; setisfied that according to the principles of God’s
~ Word, the authority alone of our rulers, eivil and
_ religinus, ought to bo quite suflicient to prevent
© faith of our futhers; and therefore that to do so,

* pote we see in her, unless we ore ourselves able

- Chureh of Christ, is a heinous sin against both
. the unity of the Church and those principles of

. gious subordination are, are they not in some
* dangar of leading to that Iatitudinarian notion,
. entertaited Ly scne who are little impressed

. vot such doctrine i= a3 repukite th common in-
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reccive with humble submission those things
which their toachers declare and which their
rulers ganction, uhloss they bring higher and
positive authority against them, there is at once
an enl of all authority, and of all profitable
tenching, because an end of all suberdinution of
wind or conduct,

Mr. Browo.—You aro perfectly correct, Mr.
Secker, aud as 1 love to see a mun acting ho-
nestly up to what he knows to be right, if I were
not alrendy a Methadist T would nover, in any
degree, leave the church, even if I thought she
wus in error, unless 1 wns first able, from God’s
Word, to prove her so; which I begin to think
it would not be very easy to do. I have long
Lieen convineed that the principles of the Bible
require that a child should, in every thing, and
especially in refigion, fuilow in the steps of its
Jarents, and never daro to leave tho religious
denomination to which they belonged, and in
which, if they did their duty, they educated him,
tulese, by after inquiry, lie becomes conscien-
tiously convinced, from authority even higher
than theirs, that in so fur, they were in error.
Now 1 feel that of course, the very same princi-
}le vequires that we should in like manner re-
verence the authority and teaching of those to
vhom God has evidently given parental autho-
rity over the connmunity at Jarge, telling us that
“ the powers that be are ordained of Him;” and
that # they that resist the power, resist the ordi-
nance of God, and shall recoive to themselves
damuation” (Rom. xiil. 1, 2) and partienlarly
should we submit in these things to those spiri-
tual rulers, respeeting whom, the same high au-
thority conumands us, saying, “ Qbey them that
have the rule over you, “for they watch for your
souls as they that must give account.” (Ileb.
xiti. 17.) 1 confess therefore that I am fully

our forsaking tha charch of the land and the
however many may be the evils which wo sup-

to prove beyoud a donbt that she is not the

obedierve to conatituted autherity with which
the Sacred Seriplures evervwhere abound. Still,
correct as 1 have no doubt these views of reli-

with the real faportance of religion, namely,
that the eteil ) owcr has the right to dictate
forms of faith to itn subjects, to which they are
Lotad to subuit, and hence, therefore, that it is
tha duty of 2 man to be & Presbyterian in Scot-
latd,—a Churchman in England,—a Papist in
Ttaly,—or evan a Malommednn inTurkey 1 And
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tegrity, as it is to the scriptural unity of the
Church of Christ, and the purity of God

Mr. Secker~No, Mr. Brown; I cannot see
that there is any tendency in those sound prin-
ciples to that latitudinarian nationalizing of reli-
gion of which you speak, What I believe Holy
Scripture, and indeed the Church also, teaches
us is, that the people are bound to obey their
rulers, civil and religious, in matters of faith,
unless, 88 you have just observed, they can bring
some positive precept of God’s Word against it,
oue that is so plain that “the wayfaring men,
thougn fools, shall not eir therein” (Isainh xxxv.
8): but in all matters of opinion ur doubt, it
would appear that the voice of the Church is to
be listened to with humble submission. Aund I
say “vulers civil and religious,” becatse it is evi-
dent that the very same principles of seriptural
submission which require us to obey the voice of
the true Catholic Churebh, also teach us that we
should esteem that form of faith to be such to
which thoe rulers of the nation have given their
sanction, until after the most nature examina-
tion, we have the most unquestionable evidence
from the bible and the testimony-of the Primi-
tive Chuich, that our rulers have allied them-
sclves to a corrupt church or to a religious scct
which has no scriptural foundation. But having
once made such a discovery, it is clear, inasmuch
as we ought “to obey God rather than man,”
that it is then our duty to leave even the na-
tionul rehgion, and return to the bosom of the
Apostolic and Catholic Church, however de-
spised or persecuted it may be. And we may
well believe, my dear friend, that—after a sin-
cere, humble, and prayerful searching of the en-
tirc sacred Scriptures and of the writings of the
Primitive Church—the Scotch Presbyterian, the
Ttalian Papist, or oven the Tarkish Mohamme-
dan, would not fhil, aided by the light of the
oly Spirit, to seo their errors, aud then, because
commanded by Ged, seek for eommunion with
our own or some similarly pure branch of Christ’s
Cutholic Episcopal Church. But because sub-
mission to authority is the grest means by which
even divine truth must be conveyed to the peo-
ple at large, what beautiful propriety is there in
the numerous prayers of our Liturgy, that our
civil rulers and clergy may themsclves be sanc-
tified by the loly Spirit! and how forvently
showld we join in such petitions, and not only
for our own rulers, but that the rulers of all na-
tions may be bronght to the acknowledging of
the Truth of Christ!

Mr. Brown.—You have stated the nature of
religious submission with clearness and accuracy ;
but in admitting this I cannot but fee! that I
condemn myself, or at least my former doings.

Mr. Secker.—Ah, my dear sir, I wish all the
Methodists were as open to conviction as you
are, But still T think that you are inconsistent;
or, how could you remain 8 Methodist, after the
acknowledgment you have just made! Do you
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