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av v-en affeetion in noble bosomy, and their grati-
twic to the merciful, was deeply convincing

It r Excollency cited maay historical instances
it ~ pport of her argument, and among them that
of Alexander tho Great and his steed Bucephalus.
J1.- Excellency kindly rendered o few remarks on
th. <ame subject, nccompunied by some very
practical hints to “the small boy,” Lespoke for
the «tldren a school holiday, and then requesting
tiv lwys to do their best, as leader guided them in
th giving of “threo hearty British cheers”!
Hix Excelleney will have concluded that the clin-
ate of Rat Yortage is to an extreme degree, con-
duaive to lung powerl

Mrs McKay, president of the Council, and Mr
Barnes, Mayor of the town, on behalf of the
Council, the children, and the citizens genorally,
first welcomed, and later thanked their Excelien-
cies for the good done us by their visit to Rat
Portage.

His Excellency and members of the Vice-Regal
party left the hall before the special session of the
Executive Committee of the R. P. Women'’s Coun
¢il at which her Excellency presided.

The * Band of Merey” audience having given
place, her Excellency as president of the National
Council of Women of Canada, took in review the
various subjects embraced in the verbatim report
of the last General Council, held at Montreal,

Her Excellency’s general and particular treat-
ment of the various subjects evolved always thiv
desideratum—the sympathy of womankind forc e
another, the assisting of our sisters to appres .teo
the possibilities of life, and our aiding one another
to beconie helpful and eflicient daughters, wives,
muthery, and members of society.

Her Excellency ith much interest ent- ced with
ux into the discursion of local questions viz:—The
building and encowing of the Rat Porta ‘e Geneiral
Hospital,— with suggestions as to m: king our
womanly usefulness practicable; the adsisabiiity
of sending capable, all-round women, the middl»-
azed or widows, to the settlements outlying KXat
Purtage, where vpon general requirements they
mght obviate the necessity of doctors and of
rexularly trained nurses. The urgency of rauding
crcles which would be instructive to all, and with
celf-sacrificing effort on the part of some would

each and benefit the very busy wives and
mothers.

Her Excellency touched upon a world wide
necessity, that of women doing more book reading,
s0 as 10 become more companionablo to their hus-
bands.

When her Excollency referred to the approach-
ing Jubilee Year of Her Majesty the Queen, and
to the opportunitiesfafforded thereby to the women
of Rat Portage, as to thosc of otuer places, to
testify their appreciation and gratitude by way of
memorial, every heart beat in ready response ‘o
the suggestion, coming as it were rrom & trae
daughter of our gracious, motherly, noble-minded,
Grand Old Queen't

Her Excellency, after bestos.ing upon us hours
of weary mental and physical effort, with best
wishes bade ug “ good-bye.”

A. Tonvsox,
Cor. See, . P, W. C.
* * *

VICTORIA LOCAL COUNCIL.

The members of the Victoria Xocal Council
during the month of November, looked eagerly
forward to the promised visit of Her IExcellency,
Laly Aberdeen, anticipating fresh inspiration and
instruction from our leader. Nor were we doom-
ol to disar nintment for the result far exceeded
our most sanguine expectations.

Tt is almost needless to write that we received
Huer Txcellency with great epthusiasm, and that
the rrowded audienco that asiembled listened with
the deepest attention to tho iddress given by Her
Exculency.

CANADIAN HOME JOURNAL.

Want of space farbi ls my giving the address in
detail, but ur local papers publishied the same in
full.  Suflicient to v -ite that the work of tho
Women’s Counci’ was so ciearly sot forth that
many who had herewfore had, no sympathy with
the Worien's Council were led to completely
change their opinion, and declare that ar aimy
and objects were 1-oble and could not fai: to prove
o blessing to humanity. At the close of the meot-
ing in moving and supporting a vote of thanks to
Her Excellency, lns  Lordship Bishop Perrin,
the Mayor and Rev. Dr, Camobo!l, paid glowing
tribute to the energy and zeal of nur noble and
oxalted leader.  On the afternoon of *ho folluwing
day the Executive of Victoria Councn tagether
with vepresentatives from Vancouver and Vernon
- =by the kind invitation o Miss Perrin, o1 Bishops
Close--met. Her Exceliency in confereuce,as « esult
of which committees wore appoint=d to secure
suitable accommodation for the insane while await-
ing medical advice, and one in vegard to police
matrons, .Jdany valuable suggestions were made
by Her Excellency, and rauch urefal in‘ormation
given. All present felt that it had heen “ good to be
there,” and felt the elevating influence of Her
Excelleney’s presenco nnd example. At the close
a very pleasant time was r.pent over the sver re-
freshing tea and coffee, nospicably dispenses by
Miss Perrin (than whom Victorin Local Council
does not possess & moroe energotic worker.) All
felt that the hour nf parting had come to soon, but
we consoled oursolves in the secret recesses of our
hearts, with the hope that this would not be Her
Sxcellency’s final visit to Victoria.

