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Lesson V. SAUL TRIES TO KILL DAVID May 2, 1915

BETWEEN THE LESSONS—After David had slain Goliath (seo last Lesson, ch. 17: 38-51), he was received
permanently into Saul's service (ch. 17 : 55-58), and a close friendship sprang up between David and Saul's sun
Jonathan, ch, 18: 1-4. The rest of ch, 18 is occupied with the story of Saul's envious attempt to kill David (vs.
5-18), of tho king's treacherous offer to David of his clder daughter, Merab, in marriage (vs. 17-19), of David's
marriage to Michal, Saul’s younger daughter, vs, 20-28. Meanwhile Saul's hatred of David increased, while David
grew in favor with the people.

GOLDEN TEXT—Whoso putteth his trust in the Lord shall be safe.—Proverbs 329 : 25.
Memorize vs. 4, 5. THE LESSON PASSAGE—1 Samuel 19 : 1-12,
Samuel, ch. 19.

1 And Saul spake to Jon’athan his son, and to all glmld_Saul sware, A48 tho Lord liveth, he shall not be
. slain.

Study 1

his servanta, that they should 1 kill Da‘vid.

.2 But Jon’athan Saul's soy delighted much in Da’-
vid : and Jon‘athan told Da’vid, saying, Saul my
father seceketh to kill thee: now therefore, I pray
thee, take heed to thyself 2 until the morning, and abide
in a secret place, and hide thyself :

. .3 And I will go out and stand beside my father in
the field where thou art, and I will commuue with my
father of thee ; and 2 what I see, that I will tell thee.

.4 And Jon‘athan spake good of Da‘vid unto Saul
his father, and said unto him, Let not the king sin
against his servant, against Da’vid ; because ho hath
not sinped against thee, and beeause his works hare
beer: to theeward very good :

5_Tor ho ¢did put his life in his hand, and 5slew the
Phil’istine, and the Lorp wrought a great 8 salvation
for all Is'racl : thou sawest ¢, and didst rejoico : where-
iore then wilt thou sin against innocent blood, to slay
Da‘vid without a cause ?

6 And Saul hearkened unto the voice of Jon’athan :

7 And Jon‘athan called Da'vid, and Jon‘athan
shewed him all those things. And Jon'athan brought
Da'vid to Saul, and he was in his presence, as $in times

past. . .

8 And there was war again : and Da’vid went out,
and fought with the Phil'istines, and slow them with
a great slaughter ; and they fled * from him.

9 And the evil spirit from the Lorp was upon
Saul, as he sat in his housg with his ! javelin in his
band : and Da'vid played with his hand.

10 And Saul sought to smite Da’vid even to the
wall with the ! javelin ; but he slipped away out of
Saul's presencs, and he smote the 1) javelin into the
wall : and Da’vid fled, and escaped that night.

11 12 Snul also sent messengers unto Da‘vid’s house,
to watch him, and to slay him in the morning : and
Mi‘chal Da’vid's wife told him, saying, If thou save
not thy life to night, to morrow thou shalt be slain.

12 So Mi‘chal let Da’vid down through 1* a window :
and he weat, znd fled, and escaped.

Revised Version—!slay ; 2in the ; 3if I see aught, I will ; ¢ Omitdid ; 3 smote ; 8 victory ; ?put to death ;

$beforetime ; ¢ before him ; 19an ; ! gpear; 12 An

Saul sent ; B the.

*HOME DAILY BIBLE READINGS

M.—Saul tries to kill David, 1 Sam. 19 : 1-12.
T.—Saul tries to kill David, 1 Sam. 19 : 13-24.
W.—73he power of envy, Prov. 27 : 1-12.

Th.—The Lord searcheth the heart, Jer. 17 : 5-10.
F.—Saul's envy, 1 Sam. 18 : 10-16.
S.—Envy worketh evil, James 3 : 13-18.

Sunday—God’s timely presence in fear, Acts 27 : 20-29.
THE LESSON EXPLAINED

I. Saovr’s CoMmAND.
—1-3. Saul spake; in a
sudden outburst of passion.
To Jonathan ; Saul's eld-
est son; his name means
“*Jehovah hath given.” In
chs. 13, 14 he appears as
a brave and successful war-
rior. To all hisservants;
courticrs and attendants,
Jonathan . . delighted
much in David. Ch.18:
1-4 has slready told of the
friendship of the two. Jon-
athan told David ; brav-
ing tho king's anger because
of love for his friend. In
the morning (Rev. Ver.).
place in the ovening.
known to them both.
country.

Tho conversatior took
A secret place; ono well
In the finld; in the open
Wheroe thou art. Jonathan would lead his
father near David's hiding place, so that no time

might beo lost in warning him. I will tell thee.
Jonathan would let David know at once whether he
had been able to influence his father.

II. JONATHAN’S APPEAL~4, 5. Jonathan
spako good of David ; a bold thing to do, secing that

Saul was so madly jealous.
Lot not the kingsin ; by
shedding innocent blood.
He hath mot sinned
against thee. There had
been in David no disloyalty
to the king. His works
have been . . very good.
David had been a faithful
servant. Put hig life in
his hand ; risked his life
on the skill of his hand
when he went against Go-
linth. The Lord wrought
a great victory. By as-
cribing the victory over
Goliath to the Lord rather
than to David, Jonathan showed his picty and allayed
Saul's jealousy. Thou . . didstrejoice. Seech.17:
52, 53.

6, 7. Saul hearkoned; moved by tho unscifish
appeal of Jonathan, who would suffer most if David
should obtain the throne. Sware. The oath which
follows means that as surely as God lived, David's lifo
would bo safe. Callad David ; from his nearby biding
place. In his pressnce ; and no longer obliged to
hide.

*Courtesy of I. B. R. Association, Mr. S. C. Bailoy, Hon. Secretary, 56 Old Bailey, London, England.




