia, jn addition to Iargo quantities of sugar,
rom and maolssses annunlily exports considerablequan.
tities of cocon.  ¥n 1864, 211,759 tbs. were shipped. It

m o e

{2a very mountainous ang high island, and is known
unfavorably throughout tho West Indfes for its venom-
ous reptiles—tho deadly bushmaster being very com.
mon. Nearly 80 deaths a year are said to bo cauvsed
by snake bites.  Yobago, the last of the tslands [ have
alluded to fn this letter, is a thriving feland, and was
oaco celebrated for its cotton and fndigo, In 1730,
2,619,000 1bs of cotton, and 27,000 Ibs, of indigo, were
exported to Logland. The formation of the island is
evidently volcaunte, its physieal aspect is irregular and
pleturcsque, with conical hills aund ridges, which
descend from a common haso or dorsal ridge, 1800
feet high, and 20 miles fin length,

Having thu: concluded an fmperfect survey of the
West [ndian Tslands, it would be well, perhnps, to
ask, wliero have these fslanda hitherto purchasged their
breadstufly and mavy other Imports? The avswer
will Le: Chiefly from the United States.  But, at the
sanie time, yout will be told, as [ have been told, that
they are, to a very Jarge extent, of Canadian growth
and production, 1f, then, the Americans me the eav-
riers and agents 1or the sale ot (anadian products,
tho placing the management of the dicg 0-al of these
preduct« in the hands of the principals themselves,
ought not to iujure or cause decrease in the trade!
For we know that the advantazes to be deeived from
dirveet teade, with a divcet interchange of commedis
ies, are superior to an indirect trade and no such
interchange. Indeed, ono cannot sce, it matters not
in what light you regard it, how that the movement
in favor of developing the trade between the West
{ndian I<*ands and the Colonies of B. N Amerien,
can fail to bo productive of good and beneficial results.
It is very favorably regarded in the West Indles, and
looked upon with cqual faver in B. N. Asnerica,
Action, then, 13 nceded only, to give the feeling tan-
gible expression, aud so perfect and cement together
those relations which interest and policy point out to
be the natural order of things. Your merchants
Should Iook to this—they are the nterested pasties,
ard I can assure you that in any steps they iay take
to perpetuate and streugthen comumercial or other
relations with their Sister Colonfes in the Tropics,
they will meet with the hearly cu-operatiun of the
merchants and planters of tho West Indics.

Great Fire in Detroit.
On Thursday of last week the deputs and oflices of
the Detrcit & Milwaukeo and Michigan Southern
2ailroads, tugethier with alarge wumber of passenger
and freight cars, and an immense quantity of valuable
frdight, were entirely destroyed by fire. Tho first
alarm was given about fen o cluch at might, and the
flames spread with such rapidity, that altheugh the
firc-engines were soon un fhe ground, all that could be
attemupted was to cunfing them to the Ralroad bund-
ings. Tho night express ov the Detroit & Mlwauvkee
Ruad, consisting of baggage, twy passenger aud sleep-
ing cars, had been mado ap, and already cvntained a
nurober of passengers, When the alarm was given, a
rash was made for the doors, and a scenc of tho wild-
et colfusivi ensued  Most of the passengers escaped,
but it is aimost certain that ono infirm old may,
and anvther man in 8 beastly state of intuxication,
perished.  The steamer * Windros, wlichlay at the
duch, was also burnt, and a number of lives were lost,
many having been driven by thoe flames to trust them-
selves to the waters, been seen to sink and rise again
no mure.  Several schooners weie Lihewse destroyed.
I'ho total Juss 1t Is almust amposuble to estimate at
preseut. ” The Detroit & Milwashee Lompany arp the
heaviest Jorers, but the Michigan Southiern and the
Great Western havoalso Jost a very large smount in
froght and cars.  Tho firo1s smd to have originated
in the D. & M. fraght-depot, through a barrel con-
taining oi}, naphtha or benzine, wluch was being
rotled out, and was scen to be leaking shghtly., An
attendant camo netr wath a hglt, which ho carclessly
passed above and near tho barrcl, when tho cscaping
mas igmited, and 1 an instant tho work of destruction
was beguu. At latest accounts the number of dcaths
by fire and drowning wero over tuenty.
[ ——

Tho Sugar Duties.

A letter from Mr. Gladstono to the Clyde Crushed
Sugar Association has dispelled 2 unotion, which had
caused no small uncasiness in tho sugar trade, that
the forthcoming budget would announco an alteration
in tho sugar dutics. Mr. Gladstono gives his corres-
pondents to understand that no reduction or adjust.
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ment in the scalo of duty is contemplated in the
present year at least. -

0il Springs—Pu |, Meoting.