T bad almost forgotten to mention what to usis
ono of the most important features of our work,
viz:~The Friendly Help Association. In the
morning of the first day Her Excellency visited
the rooms of the Assacintion—meeting with the
ladies who have charge of this most useful and
helpful part of our work. The rooms two in num-
ber are in the market building, sad placed at one
disposal by the Mayor of the city—who in every
way renders assistance to the ladies. Cne of he
members has drawn a plan of the city, indicating
by colored lines the different districts appertain-
ing to the lady visitors—these are regularly visit-
ed, and in this way all needy cases are brought
under the notice of the Asssziation.

Her Excollency evinced the deepest interest, in
every detail, aad in tho course of the evening
address spoke in the highest torms of corowend-
ation of the work of what is commonly known
here as the Fiiendly Help.

* ® *
BRITISH COLUMBIA REPORT OF FIRST PROVINCIAL
CONFERENCE.

By a Vancouver Delegate,

In connection with the first Provincial Confer-
encoof the Council of Women of British Columbia
held at Victoria on Friday and Saturday, December
27th and 28th, Her Excellency, the Countess of
Aberdeen, president of the National Councir of
Women of Canada, addressed a largely attended
public meeting, full particulars of which have al-
ready a), -ared in several local papers.

On Swo.tday afternoon attwo o'clock the Con-
ference was held at Bishop’s Close. Her Excell-
ency, Lndy Aberdeen, being present an address
of weleome on behalf of the Victoria Council was
read by Mrs. Seaife, who was good enough to also
include the delegates Mrs. Cochrane of Vernon
and wyself, in ber kindly words of greeting. and
regretted  that other delegates were unabie to
attend.

On inotion of Miss Perrin, Provincinl Vice-
President of the National Couacil, Her Excellency
consented to preside. The meeting then opered
in the usual way, with silent prayer. A leuter
was read by Mrs. Brker from Mra. A, E. B. Davie
expressing regret, thnt owing to illaess sho was
unable to attend the Conference and asking the
Women’s Coundil to take steps in tho watter of
urging upon tho authoritics the necessity of pre-
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viding proper accommodation for the insane, pend-
ing their removal to the Provincial Asylum. She
also catled attention to the importance of registor.
ing their names on tho voter’= list, sud urged
them to use their frapchise in the coming civio
elec_juns,

The following resolution was moved and
earried :—* Ibat, whereas tho National Council
of Women of Canada at their last annual mecting
decided to take steps in the matter of the trent-
mont of the insane, and whereas the necessity of
taking immediate action in this matter tus been
foreibly brought to our notice through recont
evonts in this city ; therefore be it resolved that
this Provincial Conference ask the Local Councils
of this Province to appoint sub.committees to
draw up a petition to urge upon the proper
authoriticy the necessity of establishing propor
accommodations in the varivus pnrts of this Pro-
vineo for insane patients pending their removal to
the funutic asylum.”

The following committee was appointed to as-
certain the best modo of procedure and to draw
up o petition ; Mrs. Scaife, Miss Perrin and Mrs,
Gordon Grant.

I compliance with Lady Aberdeen’s request
your delegate agred to ask our Council to form a
sub.committee to co-oporate with the Victoria
Committee, -hich it is hoped will bo done to-day.

It was moved and carried that provision for
incurables, and also for the destitute in our Pro-
vince bo nlso taken up us a Provincinl work com-
mittee was formed to enquire into the best vay
to proceed.

It was moved and carrivd that the Provincial
Conference petition the Provincinl Legislature to
empower the employing of polico matrons through
out the Provincial jails, and urge upon the Local
Councils the necessity of taking steps to secure
the appointment of police matrons in police
stations.

Severai questions asked hor Bxcelloncy were
clearly explained by her. Inregard to delegates
voting at the annual meeting, she replied “each
socievy can give its delegato discretionary power
if they so choose.” To question two replied,  reso-
futions or amendments cannot bo altered at an
annua! meeting, but may bo withdrawn.” And
to question threo explained that, it was customary
for societies orgunized by the Women's Council to
become separat2 societies as soon us strong enough,
and to afhhate with the Women's Council.

A very valuable rcauae of the werk planned
by the National Con.cil was then given, the
various subjects being fully explained and their
importance made clear, all of which was listened
to with intense interest.

At the request of Lady Aberdeen, Mrs, Day
gave an account of the work accomplished by the
reading circles in Victoria.

It was moved and carried that Mrs. Day be
asked to act as Frovincial Sceretary for tho read-
ing circles of the Province.

A unanmimous voto of thunks was given Her Ex-
cellency for her very great kindness in coming so
far west to help us 1 our council work, which was
feelingly responded to.

Miss Perrin then invited Her Excellency and
the delegates present to partake of rafreshments
before adjourning ; snd although thetime was fur
spent, almost all romained to enjoy half an hour’s
social intercuurse.

All ¢f whieh is res-
pectfully submitted.

Sana A. McLaaay,
Trclegate to Provincial - g

Council. 3

VANCOUVER,
Nov. 28, 1896.
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