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cilvation in its bearing upen individuals and
social life, alike urge to, this duty. llence, not-
ivithstanding the upathy of the Churcli in past
times, she is wvalcing up te lier higli und impera-
tive duties, snd is evincing a missionary zeal fur
the revival and extension of pure and undefiled
religion. Tt is gratifying tn obçerve the aug-
sientedl aetivity of tIse rvants of God, the growv-
ing; triumphs of thc' dnctrine of the cross, andi
thie %vider snd extending fields that are opening
for Christian labour.

Thore is one field of enterprise, hewever, %wichl
it nppears to the writer has becs ton much ne&-
Jected,orat least not sufficiently cultive ted, namely,
cltildren. MWe have soughit the conversion of'
men and womcn, o? nil diversities of age, and
rejoiced in their accessiop te tise church. IVç,
have aimed to enlist youtls on the side of God,
varying fremn fourteen years oldl and upwards
and many of these are amosIgst the most exem-
plary and useful in our churches. But have wc
net everleokcd tie lumnbsethie flock? Ilave our
eflforts been as direct and perscvering fer the
salvatien of the younger branches of our familles,
as for yeuth and adults ? If at trnes we have
made the attempt, have ive net hiad lcss hope
than with persons e? riper years ? In our
churehes we may semetirnes sec a number from
sizteen years old and upwards, but how rarely do
we meetiwith any undcr thatnage!é }ew can this
ho acceusted for? Should we not enlist tIse
affections o? children on the side of tise Sai iour ?
Are they net capable of Inving and serving him ?
Are we net acquaintedl ivith xnany cases of vcry
early piety ? IWe cas cail to mind instances e?
consistent and decided gedlincss in clildrcn of
four, seven, ten, and twelve years ef tige : i'hy
sheuld they net be trusted as wcll ns the youth o?
soventeen and twenty, and bo as cerdially re-
ceived isto Cliristian feýllewsliip ? In Jehn's
opistie te Christians, chlddren are ftddresscd and
reminded of their duties; sud ]'aul, in writing
te, the churches o? Christ at Ephiesus and Colosse,
enjoins upon chiZdren theïr respectiv.e duties,
which evidently implies that there %N cru such ini
those socicties.

As an indlividual, I have for sema time thought
that we have errcd on this subjet, and have net
paid sufficieat attentien te this cas o? immortal
minds. I do net plead for any rash and imnpru-
dent measures in premeting the conversion e?
children, uer for any precipitate steps fur their
admission into our ehurches ; but 1 wish te
itwakon enquiry, te excite special snd immediate
action, and toeclicit remarks on the best mode eof
sccuring the lively affections snd the active on.
ergies o? children ta the service sud honour of
our glorieus Redeemer.

lu the meanwhile, lot parents make prayerful
and strenueous efflorts fer tise conversion o? thoir
oti'spring. Let the eoysverted members of faîmi-
les labeur la this noble cmpioy : aind lot minis-
ters nud niombass of cîsurches take childres by
the hnnd more than thcy have donc, nsud lead
them te Uic fcet of Jesus, aud tîsure picad the
Saviour's dlaims te the honge o? tîscir hienrts.
My impression is, tliat if this fid is cultivated,
%ve shahl have '.ast acesions tu the cause of
Christ, aud inereaseci ground for joy nnâ triumphi.
Shiould our efforts ho crowsed wvitli succcss, we
must be careful to thiro% nothirîg i tie way of
tîse young disciples, and be ready te receive
themi te our watchful snd tender cure in tIse
church.

B.
February 3, 1843.

A household in Nvhich flimily praycr is
devoutly attended te, conjoineti with the
reading of tîse Scriptures, is a school of' reli-
gieus instruction. Thc wvhole conteuts eof the
sacrcd volume are in duc course laid open
bef'ore its members. They are continually
reminded o? thpir relation to, God and the
Redeemer, o? their sins, and thecir wasts, and
of the inethod thcy must take te procure
pardon fer the one, sud tlice relief eof thejother. Every day thic3 are recciving -lise.
upon line, and preecpt ipon precept.*% A
freqh accession is continuully making te their
stock eof knowlc'ge; new truths are gradu-
ally opcned te their vicw, anti the impressions
eof old truths rcvivcd. A judicieus parent
will naturally notice the most striking inci-
dents in hisfsssilî iii his devotional addrcsses;
such as the sîckr;'css, or death, or remnoval for
a longer or shorter time, eof * he usembers eof
which it is composcd. His addrcsses w.ill be
varieti sccordirîg tu. circumstances. lius a
pleasing evenit sprcad joy and chccrfulness
through the household ? it will bo noticeti
%vith becoming expressions of fervent gratitude.
las saine calamnity os'crwhclaied the domestie
circle ? it w.ill giv.e occatsion te an ncknow..
Iedgmcnt o? the di%. se cquity the justice
o? God's procccdirigs wvill, bu viudicated, anti
grade implered thiraogh ihie blooti of the
Redeemer, te sustain mud sanctity the strolie.

Whcn the mnost powerful feelings, snd the
maost intcresting cireumastances, are thus con-
nected %vith religion, it is net uinreasonable to
hope that, through divine Ircson astinoe
andi useful impressions wviil be made. Ls net
sone part et' tise good sccd thug sown and
thug inurtured, likcly te takie root anti te,
hecome fruitf'ul ? Dccply aq %vé are convinceti
et' the deplorable, corruiption of' the huinan
heart, and the necessity cossequent os this,

of Divine sgcucy te azccomplishi a saisg
pqrpose, we must iiot forget thiat Goti is