A meeting, caned by Mr. A, Mackenzie, Member
for the Couney of Lambton, was held at it Springs
on tho 25th ult , and apeeches mado by Mr. Mackenzle,
Mr € G Bsuee, Prestdent ot the uit Springs Beard
of Trado, and others  Tho speakers scemied to be all
agreed that protection agalust American oils was
necexdary, and Mr. Mackenzie pledged Wimself that
his influcnce woull be exerted for the obtaining of o
duty upon American oil coming into Canada. Mr, A,
Bufott wanted to know 3T it was not competent for tho
Governor in Council to impose this duty in advanco
of the meeting of Parliament, but »eas infornmed that
the Gorernor had no such prerogativo 08 the lovying
of taxes without tho consent of the people’s represon-
tatlves; so Mr, Elliott will have to bo content to wait
We lave already expressed an opinfon, thet §t is usc-
lees andd unwize to attem~* to stimilate the production
of ofl in Cannaln by tegi ..ive Interference, which Ia
unjust in principle, and rarely productive of ultimate
Lenetit to the Interests desired to bo fosterad,

—_——
Ship-Builders vs. Ship-Carpenters.

The ship-catpenturs, joneia aud cauikers of New
York and vicinity have ‘struck,’ demanding that
cight hours inctead of ten shall coustitute a day’s
labor. ‘The ship-buillers and mastenshipurights aro
unwitling to accede to their demands, and have held
a2 mecting, at which tho following resolution was
passed, with a preamblo sctting forth, that, under
present circumstances, the demands ot the workmon
were utwjse and unjust, aud woutd be ruitions to their
employers:—

Resolved,~That e, the master-shipbmlders, ship.
wrights and joiners of Now York and vicivity, do
hereby pledge ourselves and our respective firms not
to hire or employ In our estabMshments ayy member
of tho above-named arsuciation, unless by giving u
his badge, or furnbling satisfactory evidence that aﬁ
cpnnecaon with such associations” has been severed,
That we shall eaercise our onn jurdgment and discres
tion regarding the number ot appientices wo should
employ, and shall dv ahateser we deem essential for
tho promotion of their best intrrests and our own,
That_we will open our respective estabiihwments on
Monday, April 3, or as sooti as practicable, to such of
our meckanics as will rerume work, gubject to the
foregoing resotutiona und under the old regulations
a8 to time, aud with the assuranco that they will be
protccted,

Lead at Buckingham.

A mine of searly pure fead has been discovered by
accident in the vicinity of Buckingham. A farmer
drawing cedar posts out of a swamp struck o rock
with the wheels of Ins wagon, which splintered and
exposcd to view 3 mass of almost pure metal. Thoe
vein was subsequently Iaid bare to tho extent of sixty
feet by four feet in width of equally valuablo ore.
speamens sent 1o 3ir Win. Logan were pronounced
by him to be the best yct fouud in Canada. Bucking-
ham s snach excited over the discovery, and the lIand
i wluch it was made has gone up enormously in
value.

with all on Board.

Another new large fron screw-steamer, similar to
the ill-fated London, Amalia and Granadian steamers,
fs, we regret to say, believed to have founder-
ed, with every soul on board. She was the Nur.
budda, 1357 tong register, commanded by Captain
Hardy, belonging to the Bombay and Bengal Steam
Shipping Company and was considered & first class
steamship, having been built under special survey of
Lloyd's survoyors. She was only launched last sum.
mer from Messrs. T Vernon's shipbuilding yard, at
Liverpool, and having received her full equipment sho
safled from that port for Bumbay on the 18th Novem-
ber last, with a crew of about fifty hands, Thereis no
doubt shie encountered the full fury of thoso disastrous
gales which, from that timo until the month of Janu,
ary, swept the Atlantie. The Now York packet ship
Alblop, which arrived at Liverpoul on the 21st Nov.,
reported having signolled her on tho 19th, inlat. JON,
tong. © W.; she was then apparently in distress, being
under canvas only, but tha weather was too heavy for
the Albion to bear down for her. As timo wore on
tho premium to effuct insurances on her gradeally in.
ercaged. until at Iast it stood at 85 luulnc:n; net” per

This was ur\v:\rds of a month ago, ang sinco
then the underwriters have rettled thelr loss-under
full bejief that the unfortunatoe steamor has foundered
and will nover be heard of. She was considered as
strong a built steamer a3 cver went tosea. llerexs
treme length was 260 feet, breadth of beam 3f feet 3
inches, depth of hold 21 feet inches. ship vigged, with
engines of 240 horse-power, and butlt with four waten
tight compartments, Itis reported that insurances
were effected on her and her cargo to the extent of

Supposed Fouundering dof acothsr Large Steamer



