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.l
dying, a messenger cane as if from the Duke|
of Wellington, and tried to force his way into:
the sick room, buv I discovered that he was n
reporter dressed in the old yeomanry uniform. '
—ZThe Journalist.

STENOGRATHY IN FRANCE.

last month in Paris, and formed the clos-
ing ression of the first International Steno-
graphie Congre-s held in France. After the

. struetion,

minutes of the preceding Congress had been

read, the resoiutions disenssed and drawn up by

the various commissions were adopted in order
to be transmitted 10 the Minister of Public In-

on *the progress of the Association.” Since

(its foundation in 1872, it has awarded 2015

“uiptomas of stenography and rupported the es-

i tablishment of forty journals printed in steno-
HE Eiglth General As-embly of the graphy published in France,
French Stenographic Institute was held | and Africa.

A paper was read by M. Cnemes, |

Belgium. Spein
The wession was closed by tie in-

| auguration of a bust of M. Duploye, the anthor |

i of the leading Frene') rystem of shorthand. —
i The Journalist.
i

Communicntions.
O

FAST REPORTERS,

Or1Tawa, Dee, 8th, 1880.
To the Editor of the SuontHAND WrrTga :

S1r,—In the November
Wrirer, Mr. E. E. Horton 8ays that * Mr. T.
A. Reed, of London, England, the fastest sliort-
hand writer in tho world, claims ag his utmost
speed only 185 words a minute.” * Rither Mr.
Reed is very much faster than he t} inks, or he
has a reputation better than he deserves, Iam
personally acquainted with some half-dozen re-
porters who reach 200 words a minute, and
one, Mr, James Holland, of St, Louis, whose
speed I have often had the opport

number of "the

by the * the Methodist Pope.” I think I have
given evidence which will convince your readers
that Mr. Horton's claim for Mr. Reed is hardly
tenable.

With the other statements contained in Mr.
Horton's letter, I heartily agree. He deserves
the thanks of the profession for having called
public atiention to the subject.

I am &c., Fraternally yours,

A LEARNER'S EXPERIENCE.
Lowpox, Ox1., Nov. 28, 1880,

: unity of test-
ing, who far exceeds that rate; Mr. James.
Holland is a phenomenal reporter. In a recent
one minute test in St. Lonis, he wrote 281 words
of hard matter (from Proctor’s leciures on As-
tronomy) and rcad his notes fluently. My in

formnant, Mr, George Brown, of St Lonis, him-
self an exceptionally fine reporter, was cne of
those present at the timeand witnessed the trial.
Mr. Brown can, himself, write over 200 words
& minute, or at least could nine Years ago when
he and I were on the staff of the St Louis Re-
publican, and ke has since (he informs me) in-
creased his speed. I have also seen John J.
McElhone, of Washington, and the Murphy
brothers writing with equal rapidity. Mr, Mec-
Elhone told me last winter that he has written
240 words in aminute. Mr, Eugene Davis.of New
York, formerly of Montreal, is another fine re-
porter who, I am satisfied, can take 200 words
a minute, and reports French more readily and
accurately than ordinary reporters can report
English. I could alse mention the name of
Andrew Devine, of Washington, formerly of
Ottaws, who also exceeds the maximum speed
of the * fastest shorthand writer jn the world.”
Mr. William Colebrooke, of Chicago, formerly a
colleague of Mr, Horton and myself on the
Globe stafl, frequently reported Punshon’s lec-
tures and sermons verbatim, and Mr. Horton

knows the speed which that means—g rate often
exceeding 190 words a minute, and always diffi

To the Editor of the WRITER :—
Would you kindly allow me space in your

lvaluab}e jonrnal to relate my experience in

connection with the mystic art of Phonography,
believing such to be instructive as well as jn-
+ teresting t0 others who are wrestling with hooks
iand lines. About f ur months ago a friend of
mine showed me u copy of Isaac Pitman's
' Teacher.” 1 purchaseqd one. and commenced
to study it in eurnest, and what I expected
woulil be u tedious task has become a pleasant
study. At the end of three months I could
write fifty words per minnte. I now take down
all I can of the sermons I hear on Sundays, and
while of course it is not & verbatim raport, yet
I find inyself improving rapidly. I think it
excellent practice for an aspiring reporter, for
it enables him to form s more correct idea of
the manner in which he sh uld revort 4 speaker
than by the usual way of having a reader. My
mode of procedure from the outset was to read
all my notes and tranderibe them into long-
hand again. I would advise every reader to
adopt the same plan. I believe the study of
this valuable art is conducive to the improve-
ment of other branches of oar education, especi-
ally composition, while it also quickens our
thinking facuities and strengthens our powers
of memory.
1 am, yours truly,
ABPIRANT.

Geo. C. HoLraxp, ,

cult matter from the unusnal words employed :




