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In cities, it is the business of policemien to
gvard thc homes of citizens while thecy

slu.On ships at sea, thue lookout must be
.lt bis post ail night, the sentinel musut pro-
tet the camp against a midniglit surprise.
sqiilce the enemy of our souls is so skilful
.111d vigilant, how xnuchi we need some one
tw ginird us against lîim 1Wýe have sucli a
guirdian. The psahnist wrote of God:
il >ehold He that keepcth Israel shall
jieitlher slumber nor slcep. The Lord is thy
k-eepecr." (Ps. 121: 4, 5.) The littie ones
in wany a Christian home pray.:

"Now I iay mue do wn to sleep;
1 pray the Lord my sotil to K-ecp."

WC neyer outgrow the need of this child's
priver.

l i il thou (lien Mat we go and gai her thenup?
v. 28. This is what foolisli pcople in the
Churchi froin the earliest times have been
attempting to do. They have imagiined that
it would be possible to have in this world a'
Chiurch withi only truc Cluristians and no
1,Ypocrites o11 its roll of membcrsh*Iip. To
the vain attempt to flnd a perfectly pure
Chutrchi many of the divisions of the Church
liave been duý Dr. Taylor tells of a minis-
ter of one of the smaller denoiniatio.s ...
Scotland who said that his Church seenied
to have been bora to illustrate the infinite
divisihility of matter, for there were forty-
five members and seven congregations. It is
said of another littie body thiat it went on
excommunxicatin- and excomimunicating its
incinbers for every petty thing, until there
were left, in it only a man and his wife.

'<Well,"l said one to hier, "'you miust have a
puire Chutrch at last." "'Dced," she replied,
ccand I ame not so, sure of John."

A uothcr parablc,v. 31. . . A nofher parable,
v. 33. If our Lord liad spoken to H-lis disciples
oiily the parables of the Sower, and the
Wheat, and the Tares, they mighit have con-
clifded that only one-fourthi of thie goodsccd
wotild yield a harvest, wuhile the other three-
fourths would ho wasted ; and that the
growthi even of that portion of the good
sced whîch took root, would be fearfully
hindered by the presence of the tares; in
other words, that a great part of their Nwork

for the Kingdoin of Christ Nvoul lie a coin-
plete failure and that the Success of the re-
inaindér wvould, at, best, bo partial. To re-
iove their disconrageinent, Jesus goca on to,

teachi that, His Kingdoin would survive ail
losses and overcorne ail difficulties, until,
tbough small ln its beginning, l ike a mustardl
seed, it would become a great trce, filling
tbe -%vorld with its branches and, that, as
the Icaven pervades the meal, tlue influence
of His Kingdomi would make itse]f feit
throughiout the wvhole îvor]d.

A grain of nm.tard seed, v. 31. WVe shiould
neyer be discouraged by small beginnings.
Behiold to, what, dimensions the Kingdomn of
Christ has grown frore is apparent insignifi-
cant dimensions!1 One day two of the dis-
ciples of John wvent with Jesiis to His home,
and after speudfing the nighit withi Rin, were
conviaced that Rewavstlîe Christ and decided
t0 take Hlmi as their Master. One of these
brought, his brother. A third. Yvas called,
arnd lie brought, his fclow-townsman. (John
1 : 45.) And so, one by one, the nuinher of
the disciples grcw. But how few t.hey were
and how insignificant, when Jesus was cruci-
lied! 1Lt was small wonder that, Caiaphas
and Pilate imagined thiat the plans of Jesus
had been stamiped out. But eighty years
passcd by, and the followers of Christ were
to be found ail over thie Roman Empifire. In
sonie quarters tluey ivere. so numnerous that
a well-kuion Roman governor wrote the
Emperor asking huwv he should deal with.
them. *The fierce fires of persecution kiadi-
cd by heathen Rome could not destroy the
new faith. It caine ont of the flaines wvitu
new life and vigor. Three hundred years
after the, crucifixion, Chiristianity was the
officiai religion of the Empire. A.nother hun-
dred 3,ears passed away, and Romne totteredto
its faîl, Nvlhile the Kingdom of Christ -%vent on
ia its triumpliant. progress. At the end of
this nineteenth century, the seed of the
ICingdom. has maultiplied twelve mnillioa fold.
The growth of the Churchi of Christ is a re-
l)etition of Daniel's vision of the stoue and
the image. (Dan. 2: 34, 35.) Concerning
the commencement of that growth we mai'
say withi Zechariah IlWho hiath. despised
the day of sniall things? " (Zecli. 4: 10.>
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