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OUR FIRST JELECTRIC RA1LWAY.

CtS~Il>kR i nterest liasa:lways centered on) the clcctrical
mlna tf the Totonto Industrial Exhibition Nît only %vas it
tile lir!,t clettric r.ilwa.-y operated ii Ille Domîimnion of canada,
b)ut ai was aîniong the first Wn the continent. It is also intercst.

tn roim the fact that deviccs wvere irst tried on il whlich have
bccoisîe flecessrr to the operation of cectrical tramways tic
%voriti ocr. The first ye'tr 1883, ini wlîich the C'qieriiict %v'as
niadffe, <inly .1 bhort piece Oïf"l-.,ff "tas laid. 'l'le motor, an imii-
tatit utardly of the experimiental machine tried at Chicago
ste year before, did flot " mote " to any g reai cxtcnt, owing to
dIl dynalino useid on the car being a double armature onc w'ith
ont) onc pole picce t a chd armature. - 'lie year following, 1884,
prodaiced Ille first practîcable rond. It wt'a the work, of Mr. C.
j. van Depocle, of Chicago, a genial gentleman and clevcr
înechlamiciafl, who tvill bc remnembcrcdl by the ploncers of tie
clcc£tric:îtl business in this province. It wîould bc considcred a
crade affair as conîpared withi tic modern clectric car, but it
nc:crthlcesb " 90t there," thougi wvith the cxpencliture, of a con-
sîtierable amoufit of fuel and supplies. Tie current %vas taken
flot î.opper strips laid in a woodcn box beltween the mails. This
anlsvred pcrfectly as long as tic w'eathcr wgs fat- and the box
dry, but %with the first shower of ramn tie %~ble conmcncecd.
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used exclu- p
sivcly in railrond work. The tick, was lengthencd, and
bec.-tMe in this yezir for the first tîne. an clectrical railroad
praper, running for business purposes, and it was largely
patronized by tic public as the re.td"Pst ineans of renching
te Exhibition grounds. The following years 1886-7-8-9 the

maad 'vas opernted by 'Mr. J. J. \igtunder the auspices of the
Toronto Elcctric Light Company, wvho buiît ncwv nachinery and
oieirwise iniprovedl thecra-kd. The passengers carried frequently
numibcrcd as high as twçelve to fiftccn thousand per day, andi it
i- a notcworthy tact that there never %vas an tcddcnt even of the
silithest naturc to nny persan. The ncarest approach ta any-
thing of the kind %v'as during the year of Van Dcpotlc's conduit,
whcin an inquisitive agriculturist put bis lbandi tbrotîgh tic slot
in thc top of thc box to sec wvherc the poivcr carne froin. He
mnade thc discovcry nt once and cirécivcly, btît beyond this
-.udden accession f k-nowlcdgc hce %vas not hurt. Howevcr, ît
vis noticed that lie kept considcrable real csttc between himsclf
anud thc railrond for Icl balance of thc day. There 'vere cluring
tic later ycars, four cars, Ccd caPable Of carrYing 70 M 75 pcr-
,bons. As thcsc lad Io bc hustlcd up a grade of considerablc
cxtcnt at a spteed of tventy miles an hocur or so, and thcre tvas
only anc motor, it can easily bc scen that it took a cansidcrablc
btrcakz of cectricity Io do the wvark, and many a talc could bc
bc told of tic difficulties that hand taiec encounterce. inaIl kinds
oftwcather, ta kcep it witliin due bound,a-.nd lîold down to is

work day i and ont fur bixtcîi Iîours at a1 stretcli, aînd of Ile
expetlients rcsorted to mt titnes to av'oid ain ilipen<lng sioppâge.
Blut %vîial, the road tvas a great success, so mlucli so, that M r
Wriglit wab madle tic retipient cf a lîaiîcsoille testimnîîial froin
tlîe I--xlisitiots atlioritieb nii recognition af the tact \Ve refer
to ts subject as n» on accout of the extension of tic street
railway -o the gates oif the pàtk, tlîis lîistoi rond lias becorne a
lhing of ticpast. 17Tic spot vh e re crowclts ofin erry excîirsionists
wure wo'nt to flit along th issue ib ta be tiscd a-, a siding to uioad
cattie upon. Sic Iransitgloria iniundi, but aIl thc saine, whcn
the city's tramways are "electricizedl" ancl thc modern niotors
achieving their pprfect work, tiere will be in tlîis city those
whose thouglits will revert in loving reiinbrance to tic old
exhîibition rond, aîîd the scelles and incidecnts of its stirring
existence. Its griet'ous sins of omission and of commission, as
shown up in tie brilliant liglit of to-day, wvill be licartily con-
dormi, inasmiuci as, wvith ail its fitults, it aclîievcd for its sponsors
both moral and financial success.

SANDWICH, WINDSOR AND AMHERSTBURG ELECTRIC
RAILWAY.

TuE Sandwvich, Windsor and Amilierstbuirg Elec tric Railway,
wvhich wtent into operation a couple of weeks ago, is repoiled ta
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tue river are
non- tatinting Detroiters witlî being behind the :ige, and are
enqtuiring 'vhen it is tlîeir intention ta manke ain effort ta "tkeep
up 'vith tlîc procession.'

Tlîe inouve power used is the WVestighouse ovcrlie.id trolley
systeili.

%'/c are plenscd to sec ilîat thc cars on this uine are lit by
incandescent clcctric laimps, a new and v,-ry de-sirable feature af
cecctric railway equipmieni.

PUBLICATIONS.
'Me Fort %Vayne Electr:c Co. have publishcd a pcnîphlei entitled -Kincd

Words.' mthch coniains n lirge number of flattcring tsîlmonials ta the
excellence of thesysten oc lmerc ligliiing of which tie company are the
pramoters Wc aire indebtrd ta MIr. W. J. 'Morrison. genemlni gent for
Canada, for a copy of the book.

'Me inxellzcitual weath of thrc continents is rcpresrnted in the Scptcm-
ber Arena. Tht iwell-knoiwn Eng-ish css2yssi. F. W. IL. Meyer. of
Cambridge. England. speaks for Europcan thoughit in a caref--il paper an
physical %ark. Kuna Oishi. ZN.A.. cf Tokio. jainn. reprrsents Assa in a
brilliani -,per on the L&-..nnsie Sigrificancc of Constitutional Governmesîî
ta japan.. white such able thinkeas as Rabbi Sclomon Sctuindler. Ret'.
George C. I.orimer. Thiomas IL Prcstors. Sylvester Ilaxter. nnd the editor
represcnt Amtnea.

A qtLntiiy of clectrical ippa>=tts imporied by the Cilkin Eleeîric Ugbî
Co., ot. John, 'N. B.. was rccenty seizecl by the customs oftlccrs of %bat
ciiy on the ground of undervaluation.
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